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(Shri Varkala Radhakrishnan in the Chair)
15.14 hrs.

SHRIMATI M.S.K. BHAVANI RAJENTHIRAN Mr. Deputy-Speaker, Sir, first of all, I thank you very much
for giving me this opportunity to say a few words on the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Bill,
2005.

Sir, there is a saying in Tamil: Mangaiyarai Pirappadharke Nalla Madhavam Seidhida Vendummamma.

The patriotic poet of the pre-Independence days, hailing from Tamil Nadu, Thiru Kavimani Thesiya
Vinagagam Pillai has rendered this couplet, which means that ‘one should have been blessed by the Almighty,
the creator to be born as woman.’

[ happily say that the UPA Government, under the able leadership of Shrimati Sonia Gandhi and the hon.
Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, has honoured the womenfolk by bringing forward this Bill, and of
course, [ support this Bill on behalf of our DMK party[k61].

[nkp62]

At the same time, we have to admit the fact that some points mentioned in the Bill should be given more
seriousness. Then only the genuine aim of this Bill can be achieved by the UPA Government.

Though the Bill clearly states all the protective measures against domestic violence, we feel sorry to say
that in practice it 1s not so. We all very well know that in ancient times women were given very honourable
position and were treated with great respect. They even worked as ambassadors and advisors in the Courts of
various Kings’- for example, female poets like Avvaiyar and Kakaipadiniyar in Southern part of our country.
But in the middle period, women were ill treated. They were used only as enjoyable objects for men folk. They
were actually slaves in rich people’s houses and in the houses of their husbands. Usually their husbands would
bow with both hands folded in front of Goddesses and pray for their welfare. At the same time, with the same
hands, they would beat their wives at homes. At some places, women were compelled to burn themselves when

their husbands died. At that time, our great Rajaram Mohan Roy protested against this practice of burning ladies
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when they lost their life partners. Even now it 1s happening but for different cause, that is, dowry - the most
unacceptable crime prevailing in our society. Great leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Rajaji, Ee.Ve.Ra. Periyar
fought very much against the social evils committed against ladies by men-folk. In spite of all the efforts made

by our leaders, the mental make-up of our people has not changed as it should have.

In the Bill, it is clearly stated that, information about any domestic violence should be immediately
passed on to the concerned protection officer. But, the people - both learned and illiterate - try to hide the
occurrence of any domestic violence and thus women folk would be prevented from getting the protection from
this Act.

Though the Bill at the documentary level is very good, implementation is the only key to get an assured
success of this Act. To get this assured success, I would like to suggest a concept based on three ‘As’. These
three ‘As’ are: Awareness, Authority and Action. Our UPA Government should earmark a good budget to
promote awareness among women through video, media and solid campaign by voluntary services. Secondly,
with the co-operation of the State Governments, our Central Government should create specific authority legally
empowered to rescue the women whenever atrocities against women are reported. Special police force should
be formed exclusively to look into the difficulties caused to the women due to domestic violence.

I would also like to suggest that persons, who have made special and notable contributions in liberating
women socially, should be honoured at the national level. This award could be of a high stature like Bharat
Vibhushan or Bharat Ratna or like that. This will go a long way to motivate all those individuals and NGOs who
are interested in women’s welfare. This award could be considered for officers and other Government

employees also who make singular contribution in the matter of protecting women against domestic violence.

Sir, empowerment of women is the real shield which can protect women against domestic violence.
Forming of self-help groups is an appreciable way in empowering women economically and socially. I proudly
say that in our Tamil Nadu, our great leader Dr. Kalaignar formed a self-help group first in 1989. During his
regime only, he brought an Act to appoint only lady teachers in elementary school level, that is, first standard to
fifth standard. This Act also was implemented in getting Government posts also. Thus the women are
empowered in Tamil Nadu. In spite of all these efforts made by various leaders and all the protective measures
stated in this Bill, women are suffering from dowry demands; women suffer if they give birth to female babies;

women employees suffer eve-teasing and physical and mental harassment by their officers[pkp63].
This pathetic position should change.
MR. CHAIRMAN : Tamil Nadu is governed by a lady!

SHRIMATI M.S.K. BHAVANI RAJENTHIRAN : The Tamil Poet Bharati, who inflamed the spirit of freedom

from the foreign yoke has rendered this couplet:
“Maadhar Thammai Izhivu Saiyum Madamaiyai Koluththuvom ™.
It means, we should totally demolish the evil practice of disgracing and demeaning the womanhood.
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So, I insist that the Government should form a committee at the village level for the successful

implementation of this most important Act, to save women from domestic violence.

Our UPA Government, under the appreciable leadership of Shrimati Sonia Gandhi, has passed the Bill
for giving equal share in the property for women. Self-Help Groups are encouraged by our Government. When
the Rural Employment Guarantee Bill was passed here, Shrimati Sonia Gandhi has very well spoken about 33
per cent reservation in employment. We further hope that the Bill giving 33 per cent reservation for women in
legislatures will be brought forward in this House very soon.

By all means, we, from the DMK Party, support this Bill with the hope that it will surely help the women
to protect themselves from domestic violence.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shrimati Archana Nayak.

You can come to the front, if you find difficulty in speaking from there.
Anyhow, ladies are given the front place! The Bill also gives such a position; and so, you can come to the front.

All women Members who speak on this Bill can come to the front and speak; their speeches will be
recorded from the front seats.

SHRIMATI ARCHANA NAYAK Sir, thank you for giving me an opportunity to participate in the much-awaited
discussion on Protection of Women from domestic Violence Bill, 2005. On behalf of the Biju Janata Dal and our
leader and the Chief Minister of Orissa, Shri Naveen Pattnaik, I rise to support the Bill.

It was the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi who said that ‘a society should be judged according to
the way in which it treats its women and its minorities’. Therefore, the problem that this Bill addresses is very
fundamental.

Domestic violence against women happens not only in the slums but also in the apparently civilised
homes of the educated middle class families as well as in the well-protected mansions of the rich and the
powerful. Such violence mostly takes place in the closed privacy of a home and the victim is often silent about
her suffering due to family pressure or fear or ignorance or the absence of any help or support. In a condition of
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helpless loneliness the victim loses her voice to articulate her suffering, she loses her courage to protest, to

complain and to resist. Even her natural will power for self-protection fails to assert itself.

Domestic violence against women 1s not confined to marital relationship alone. Young girls, sisters,
spinsters, widows, deserted and dependent women living on the margins of the family, are often subjected to
violence in various forms, most of them publicly invisible. So far as marriage is concerned, we are generally
more worried about the sanctity of its form rather than the reality of its content. And this is one of the reasons

why many women are constrained to tolerate the intolerable.

This Bill is a strong step in the right direction. It has many new provisions. For me, the most significant
point concerns the definition of domestic violence. Now, domestic violence includes physical and sexual injuries
as well as verbal, emotional and economic abuse. We all know that language can be a very destructive weapon
of violence. The acidity of abusive language can be as painful and damaging as aggressive physical behaviour.
So, it gives me deep satisfaction to note that the Bill addresses this aspect of domestic violence, which had not
been properly dealt with in the past[R64].

[R65]

While supporting the Bill, I want to make certain suggestions. There have been instances where the
parents and the brother force the grown-up unmarried girl in the family into prostitution to earn money. The
helpless girl then becomes a commodity in the hell of the flesh-market. I suggest that stringent provision should

be made in the present Bill to punish such culprits.

Disabled women suffer from a double disadvantage: Apart from their being women, they are also
physically or mentally challenged. Such women constitute a special category. Many women, who are
physically or mentally challenged, have been sexually abused by close relatives. For example, many of the
disabled women in Orissa, who constitute 50 per cent of the 40 lakh disabled population in the State, are
increasingly becoming victims of domestic violence. I, therefore, suggest that there should be a special

provision in the Bill to award maximum punishment to such perpetrators of violence.

The Bill is silent on violence committed on a maid servant, living within the four walls of the family.

There should be some provision in the Bill for such cases.

Clause 8 of the Bill states that the expenditure with regard to the appointment of Protection Officers in
each district shall be the responsibility of the respective State Governments. I want to suggest that the Central
Government should also contribute towards this expenditure because many State Governments may not be in a
position to take this financial responsibility on their own. Financial provision is an important aspect for the
practical implementation of law. Therefore, the concerned expenditure should be the joint responsibility of both

the Central and the State Governments for successful implementation of the present Bill.

Laws alone are not enough to counter domestic violence. What would the law do with regard to Imrana's
Father-in-law who raped her, though she is the mother of his five grand children? Probably, not much. We need

to strike at the root cause of such violence, which is: the feudal mentality of patriarchy.
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As a society we need to internalize the basic moral idea that human relationship is not a form of property
ownership. For this to happen, both women and men have to work together to create the right kind of social
atmosphere in which respect for the individual becomes a fundamental value in practice. Therefore, more and
more men should be encouraged to get involved in cooperative efforts to counter domestic violence. The
Government can and should patronize such efforts. Gender ethics should be made a compulsory course in our

school curriculum.

Therefore, I request the hon. Minister of Law and Justice to give enough strength and accessibility to the
new law to deal with domestic violence against women effectively. The new law should create a mechanism
under which women in any part of the country and belonging to any social or economic group can readily get

access to legal redress.
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“Provided that an aggrieved wife or female living in a relationship in the nature of a marriage
may also file a complaint against a relative of the husband or the male partner.”
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ITIF DI AMI ARy o Bxe] A1 4 Al @ ev fd 99| 39 WY @ § U 9| R Hen daedl g e S
IS B9 A1 32 &, (iRdd w9 9 g8 wRd Ht 8T, 99 & 89 99 &1 9T 33 Txdic Afganl @ e & ddg § S e
I &, S1a Afgcsli B ARG < B A AR 8, @ "Gl B GRID B, e B Aemw § I A 8, g
RE ¥ Afgcrslt &1 Wad 33 Wi ARE fadad ) g # wg orfid wwen arEd) § & wfgen s fdue off Sedt &
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# 39 R9g® & 79 ¥ IS FR g 3R 396 T § [ROR &l 9 G0 SRl g, b A-arR S g
TEH GUR & fof deed & ar 7 oy & # Swfie @l g, A w3 o wsi 481 € Ff¥aa @ & dehes &) s s
T3 A3 GV & Ady H Ao B aeR o B, 39S oy # enue! gwiare axdl €l

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. lady Members, I won't restrict the time for you. You will be given sufficient time.
There will be no time restriction for lady Members because the Bill is passed on their words. It must be on
record that this Bill was passed on the words of our hon. lady Members.

Now, Shrimati Krishna Tirath, if you want you can come to the front bench and speak. I have no power

to compel you.
SHRIMATI KRISHNA TIRATH Mr. Chairman, Sir, thank you. I am comfortable speaking from my seat.

MR. CHAIRMAN: As you please.
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YA R §| V4T e B ARy ARt a=g @l U9 B ¥ daR a9 8 3R I9a d1g ff I9H war § & & gz v
TR A I AEHT B FaT BT &, Al g IRB ITH A1 $9 YHR B &0 ge ue, I8 b T8 ol

ARGy, M9 & #9 3RgaR # vl f fhw axg A #fgen & IR d99 1 7 mn wife 9w Far M fF a8
AU qRID F AU A B FUY AR Y| WA weTsll A g9 & faw € 39 e B o w2 ek dfdem 3 ger vd
Afgerall &1 aRER H1 AHR & 21 st g gie ot gord € g8 e v AfdeR ft e aifey 6 &9 9fe @1 @ w31 ofa
ERI Sl AR fhy SR & A1 B8R & AR @Ml gR1 AT @ Wi S @R fpy o 8, S fued & forg s wfekaenedt
TARIT ST LIS § AMfh S0 U AATARI | FaTaT S 5 | VAT B[ 9747 SI] eI 8, S I fRwBToid d- A |

7EIey, Wvq & & #fden W fAdy®, 2005 & @ 3 # G ANHR B ISR BT faar 9 SR SHaR
frgfe, d=eror sifereTRAl & ey 3R P, Far Jerd AR WRGR & S e & aR ¥ We W ¥ Iookd fa 21 3 we
ot g9 fadgs # @ 1 € e wfgansit &1 g vd wfdw foehi

HElGd, YR S H AR & 3@l 8 @ HRYI, Y Head del ol o -

“raeT ST B O T8 HEHl
rfge § & g SiR ol F U

B9 39 Hfadl BT FHRAT I1ed 2| 39 9 & gR1 89 Afear & s+t wfdd <91 a8 & fh S9d FUR Sad Hfadr
FRaret 7 8 wh | 78 AF ¢ P a8 1wt A9 Sl X8, fT Sud TN S IAER B 8, 9% 9 B b o H 98
STt fopvor wreeadl, Wity wew & wead g 39 fAdus & wienw 9 Afgensli & SR St 'vq fFan el 8, a8 a5 arfl|
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eIy, 39D W-U # I GIa o aedl g 5 R oy fown & 79, afcs W @ e f wfger & wwr S
fEar At 8, 97 M = A IR 39 e & g1 oy srerar uRaR & 3w @ gRT fhY T SRt @ gfd e @1 I
firerm, I8 Safied W geaw fiemm, AfT 7@ sramar At wfgenslt &1 ome THR ¥ It gar & o @ SdfieT,
A-IT07 3R 3T BRI YR W Aferait b1 o WA § gar g 98 Wt @< 2 TRyl ufe gw Afkensi & Saited dadh
fiea @ aff & aiwel o TWH 3 e a1 &7 urad € & at 2001-02 #H 1,43,795 Huw PReS fFy g, af 2002 ik af
2003 H HHY: 1,43,034 BA 3R T a1 1,40,601 B4 Ao Y Y | Reelt # 1 AfFamel R JER iR IdsT &
gelt # B A TE g3 81 anft drer b1 IgreRr far w, el we-fory W € gv it Afgensit w e et 8 o #
HRe B e feehl # <@t g 6 ol gret & # 15-20 et & WoryN &% # TSl §U U Wt & g AR SUD gRI AT
e T dax T Ry SM & SR SW 9gd AN SR ARG W ¥ dcd feanl w9 gfow a8t ugd, o1 v s9 gfem
BT BT HA a1 ATedl 81N, A AAG FSDHI ATl B ¥d PRATS & HRU g8 JA1 A8 PR DI 39 IBR 4
Afgesll & AT S AR B B, S I & oy g9 S wee= fpy 7y € S waw Ry g € 9% wwht § an fea
ST AR | i AR H @ O € iR ae #F S Jughy a¥E O g g ff = 29 91ty 39 W ureed o e
ey | gwe SifaRew anfeandt et # #fecslt &1, ST $8 FR TR IR-AR IR AR a1 51 21 U9 /e a< em a1y
3R VY IR BT AHw B g oft RTs F e WS W]

FHIfY Hele, dordl oAl A AfRARil & A1 Wrfed gelhR ®I geAY B @ 1 39 UHR @ "edr Il grg A
gs| faeell # =l BRI d dellehR &1 TN g8, TR &Y, I 9d =R 291 & € Iarswr 2rpm73]|

[i74]

T Ael ® B &1 feite e ey, T 5 wad & oruR S¥ = A s el O 9gd o Afeed @l o ateR
& 3 Al & AT SRl 3H AfRATY €, Sl dTE] JATHY MU JMMATS 4 FT Wb, olfths ER b HIaR IWIT DI FET B!
g1 ol & 5 59 fefws @ S o ferm 3R 9 o smars @Y geie S} wa i iR s welRal & ¥ el s af
2 WR H, IJAT-AAT UH H AR B b9 AHA AN| e F 525 ARl & WA qARHR S BE gUI HAH ATSE
AEiHd Blersl BT Al A gAT o1, AR < ASibd Bfed H T4 & WY TADhR B S garll

MR. CHAIRMAN : Madam, I have given you unlimited time. There is no restriction for ladies!

... (Interruptions)

sfrct oo AR - vw fee F @A 81 S| S¥ 99 B @) won fAel, dft S9 99 a9 Rl & SR SR @l vl
IE a1 foT ae & foeeh IFafGS d gad R 7 S wee oft, T8 SUD WY TARHR ATl SF De BT BIg IR T8l gal,
DI Hadld I Bidl B ol Al @Ry, aft 1 e A1 W IH 81 webhdl 2| WHfdd ddllchR SRl FIl, 39 a¥8 B
A Afgeriall & WY B W &l AR T BR W, 7 SRR H, T W@d ¥, 7 @ietgd #, 799 #H, T IR H, T oA #H, 7 Higead H
HE YRMET e 21 g e 2 % g7 Wb A7 B forg € we R wran g g9 s &1 F quedy wAt g

Yo BRSBTS 91 €, 39 A swH <@ T g | oft, S R e WRER N IR 99 € 9 U AHal
W 9gd &F <t € ok et € 5 e v faw o, Rrwr wfgemet o ot wfad fra, seer wudfieror @ agae
[T 8, qe 98 NIRS w9 W, " W ¥, s w0 94, Aafors w5 A R worEfa § ff 9% e frerl S e
39 G @R o1 %@ 2| H dadt 39 fad & ar # 2-3 Aol FE arghl, S # g 2
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W1 gema ® fb Afen @ W e Us firel, R S99 99 IR @R 8, i 8, i 99 W B SHal
WA FE AT R, T WIS aqTeA, T WG AT Al IAP! WHN AR W W A TS et | 91 dF R ¥ et & 91, S
IS o drd &0 8 4P 9d $B IS 9491 11 Bl 8, 396 oy U o a4, - 9 @ o 3R BRI 011
3R A TV WRITS €, T4 qF D! AN &l Al S1d], T4 db WHR IAD 6@ H| AT i TRed 3 TRe 4 375
forg Refafereem dved am S ok SHT @@ By, IO T S fer anfeul

1 T © 1 g HA1 A =y [ St grr S Reme arn w g, § g 9He Hdl g1 39 S gEa
I E, I @A U I A B U B, [ e TN S| SHS i H D! g=gars <ol g 6 o g2 wwy f{a)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, let us hear a husband-Member. Shri Mitrasen Yadav to speak now. A male Member is
speaking. Afterwards, I will call the women Members. Shri Yadav, you can speak now.

sft s arg@ A |qEfa Sff, A9 AW 9 S TTad foan 8 ORT SEaR SS9 goNd ) of| I gad Jeaqof
e R WAy foan, Sue fou # smuer ol g iR 39 s &1 wwef s gl

Ud qd g4 Al gsilt fh 7 gAR aiRdiRe Sfias & forg 9 BT @l Srexd 8rFfl, S-gor @ Redl # b o
SreRd Brfl, WiE-aeT & Red # P B ewd enft| 9gd § U gAR ariiie Red € R wem 98, afes g, A,
WTEART Sl T8 A B A €1 8T B VAT 919 TE 931 B, S AN I B Jr fHA YR B IATIR BT dE1%d hY
TP | O TSd! 91 Bl & d I9 WIS 3R IYHT a9 IY (Y= ATHT B IR A Jd & N 99 98 <! el g Jar 2l 2
ar ofy & e F STt 1 g8t ff S Aiged, wan &R UW fraar § oiR Feror e €1 o9 S9d 9w 8 9§, o9 98 A
a7 ot & a1 tESSEd +EEe® cEUfA =°F4 +EEn® niiEd cé*[i75]

[MSOffice76]

i 7g FaTel wer taT BT € 6 39 Safled ¥ S W @l o g1 H g ot gu aredr § 5 s et R e € afd
Qa1 A 1 81 gul {6 o g1 & wu # a1 B gt A wfgen & w7 a1 @ Al Af} Wi 9 399 ger dar a3
3aYT FEdl 6 & O B T Uar B At | AR e ® 6 S g9 WRE & forg g Sy, dfehd &) e B 9
T& 2. .. (cgaum)

sfiect fopor AREat ¢ wvfa Sft, MiffeT & @ g7 o= & Pdra fear Sl . . (@raums)

SHRIMATI TEJASWINI SEERAMESH (KANAKAPURA): Sir, that word should be removed...
(Interruptions) Without women where is this world... (/nterruptions)

sft 3 gepTer qEt U AN A a1 TE H W | gD Ut B remer N @ v ARk 2. . (aus)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Please do not disturb.
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... (Interruptions)
SHRIMATI TEJASWINI SEERAMESH : We are proud to be women... (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: [ will tell you one thing. You can use only parliamentary words. Those words which are

unparliamentary will be expunged.

#ft R argd : gAR < H 9 g @ A drel @ Ed 81 S @ GHA | G| dTell rel dTel Pl AR dledl & 3R el
qTAT gRDI ATl BT TR Hied &l U0 gd! arel iR ST arel B R @l 87 WA 7 S GOR H oW ¥ U TE TEl gul
of {6 gH Jaem™ & R a1 81 ATed @ A1 fReg & eR Yar g Ared g1l wfeen Yar g wed g1 ar g dar € ared @l
S BN BIS @l T8 21 39 Aftdl @ BIS Wal T8 2] R HanH & B8 wdr T8 gl gAR e H R g,
SHREl € et 89 RieR g &1 #ra w\re # a1 g8 g3l B R A $1 gAR QA | I A FAS BN A
gl # Srar g 6 afeard 57 srel @ @t &1 Rer akft 21 afeard snfde qerht ot Rer € At snfde wa
@ R g I gt § dewe @) ReR g oflen ot Rier € gifodl @ ReR € 3o san @ Rer 8 aRereaa a3t
R €1 37 T WH ¥ F9M B AU Had BT BT GER G B! T8 §, afcs B U §RId], BT SR Araar §
SR A @1 Oend &1 BAR TSl § $B U 6ReIY, $B U TAY GRS GRATY ae! Ay o Afgernslt & arer s
S, wEdar iR a1 &1 @I9ER BT 7, SUD! ¥ PR G | I Ui WHIG H AAd], WiEeEd 3R 9ig &1 W9 i1 8 6o

IRT HEAT & [ P MY g1, AP I & IR $V TA ew, 8 Al 7gfl & 1 € i1 Afensii & arr S
& JRY W IIATER W | arg 98 I M0 ST AT 8, 918 Bl 9T &), arg fadfl ghR &1 IfisT 21l I Iadts
T A B Raad FEAE B e oifd v Salied $ Ay S FF T, IW@St . gRum B iR S B
[ ST SIEA? S AW fhfAe vae & d8d ofdT ®, SWd dgd dw afed fHar Sl ag ft S gnml gwfan g9
B BT T T Igd AADT SR Aoiia B a1 7 81 [ wig-aga, S ok #wi-9¢ & Redl # ok dgan da
B WY FE AR GAre iR AfE qusAl @ RE T gol WYl B S qUsdl § Irewigdl @ % of oMl dTed
[MSOffice77]!

16.00 hrs.

[R78

TE DHaA BIAI A Tl 8N afeds AmTiore Redi & 8RN Afde HIa I 78R, MRV, 9 dd o dwpia at
ToT Bt ® 3R O W g favg wWe foaT o B S WA R ®eid 9 oM Uiy, $Wfy 39 favad o 99t qdsdr &
Y AT AT 89 9hT [T D &l

I uRl & A1 H AU Id qATG BT g
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SHRI C.K. CHANDRAPPAN Sir, [ support the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Bill, 2005. This

is a very important Bill. It can even be termed as a historic Bill. As I understand, there is no legislation in our
country which so far explains or defines what 1s domestic violence. This legislation, for the first time, gives a
very wide definition on domestic violence. I think that will help to protect the rights of the women when they
are attacked even in the privacy of their homes.

It is reported that there are 31 per cent of the cases registered related to domestic violence. It is also
reported that a very few cases are reported because women are afraid or social taboos are attached to that. So,
they will not report all the crimes that are committed at home. This Bill enables women to protect their rights, to
seek the help of the legislation and also to take the perpetrators of crime to the courts. These are the positive
signs so far as the law is concerned. This is a legislation for which all the women organisations in the country
were always fighting for. Probably, the Left Parties always extended support to this cause. Therefore, Sir, |
support this Bill. But, when we are supporting this legislation, we have to think also whether the legislation is
enough to protect the rights of women. The constitutional provisions are mentioned in the aims and objects of
this Bill. They are there. It is a fact that women are shabbily treated. We have been discussing the other day
about the problems of children — the child labour. There are innumerable laws to prevent the child labour but
child labour is very much prevalent. So, a law is good; it is enabling the concerned people to go to the courts
and seek remedy. But the more important thing 1s perhaps the social awareness, particularly the social
awareness of the concerned sections. Women should themselves be aware of the fact that they are oppressed —
they are socially and economically oppressed — and if they are aware of that, then this law can be utilised. It 1s
another fact that there should be a political will on the part of the rulers to support the women and those who are
suffering. If these three things are combined, namely, the social awareness, the political will, the awareness of
the concerned sections that they are victims of certain circumstances, then probably this legislation will be more
effective in protecting their rights[c79].

[krr80]

Sir, ours 1s a traditional Indian society. We always say that women are our goddesses, many of them are
‘devis’. If you look into the Puranas, for example, all those devis were oppressed in the conditions of the
domestic situation prevailing then. The women characters in our Puranas — whether it is Sita, Panchali or
Rukmini or anybody else — spoke not Sanskrit but they spoke Prakrit. Why was it? It was because according to
the ancient law of Manu, the women as well as the Shudras were told that — “You are not supposed to learn

Sanskrit’. So, even the devis in the Indian Puranas were speaking Prakrit. ... (Interruptions)
SHRI B. MAHTAB (CUTTACK): Gargi was speaking Sanskrit. ... (Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Chandrappan, do not look behind. You address the Chair.

SHRI C.K. CHANDRAPPAN : Gargi was not a devi. She was one of the outstanding women intellectuals who

could compete with the male intellectuals of that time. I am talking about Indian devis. ... (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN : Shri Chandrappan, do not look behind. You are addressing the Indian Parliament.
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... (Interruptions)

SHRI C.K. CHANDRAPPAN : Sir, Draupadi was speaking Prakrit. ... (Interruptions) That was the traditional
society’s influence. That is perpetrated by feudalism and the society which is traditional, which is feudal and
which is also patriarchal, will not easily allow to implement this legislation just because the legislation is
adopted.

You see what had happened. Sati was perpetrated in Rajasthan. We had seen the case of Roop Kanwar. It
had been reported that she was killed by a certain section of people who wanted to build a temple for sati,

though there was a legislation against sati.

What I am trying to say is we support this legislation wholeheartedly. We want the Government to show
sufficient political will to implement it. It is a very difficult thing. We wanted the womenfolk in the country to be
aware of the fact that they would be enabled by this legislation to get their rights protected. If all these things are

going together, then this legislation will make a meaningful change in our society.

With these few words, I extend my wholehearted support to this legislation.

sfiecht frafear s wwfa weiey, wfganett & 9fd ovq f&an ok gadaer ue weaye fam 81 oxel fEwn @ afeen wdweor £
qIP, 2005 P WIHR A GAE # WA [Ha1 8, § I9@d1 @ ddl g ok i G o By axdt ) A ga
ST B TTHIT 50 URET ® 1R @ &1 A ® 5 &€ Sl & a Wt Afkansit o Ry o w8 @ s ua
ol 3t freht o Tt 81 wdRe, @ifte, Wifes, waTEs ik e SafteT @1 Rer Afgard ekt E) e § wee
aqf w89 W W@ wfgensi @ G arh 78 2l i & ufa 8 arelt oiRe 7 amfve 9 e & a#g &1 wad S
aoid Hel 2| R = e @, e WR W g, AiEiieE S BT aEd AT Yg B AR HBeq drdl M B Sarell B W A
8, SUP! U I AT SiRA B & gufad w21 B @ g w0 @ fe 9w ware & gfedor Rmier Bar € et 9
3IRT dTeqe vt 21 g8 o wa g1 ofivd & fiaw 3 fFar & Ryafrer & goend yor g & & & wirdt 81 a9 d1 &) g
# FHS @ drEd 9¢ B Ufy & § ofd gER dvdiawyr & SR A U oot $B WEl & 9R ARA o ce[r81]1

U3 & A0 HIE T S YU Pl AR STeH B forwd1 Bl AR q@1 f&m 21 o1 BT U ARG W4 ol o1 I8 8| Tt & fapr
# g ARl e & dwrEat B T # & W@ R S B IHEEl S S 1w e a2l e 9w # A
ST o & oS uiE W ¥UY W PRI, HA U A q@rsil| FeAfS ST YOI T BT T ARA H & el § afcd gAR A
S <9 T R i <u W afed R fRwm WA 7@ Rfy 21 anar & 5 da wram Y areran @ ot dediaRn & gat 2l
AN DIRIYR forel & o181 A # oIRil §, Ueen dedidl 4 as® SR dSH! B o WAl <l 1| SUH! <&@ A Jal dordl 8
o v oR aedl & G 725 asfea off, sufery I faar & A ¥1 err ¥t ave @ asfeal &1 R ©9 S srem o
I8 8 g foy far o i g1 safey a9 Rggs @ fawga afieg # <@ 8| i 49 ugal @e1 5 afensii &1 geen
3R I A & foy & S a1 & oifdhd I urad # &t 21 = e # e & <€ &F # o8 af o S &1 g
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S YUTEl @I el BN 3R RT3k &8 &1 Urae Her 8N % SR a9 oF A GAisil &1 & T8l sl g6 Ug
gfFad HAr 8 6 B &1 Herg ¥ ureH 8 3R

qE g1 W WA Wl 3R g8l 7 a2l O SErfd 8§ 9 6 el St @ U e § IR Sl SideR, dadid,
SRR 3R IR B0 & 9 99 I=ead! B gl R 2| Aofad AR gt A7 B Oqo dd &1 99 At S @ adt A g,
IS T TAAd B ¢ O fhY SR SR T8 Wohe RN AT B, T8 WA @t 91d gl &9 I@aR # uer o f5 uw far
T TSB! B WY TARHR fHaT a1, T8 919 THRAT A off St ARY| PR VAT DI AAER IRAT & A SAD FUR HS! ToR
@t aifey &k 9@ folv a® S 9ga & g

TS & FHS H A 3 5 ARt goi & Wi HY J den Aare) ael @ 3w 9 B HH 7 wHel AR g
it 1 ft wfgenelt & wfa e FoRaT aea T B W, FgE, TS 3R g BT UH MR W gl o ug # wadw o
o Bl bR I arell qar Aoigd ARl arell S el 8, S99 99 W Bl ARYAl vgAl Wil 81 Wi Uh ER Bl goord
Bl 8, B R B gouid el 2l U 39 R9wd F onuR fiem a1 a8 e w1 oiR A @ "uiga &1 wahd Bl BN <9 H
Al I B9 ¥ P I BN 3R Pgr I B W U I B Wehal gl A B G=ervr Al a1 98 a8t B R
FEl 2, 3 ORaRr & oMyR W N ot AL & sreme st eRe warR St ¥, Werg # Ot wwy 98 g O @
1994 # S Afeenall & forg qarre o el Acd d @I @ B AT B} & oAt TR yg gan o1 6 e Afgend fae

feafdarg e # o1 dadl off| SUd 9gd g9l BrIal R G9Adq dfgarsii o1 faR82]|

HEIGY, 319 T8 3Mavdd & b Afgamsit & frn, wrey iR | ifoie =g & &3 § AR Bl BB B HRAT 2l
fRiféra, wraer 3R w@ve Afke BT T HF B oRRA T8 T, A A AT 2

TR, U iR we@yul farg @t iR # Imudst e afia dAn aredt § ok 98 € wifsanl Wi srfa e
o, AR U= iRl # Al &1 o W fGErn Siar € SW a9 @6l WRaR @I 39 3R o ded SO
B @ g # Al eve ffn @ Rrer ol € farg oo <wr 9t fRIRY oo wer & faaome 81 sids 39 4w §
fop anf¥es s & arace Afgenstt & uf fEa @ geait # gfE g8 2

o] fEr @ Adw & forg o1 fgwsd amn T 8§ Sue dEfed @ @ ol €1 # g9 oy gdie @ sremen, s
Aiffar e &R st Sifa fig &1 aifiaes ol § ok afgarel o woifa § @t wa= wrfierd et arfegl # agh s
WRHR AT A et Tieg F Tog WwE # ugd Hy| ARnsl & Raemw wRe) B @ wfadfa v ara 39 fadas @,
ot g Mo a1 qerel § W SIe 999 ¥ gOuR o1, 3961 WA &3l g1 H 3@ @uedd it g1 #§ ofk 39 ],
T B IR 39T @R Bt gl

HEIG, AT Y3 dre & A foan, s9@ forg § syt 9ga-9ga A <ol gl

MR. CHAIRMAN : I would like to mention that sufficient time is being given to all the hon. lady Members to
speak on this issue. They are being given as much time as they like, and there is no restriction on it. Next is
Shrimati Jayaprada.
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SHRI L. RAJAGOPAL (VIJAYAWADA): Sir, I would like to lay my speech on the Table of the House. I am

making a request because permission has not been given to do it.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, you can lay your speech on the table of the House.
... (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Jayaprada, you can come to the rows in the front and speak.

SHRIMATI JAYAPRADA Sir, with your permission, I would like to come to the rows in the front to speak.
MR. CHAIRMAN: If you want, you can come to the very first row also.
SHRIMATI JAYAPRADA : Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir.

HRIGY, TSl TXe] SdeT R e R ol & & g # ¥gi W 39 9a7 A @ | F gwend @E ¥ w6 R
HE 3T B, T8 I AHS A el o W& &l # 3 A} 9gd gfaer # g

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shrimati Jayaprada, you can start from your home itself.
SHRIMATI JAYAPRADA : Sir, I am trying to do it.

weIed, B9 9999 A T8l A o (b a9 P G99 B (¢ B B H 980 G g [ § U Wik w9 F &
3¢ & 3R 9@ § omaw # ofl, q@ W A9 He o1 6 59 WwWe B 'W “ oHd 30 SHIBH! ” Ped & §9 9id T8l o & al
& T W F Told foran < §

“F | T3 T A @, 9| T @ T - e |
e | Al IF T G, 9 T eyl

#RlIed, GRS H g8 ard w8 aw # 29l F e ugaE & g wer IEE[r83]1

[R34]

AR WA IE gfaen & fb et @y 81 F 97 91d ded gy SoeE d § 6 wwrer 4 S e 2 8, S99 W e fhar S
2l gl AR g, Ao 8 AT B W fikar 81, 99 W e g gan g1 9 g T8 S Al b wwHe # E-g Bl
3T AT ARG | I 984 8 3787 a1 B, Sl §9 AN Ped ©) 99 U iR 30 U F Fear it g, @ 98§ 7% faw o
ST & 5 98 dsdT ¥ A1 drsdt| ds@l Ue B P 91 98 &Y W9 A URAR @Y AT HAT aredl 81 98 'R A TP A q9PR IR
T FHAT B, I IR goold & Gl B, Tl gh) WAl B qdH! § AR g8 ahx G ff TR a2 g3 9ue § T8l
3T 6 5/ &F T BIe ¥ M) B WY gerd €, ) SR 96 SUe @R TR RBaX 8 Wi &, 9% BieAl T8l ared, afh
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T4 B9 S Fed! DI UTdR 81 B ©, A1 99 TR A1 & Tl od 8| 98 TASd Sd I Hi-q Pl TR BISHY TGRS St
g d AN P YoIbx Dac WYV b € Ul gfvar wwerdl &1 Hi-ag o S S 3RAF W Aoid €, 1P a8 g @, oAfdA
g § QET TE 8l @ B GAdel Sd € W gfAen ¥ B Ol § IR 99 W AATER BN oA 8| 98 (U Hi-amg 3R
WS-8 P R BISHR T8l ol 8, Sgf &1 ATerd S9a foy & avg 3ol & 3R Sl I9 W TR 8§, 9 AR &
PIRMG P STH B 3T IASD Sia BT a1 | I eI, TP ITD FR T ACARZS & oy, ) & foy sramar faan
ST & 3R ISP O §9 Aol A o Ot wHe ot ot 21 I8 RN IeR &1 g B9 IUS WY IR %@ T TE A uwe |
TE AT B W TS D T BFF G1Y & 3R §9 1 38 81 B9 STAT § AR AGRT B, AMpT & GHS ST ATSSAUC el
qqd UTY| SIq Ih A BT ATSSHC el 450, 99 db T8 AATEAR eral |

BRI SRA, HIUY HAT
TRA] T, WY AT, T et

9 3Rd BT et Ped & AT Ped &l TR BT AT Bed 2 3R RGP S Fed & <feT a8 Afger o s <t B St
W FATR B 8, IW WH B B S B 2| 99 IF Al H @ HR o, a1 {6 garsr 7@ =, a8 o & =2,
Fife fhe @ aR1 7 & @ 8 Sl R g gic W) @ara v, @ Fel ! Sua fon e emerfiRar anfegl 9'
et @t eofl, S wfgen @ o gEEr Bl

37TST gl qTER SR ST HRAT aTad! 2| TS TSl # Afgell BT aqal g © &4 o I8 &l 98 WA A Siav
3T R R @Sl B BT B B VE R, Afh A aTel S el TE I} @ | gafong aiferar & fog e agd ol 1
# oreR @) a1 FE B, AT Mg H G, G QG 3H 91 B G & B St wqidi # gp W T $eR drel T8 2[R8S]|

a8l fpa aifdien £7 wele, vl ad fem & &, 4 gl W AR @A ik W f6 dedl perdd €, 99 uar 8, dsdl
PG &, Y TUTET MMER A1 ¥ ISP BT T 8, I8 915 # qEY =X Joit Mg, 98 WRn e 2| #eled, Ig Amiachal 4
geerll, 39 € T8¢l U ard § SR el dred! g b oid sAR 71 8W U # w@dl ® A 98 Wradl & iR agee 3 |l gud
g fop I8 @1 € AT ASH! &, USel Ay UFAN P SO | 3R AT ASRATT H FG HRIGH a1 g1 Tl 6 a8 115 91 B
q1e aRId Adell 21 39T Adad ? 6 d8 dSd! @ SwRd T8 § - 39 dRE B AHfASa Al b gl § o & g B
IRAT & 1Y q8

RIS ST 8, Afh a8l 99 @ B forg AR R oian € F Wit & A R I AR S0 € iR 7w orft o 2 T R e
gafa IR B & AfhT g ol ff Ta Y@ Bl 3 GURT 984 & e

39 e # # U 91 wE aredl g 6 e e aemad) # ' €S9 ad § asfeal o fen & fog, swe
BTl SF @ g a1 & W® WM & U, 5@ arER Ao €, d el 39S oy Y& 87 98 99 H Skl 8, 98l Wbl XU Bldl
2l 98 gford W Rt 8 9% UM & foy, o a8 wie & vEd 99 T 21 98 Sue A1Y AR BT §, SHH! XU
a4 | 0 R & @' @i Sg? o <@ @ € P Ue gferd anfther I9 Afgen @ e TE @R Adhdl, 98 HA IR TE
FX Ghdl, q I8 Bl SMg? H ga wiefr SAn At g 6 9w 7 S ok gfery @ S ardwen g, I9H 9qad el 9 gl
ST fIER Afgel & TR IATER BT & ISIHT N7 AT €, SIP RITh T F G HIIarel At FIfev| S ad1 1
Y 5 7R $9 TRE & IR Afgelrell & FW BN W, 3FR g8 Afdareil & M0 & SR §9a7 € O IH A& o T
T S Tt & 3R 3O BIg ot 8 Bt arfgel # 5 @ dn A8 & arEdt € o o wd dr oawn g S9 A
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g o @1 OeRd &, @i 16 Wil I1 21 ATl Uh-Udh BF Told1 ol Sl aiff & 4 a9 B g/ex (Ndd 9g iR S S91h
T T 8, SUD g A FRem & onf| o § ud ard R el dred! § f6 5@ e gadn 9wy |rl @l diew & forg
faar g, e ARS Siecd @l I e oY Bl

#eIgd, 4R< ¥, there are two individuals who have to keep respect for each other. Marriage has to be
maintained with respect and decorum in the society. a4 & S4 Red @t goord el arfl, DIs B 99 R &1 q@n
TE TG # U aTd SR HEl Al g b ARS EIeg § |l 9 delld o & [y i €, d i o 87 Afgard e
g ¥ TS o & foy T8 IRt €1 o g=dl P, U IRAR HT BIS WX o 98 dold o & fog SRt € 98 9gd
drererrd BT g1 offhd § deal aredl g b g IR A ¥, BRI S¥ UHAE Q9T 99 €, S8l &R URAR & 9l 9e Uedl &
[, T R A & U¥E B ol a ufFedt < A 96 A 2, ife ufded Suif A wiaw B a9 @ @ g weAr
AfTHer 81 I &1 9 AT i A e T8 B €, Al A BT SRAM, AT BT AU & ASD] o] © Sdih D FWR
TR BT 81 9 Tow & oy, wirere & forg erdk @ 38 € a1 U9 @l & ol <1 St © | 7 359 fa &1 aneds ot §
Afh § v a1d SRR dEaT ATl g b sad O uriifed Wried € 9 o Ei86]|

Ig 9gd & dRifea e &l swe! o some wx @ 0 i E1 § we aed € 5 e o uRar @, wrd
@1, TRl &1 3 ARG SEIeRE BT FHT B 8, ST SHST FOIIRT T Y 3R ST Hel g HYl 89 |F AfRaraii
Bl AR & AR BT 39 A ¥ Braar S & AU S ol aifRy| aftaeli @ S & fav ar wet @ S9aT g
ATHHBY $v& AT daTT AIfeY| 89 el Tl &, 89 &< Afgcll § ST Pl AT @1 dred & | Afgern Orgd st & o &1 w9 g
I W ST MMEHt TR R4 €, 3R WAl # 99 <At Sgdd a1 77 gfied & ey, . (2rdem)

3fd #, # 78 Fe dredl g b wRa S w0 # 91 @9 S A @en dedl dgd faar &1 w21 8w 9w e 7 @i
aerdl § iR foft wR AR 71 <& ared | 9 I8 W e arsar g 6 iR @1 sa daeiR W1 T 98 | vsffReEE # uRada
AR, B A o g € 37 Gemwsit @1 gfiede R aifd 572 Jedl 9 St =g i |

@ #A (s efter v 3Ne) ¢ WA . . (IAETH) SITUDT T BT TAT? AT a1 el bed ol 7. . (QIaETH) AR FHTI
HEGY, A AERT J Had o § Sfeeiail W cmaR & aid $al 8, o gal fogr o= 91fey, I8 Tad gl

SHRI L. RAJAGOPAL As our Hon’ble Prime Minister mentioned in his inaugural speech, “every five years a
million women are being elected to the Panchayats of our country. This large-scale mobilization of women in
the public life of our country is an unprecedented event and it is the most important political intervention aimed
at the empowerment of women anywhere in the world. We should salute Rajiv ji for launching this great
journey of women’s empowerment in India.”

On one side, women are surging forward to reach greater heights everywhere in the world, in every
sphere of life. But again on the other hand, we see violence targeted against women not only in our country but
also in every corner of the world. According to USA statistics, every year approximately two million women
are physically and sexually assaulted or stalked by an intimate partner in the USA.
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In the United Kingdom, the police receive 1300 calls everyday for assistance from domestic violence. In

any one day nearly 7000 women and children are sheltering from violence in the U.K.

Today I wish to discuss about domestic violence, the possible solutions and the required laws to be
enforced.

Domestic violence which involves physical abuse such as hitting, punching, kicking, sexual abuse and
psychological abuse like intimidation, threats, mind games, harassment, damaging property to hurt someone,
allowing children to see or hear any domestic violence, controlling someone’s money etc., are all serious crimes

against society. Not only women but also children under 17 should be protected against domestic violence.

Thousands of people, especially women, are regularly beaten, tortured and in some cases killed by their
spouses or co-habitants. Domestic violence occurs in all segments of social and economic backgrounds. There
is a positive co-relation

* Speech was laid on the Table.

between spouse abuse and child abuse and even if children are not directly assaulted, they suffer deep and
lasting emotional effects from exposure to domestic violence. Female foeticide, dowry death or harassment,
mental and physical torture, sexual trafficking and public humiliation are also some other forms of violence

against women.

Though widely prevalent, domestic violence is rather neglected in our country. Section 489 — A of the
IPC, 1860 deals with offence, where a women faces cruelty from her husband or his relatives. But legislation
should be brought to provide protection of victims of domestic violence and also at the same time preserve the

family under civil law.

Marital violence mostly takes place in the privacy of the home, behind closed doors. A woman can not

call upon any independent witnesses to testify in here favour and prove here case “beyond reasonable doubt™.

With the increase of nuclear families in cities, and apartment mode of living no assistance or security is
available to a city-based woman, who suffers behind the closed doors of her flat. The city scenario is worst than
that of rural areas where there are Panchayats, or village elders who come to rescue or negotiate in case of acute
domestic violence. Rural domestic violence is open and seen whereas the life of a battered women behind their
doors 1n city doesn’t come out as everybody lives in isolation. Educated and career focused women fear for their

dignity and reputation, lack of elderly assistance and moral support.

In new Delhi, India, a brilliant doctor tries to commit suicide after her husband slaps her for contradicting

him in from of his friends.
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A former beauty queen tells police she was coerced into “entertaining other men” after being locked in a

room without food for days by her husband.

In Bombay a neighbour responded to distress calls from a woman battered by her husband for refusing to

let him watch a particular TV program in from of the children.

The wife of a highly placed bureaucrat finally speaks up after enduring years of physical and mental

abuse for being unable to bear a child.

While the findings are not new, the study has incubated a new round of debate about the cultural
underpinnings to domestic violence, especially in India, where the study found a woman’s risk of being beaten,

kicked or hit rose along with her level of education.

Of the women reporting violence, 50% were kicked, beaten or hit when pregnant. About 74.8% of the
women who reported violence have attempted to commit suicide. Educated women are aware to their rights.
They are no longer willing to follow commands blindly. When they ask questions, it causes conflicts, which, in

turn, leads to violence.

In India, men have always been taught to perceive themselves as the superior sex, and nourished with a
thought that they have to control their wives, especially if they are considered disobedient.

But, surprisingly incidence of sexual violence is found among highly educated men. 32% men with zero
years of education and 42% men with one-to-five years of education resorted sexual violence. Among men with
six-to-10 years of education —as well as those with higher education, this figure increases to 57%. In the lowest
rungs of the socio-economic ladder — migrant labor, cobblers, carpenters, and barbers — sexual violence rate 1s
35%. The rate almost doubled to 61% among the highest income groups. Researchers have not determined why

men with higher incomes and educations are more likely to be violent towards women.

Similarly, a study, based on police records, to evaluate the functioning of sections of the Indian Penal
Code, conducted by a group of women activists associated with the Tata Institute of Social Sciences in Mumbai,
indicated that 40 per cent of women were dead by the time their families came to lodge complaints against their

violent husbands.

Thus, numerous women continue to suffer humiliation and battering, many even to the point of death,

despite the existence of stringent laws in their favour.

On the other hand, there is a growing and widespread feeling that these laws are being used by most

police officers and lawyers to help unscrupulous daughters-in law to hold their in-laws to ransom.

All these amendments placed draconian powers in the hands of the police without adequate safeguards
against the irresponsibility of the enforcement machinery. The truth is that there were adequate provisions in the
IPC Section 323, 324, 325 and 326 for use against anyone who assaults a woman or causes her injury. But the
police would, in most cases, not register a complaint against a husband under these sections, even where there
was clear evidence that the wife’s life was in grave danger. This was partly because, as habitual users of
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violence, policemen, more than any other section of our population, find it easy to condone beatings and even

murder of wives by husbands.

The basic problem with the present laws dealing with domestic discord and marital abuse 1s that instead
of providing effective remedies through civil laws, the whole matter has been put under the jurisdiction of

criminal laws, with every draconian provisions to make their implementation stringent.

This is what scares many women from approaching the police or the courts for protection, because once
they put their husbands behind bars, they know then that they are in a fight to the finish.

One of the tragedies of independent India is that we have not yet learnt to distinguish between reasonable
and unreasonable laws, between implementable and unimplementable laws, just as we have failed to create a

law-enforcement machinery capable of providing genuine recourse to all those whose rights have been violated.

However, if instances of manipulation of such laws become common, we will get less and less sympathy
for the plight of women in our society. Those of us who are concerned about expanding the horizons of
women’s freedom and strengthening their rights, both within the family and in the public domain, ought to be

taking note of these developments as they arise.

To bring down domestic violence the police force should play a vital role and for this purpose the
individual police person should possess knowledge of the Act and an understanding of the process of domestic

violence.

However, this Govt. under the able guidance of Smt. Sonia Gandhi, Chairperson, UPA, has brought
relevant law today which addresses the lacuna in the existing Law for Domestic Violence.

(1Y

Finally, I conclude by quoting Mahatma Gandhi’s words that “ Real Swaraj will come not only by

acquisition of authority by few, but acquisition of Capacity by all to resist the authority when it is abused”. I am
sure this new law will tackle and punish the perpetuator of heinous crimes against women and will provide the

required capacity to women to resist any kind of abuse at home or outside.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIR

MR. CHAIRMAN : Hon. Members, I have to inform the House that today in the meeting of the Business

Advisory Committee, it was decided that in order to provide sufficient time for completion of essential

Government business, the House might sit on Monday, the 29t and Tuesday, the 30th August, 2005. There will
be no Question Hour on those days. I hope the House would agree to this.

21/23



11/9/2018
SEVERAL HON. MEMBERS: Yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shrimati C.S. Sujatha. If you want to make speech from the front row, you are welcome.
You are a fighting lady. You should make speech from the front row.

SHRIMATI C.S. SUJATHA Thank you, Sir. I would like to use this opportunity to congratulate the hon.
Minister. It 1s a very important Bill. I rise in support of the Bill. This Bill 1s comprehensive in defining domestic

violence - physical, mental, verbal, economic and sexual[R87].

For the first time, marital rape has been recognised as violence against women. I feel that the
introduction of this Bill is a timely step taken by the Government, and almost all women organisations in the
country welcomed the Bill. This Bill, indeed, is a sigh of relief to the lakhs of women across the country who

suffer.

Sir, the term ‘domestic violence’ 1s not defined under the Indian laws. Remedies under the existing laws
are only available to married women. The remedies that are available in the civil laws of divorce on the grounds
of cruelty and the criminal laws that are directed towards the punishment of offenders, are both inadequate.
There is no law in India that provides relief to women in situations of violence. This Bill is directed towards

fulfilling this lacuna.

Researches reveal that more than 60 per cent of women face domestic violence at some point in their
marred life. But it is a fact that though domestic violence is prevalent and rampant, it still remains invisible.
There is no effective legal mechanism through which the victim could seek redressal of her grievances. In most
cases, the victim suffers the pain and humiliation mutely for the fear of being rendered homeless. In wide range
of cases, the women are blackmailed into withdrawing the cases on the question of custody of the children. On
these aspects, the new clauses, which are added in the Bill making the perpetrator liable for ensuring
accommodation of the victims and also granting temporary custody of children to the aggrieved woman, are
laudable.

The proposed measures in ensuring adequate financial protection to the aggrieved is a positive step.
There are instances that women are denied the legal help in cases where the formalities of marriage are not
complied with. In many cases, women are induced to marry men who deliberately conceal their previous
marriage. But this Bill effectively tries to plug this lacuna.
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Sir, although the Bill is comprehensive and will benefit the women in the country in a big way in
dealing with domestic violence, it is doubted that some of the provisions in the Bill would not be in the best
interest. The appointment of Protection Officer will not bring the desired effect. There are apprehensions that
this position of a third party is liable to be misused. It is possible that the position of the officer could provide
space for corruption. So, while appointing the Protection Officer, the House should be assured that sufficient
care will be taken so that the Protection Officer might not be a person of corrupt background, and he should be
gender sensitive.

Another lacuna in the Bill is that only the registered NGOs are granted rights to provide services to the
aggrieved women. But there are numerous women organisations dealing with this i1ssue. In fact, it 1s the result
of the consistent efforts of these organisations in making awareness among the people to struggle for such a
legislation that the Bill has now been introduced. It is, therefore, essential that such organisations too are

considered for providing services to the victims.

Sir, our experience 18 that merely making a legislation would not make much difference in the ground

realities. Therefore, it is imperative to ensure sincere implemen
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