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THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN . You
spoke very well,

The House ig adjourned till 2.30 for
lunch.

The Houge then adjourned for luach
at forty minutes past one of the
clock,

The House reassembleq after luach
at thirtyfour minutes past two of the
clock, TRE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR) in the
Chair,

THE NATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR WOMEN BILL, 1990—CONTD.
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“Woman is the compenion of man
and is gifted with equal mental cap-
acities, She hag the right to pariici-
pate in the minutest details of actis
vities of wman and has e
same right of freedom and Ilib-
erty as he. By sheer force of vicious
customs even the most ignorant and
worthless men have beea enjoying
a guperiority over womepn  which
they do not deserve and ought not
to have'
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SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: Sir,
this has been the convention in
this House that there must always be
at least one Cabinet Minister on
roster duty in the House. (Interrup-
tions) At least a Cabinet Minister
should be present when the important
Bills are discussed. (Interruptions)
Not even the Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs is there. (Interrup-
tions) There is a convention that the
Cabinet Minister should be present in
the House, (Interruptions)
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): Let me
clarify. I think this is very clear. We
are discussing the Bill Technically,
the Deputy Minister is here and she
is not here on roster duty. She is
piloting the Bill. But let us be fair
to the woman Minister. Let her not
suffer, (Interruptions).

SHRI P. SHIV SHANKER: We
welcome her. We congratulate her.
She is sitting there and she is doing
wonderfully well. That is not the
point. (Interruptions).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR):If she js
feeling lonely, her colleagues might
join her. (Interruptions).

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA:
Sir, from the Chair, you have to pro-
tect the convention of the House. The
convention has been that there must
also be a Cabinet Minister, (Interrup~-
tions).
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SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATA-
RAJAN: She is the only Minister left
in this Government. They have
thrown Shrimati Maneka Gandhi out
already. This is ‘the attitude they
have towards women. (Interruptions)
Sir, I want to place it on record. You
will appreciate that she is the only
woman in the entire Council of Minis-
ters. We wish her well. we want
her to be promoted. Let her become
a Cabinet Minister. (Interruptions).
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Let the work proceed. Let us
listen to the House. Please go ahead.
(Interruptions).
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“The justness of m society is
measured by the status of women in
that society.”
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fg #17 7 wraer afga™i w

gq <@ gzxrag"r? SUNLE]
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROFT.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): Dr.
Thulasi Reddy. You do not have to
speak too .long, because you are not
one of. .. (Interruptons).

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA
(Karnataka): Don’t take this ‘as a
women’s issue. (Interruptions).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): I am
not. Party-wise also his share of time
is limited.

DR. NARREDDY THULASI RED-
DY (Andhra Pradesh): 8ir, I need
your protection. So far the Members
who have spoken on this Bill all lady
Members. I am the first male Mem-
ber speaking on ihis subject.” (fnter-
ruptions) My approach may be
slightly different from them. I need
vour protection. (Interruptlions).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROVF.
CHANDRESH ©P. THAKUR): Dr.
Reddy, you are in a very enjoyable
company! Go ahead.

+DR. N. THULASI REDDY (Andh-
ra Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman Sir,
I welcome this National Commission
for Women Bill, 1990. Women enjoy-
ed an important role during vedic
period, but lost their position in the
Medieval etc.. Now, in this modern
age while Woman is trying again to
secure her original position of the
vedic period, it is a good gesture of
the National Front Government to

+English translation of the®original
delivered in Telegu.
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introduce this Bill, I consider ‘it a
historical and revolutionary event.
Woman is a noble creature. She sac-
rifices a lot. She parts with her
parents and goes to her husband’s
house. She béars the labour point to
give birth to children. Our Indian
culture gives lot of respect to woman
and adores her as a goddess, house
wife mother and as a lady. As per
our mythology—the country - which
disrespects the woman and indulges
in molesting her, will be destroyed.
Vidur in Mahabharata saiq if a woman
sheds tears that home will be dep-
riveq of wealth. Manu in Manueha-
ritra said that where women ' are
respected gods and goddesses live
there. Women like Ghosha, Roshara,
Lopamudra, Visrawara ohserved Upa-
nayana ceremony and studied the
vedas and the vedangas in the an-
sient days. There were many women
scholars, well-versed women and
architects during that age. Bharat
after whom our country was named
was reared, brought un and was made
a scholar all by a woman. Shakuntala,
Tn sncient days women enjoyed the
freedom of selecting their husbands.
Even in our scriptures. woman is
given more importance. In this way
women enjoyed an important role m
the ancient age.

Unfortunately from Mohammad
Ghori’s period to the end of 18th
cenfury.  women'’s position is  the
society deteriorated. It is dyring this
period that pardha system, prqstitu-
tinn polyg}rnv, Sati, child marriages
cte. cropped up. But even during
that period many social reformers did
their best. There- were greal em~
perorg like Chatrapati Shivaji whp
honoured his subedar’s daughter-in-
law who was imprisoned and sent
her back with some gifts.

SHRI H, HANUBEANTHAPPA
(Karnataka): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
you can listen to the translation, I
know all “the three languages i.e.
Telugu, Hindi and English, The trans.
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lation ig totally bad. Many sentences
of his speech are not covered. Tu
Hindi, it i not even 10 to 15 per cent.
In English, i+ goes up to 30 to 40 pei
cent. Most of his speech is not trans.
lateg at all. I think, the translation
position should be improved. Since
vesterday the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha are  witnessing the
language problem. If at all we have
to understand his language, the trans-
lation efficiency shoulg be improved

ang good  interpreters  should be
appointed.
SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY

(Uttar Pradesh): This is a new policy,
Hig speech iy being edited.

(Interruptions)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESx P. THAKUR): The

Secretariat will take note of it. Inci-
dentally, the translation is also by a
lady. T

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY:
She may be a lady. But, unfortu-
nately, she cannot cope up with the
speed.

SHRI SUKOMA], SEN (West Bon-
gal): Hp is speaking too fast,

SHRI H. HANUMANTHAPPA: That
is the versatility of the language. The
language is iike that. It is not that
he is speaking fast.

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY: M.
submission is that nyore Interpreters
shoulg be there in all the recognised
languages in this House. The problem
‘s that they have only onc Interpreter
for regional languages. It is not
possible for him to cope with the work.
I will request you to convey it. It is
very important. The language issue
is hotting up. We raised it in the
morning alse. Therefore, it should be
considered.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): At the
moment, it ig a translation issue. Tt
ig not a language issue,

466RS— 1t

i
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SHRI M. A. BABY (Kerala); I fully
ascociate myself with Mr. Narayana-
gamy. At times we face this problem
with the Secretariat.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): With
what are you associating? He says

that the language issue is hotting up.
At the moment it is the translalion
issue.

SHRI M. A. BABY: That will be
cizar if you  kindly permit me to
complete my sentence. Many times
we sro directed that we should speak
atter some time so that they are in a
position to arrange the Interpreters
from the other House. We are told
rhet he has gone to the Lok Sabha for
translation ang things like that. There
should be sufficient number of people
who know all these languages, This
is the feeling of the House.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): I think
vou have made the point that the
translation arrangement shouly be
better ang the quality of translation
stoulq also improve,

SHRT M. A, BABY: The numbeyr of
Translators shoulg be improved. Both
the quantity of Interpreters and the

ity of interpretation should  be

oved, (Interruptionsy

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P, THAKUR): Let him
speak.

SHRI M. A. BABY: The beauty of
language should not pe missed in inter:
pretation.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF,
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): How
beautiful it is partly in the hands of
the Interpreter
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): thing,
the matter ends there. Let Mr.
Thulasi Reddy finish hig speech.
(Interruptions)

i1 msdiT wgae gaifear (v Wi
FOAIT) ¢ wgEar, w3 fegearw A
g & W@ E T ag as e fv
ANz fggrata 1 At & fag gastw
fgar srAT § AT gUIR @IH-FEAIT
F far W g@erm Siar Ak
zi e q fpar srw A wwWE
fear o f5 sien qamt F Arg-Ae
FIT SHTT F AGHEIS] TG FAT
SITAT |

gagAas (Mo windio 3TFT)
geifaar &rga, 93 S1ev | 3 S
qIY7 FT ATE! HET F FIRA G 3 |
ot fagg-seg ¥ IEST AW w7 g
ARTT T euTe & AT Arfge 7T gw uv
A w3t wadl W, FEE WA EEW
Fifsio

#\ wediT wgwe waifear ¢ v
and Ag AT W &, ug wiwe )
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SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA
(Karnataka): Sir, the seriousnegg of
the  discussiop is being  ruined by
bringing in all sorts of extraneous
issues, (Interruptions),

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): Mr.
Thulai Reddy, please continue,

*DR. N. THULASI REDDY: During
19th and 20th centuries great social
reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Ray,
Kandukuri Veeresalingam, Gurajada
Apparao etc, sacrificeg their liveg for
the development of women. Ag a
result of their hard work child marri-
ages, polygamy, Sati etc. have almost
vanished. Widow-remarriages have
taken place. Today women are parti-
cipating in every field. Our country,
second lar cly populated, after China
was ruleg by a woman for more than
a decade. There ig none Who do not
know the Indian athlete P. T. Usha
who brought great honour to our
country. In this way women  are
coming forward in every field. But
there is yet more to be done. Still
problems like illiteracy. dowry deaths.
dishouring women etc. are existing.
It is true that women are facing many
problems. We shoulg all participate
in the crusade of solving these pro
blems. The efforty of women’s organi-
sations in solving the problems is note-
worthy. But here t woulg like to
mention ©one thing. Though the
Women’s Organisationg claim that thev
are working for the development of
women thev are essentially provoking
feelings of hatreq among men. They
are propagating that women are
treated as slaves by men. This is a
wrong attitude. Man does not treat
woman as his slave. He adores her
and respects her. However much he
has to struggle. he always wishes to
keevn his wife happy, Is this slaverv?
Never. But can we disagree with the
fact that women are raped? No, But
then what iz 1he renwon? Tt is all due

*English translation of the original
speech delivered in Telugu.
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to the growing business mindedness
with which obscene scenes are shown
on Television, Cinemas, Videos ete. ang
obscene language useq in all kinds of
books. These are the main causes for
the occurrance of molestations and
rapes. Thig obsceenity provokes the
suppressed desire in men, killsthe rea.
soning jn him ang forces him to behave
like an animal. Adding to it is the
problem of alcoholism. .Alcohol intoxi-
cates the man and he loses hig senses.
With the intention of earning more
income State Governmentg are avoid-
ing prohibition ang are indirectly
encouraging the atrocities nn women.
The statistics says that 90 per cent of
arocities on womepn are caused due to
alcoholism  ang obscene films, So if
atrocities on women are to be preven-
teq obscenity in films and posters and
alcoholism should be stopped.

Another problem that worries
women is the dowry problem. Is man
the cause of this problem? He is not,
in many cases. Who else? It is 2
womay who wisheg that her daughter-
in-law should bring large amount of
dowry., The mother-in-law tortures
her daughter-in-law for not bringing
the expecteq dowry. She is hut a
woman. A mother whg wishes that
her daughter should go to a rich family
and wants to please them by giving
handsome dowry ig again a waman.
One whg ig sad at the birth of a girl
baby is a woman, So woman is the
enemy of a woman. It is not man
This fact should be realised and
women’s organisations should stop
probagating that man is the cause of
all the problems of women. This
attitude  should chande. Similarly,
participation, of women in Politics
itself seen as an indicator of the deve-
lopment of women. It ig not proper
to think so How manv women in
western countries are particivating in
Politics where there is enough freedom
for women? In the Uniteq States of
America for the last 200 years not a
single woman held the Presidents’
nnst  Same is the case with Russia.
8 per cent of women in India are
participating in Politics while only 2
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per cent of them do so in Japan. Do
you consider Japan an underdeveloped
country? S9, development of women
hag got nothing to do with their parti
cipation in Polities,

Another point I woulq like to men-
tion is, here in Parliament{ whenever
women’s problems are discussed only
women Members are given a chance
to speak. It has somehow become 2
convention ang tradition of the house.
Thig shoulg be changed. Only with the
help of men. Women's problems can be
solved. Al those reformers who tried
to solve the problems of women are
all man, This fact ig to be accepted.
It ig just against nature fo see man
and a woman as two separate 2niires
S my suggestion is that in this
National Commission men shoulg also
be givep membership. In conclusion I
thank you Sir for giving me this
opportunity and T give my full support
to thig bill.

" Thenk you,

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: Mr.
Vice-Chairman. Sir, T have been listen.
ing to the many sbeeches which have
been made since yesterday and I rise
{oday perhaps to answer some of the
cparges—i{ I may use the word—
which have been made about the
failuré of everything done in the past
But ligtening to the lone male Member
of the House, who has stood up to
speak so far, I must repeat what we
women have been saying for a long
{ime—that we do not want to be
{urneq into  devis, made into stone
statutes. put into temp’es and worship:

-ped. We want to be treated as equal

* human beings in a free country. The
genera] trend among men is to treat
the whole question of women in this
Way where they say:

 grArAET W aEg €, 7 #ET &,
ar ar a3 ¥, #F § ne @ e

o & @t 27

" Our only plea is, look at the issue with
a great deal of seriousness. We are
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here discussing something which s
perhaps going to determine how and
to what cxtent the rights of women
will really be protecteq as far as this
Commissions  1is concerned. (Interrip-
tions). That you need  worry about.
Once the women are given their place
thy women will look after the country
as well, '

The National Committee on Stalus
of Womepn submitted its report which
coincideg with the UN Decade for
Viomen ang I  hearg spcaker after
speaker on the other side saying:

gl o) N eIy

Now I have got extracts of the report
of the Committee. I won’t take time
reading them but I want to point cut
that as a follow up of the recommenda-
tions. in 1975 itself, Shrimati Indira
Gandhi appointed or rather announced
the National Committee for women.
Thig Committee has continued rince
1975, When the Janata Government
came in 1977, Morarjibhai, after 5 great
dea] cof persuation agreed to hecome

i{ie Chairman of that Commillee
hecouse the  Prime  Minister was
supposeq to be the head of that

National Committee on women. He
was a pit embarrassed- in the beginn-
ing put he agreeq in the end. Though
there hsd heen some ‘gap for some
timge, it was Teappointed and even
teday we have a constituteq a com-
mitice of 20 members headed by the
Prime Minister. I just want, in com-
parison to the aims and objectives of
the presenl Commission for Women,
quote this. 1 am gquoting the powers
of the Commitiee;

“The main task before the National
Committee for Women will be to
advige the Central and State Gov-
ernments on how the constitutional
provisions regarding the status  of
women can be effectively implemen-
ted. The Committee will also re-
view the implementation of pro-
grammeg which have already been
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taken up to remove the social and
economic  inequalities affecting
women.”

The Minister must be aware or at
leagt must have been briefeg by those
who are involveq in this Committee in
her Department about the work donn
by this Committee, and composition of
thig Committee. We have had mem-
bers from all  political parties, from
trade  unions, writers, teachers,
professors, Ministers of various State
Governments, We have had Members
of Parliament, social workers from
every fielg all over the country. The
Committee has been meeiing regularly,
with the Prime Minister chairing and
reviewing and advising on what needs
1o be done, Sir, this National Commit-
tee on Women hag not been dissolved.
It is still constituted and
its term I presume has not expired
except, of course, the former Primec
Minister has to be replaced by the
present Prima Minister and the pre-
sent Mintster come in place of the ex-
officic former Minister. I would like
to point out that this Committee has
at times worked in sub-
committees to  look at par-
ticular issueg or particular problems
which hag to be studied in detail.
Even the National Perspective Plan—
I will come to it because a lot was
said about it—was considered a vote-
catching exercise, Angq I will quote
from the introduction to show what
was' really meant by that Plan, But
.Sir, even When the Plan wag drafted
after one  year of consultation at
various levels—more than 35 meetings
with varioug groups all over the
country  were held before the draft
was finally accepted—that National

Persoective Plan was taken to  the
National Committee on Women
and the Prime Minister at

that time suggesteg that eight heads
under which the Plan was drafted
‘shoulq be studieq bv sub-groups of the
National Committee on Women and so
- a special threc-day consultation was
organised. The National Committee
met in specialised grouns and studie

the varioug aspects of the Perspectivq
Plan and made recommendations back

3
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Thig National Com-
important
have not

1o the Commitiee,
mittee is  very
but Members here
mentioneg it, perhaps because
they do not know about it. ‘This
National Committee has been perform.
ing almost what has beep referred to
now ip the aimg ang objects-of the
present Bill as the reason why the
Nalional Commission is being brought
into being. I have the aims and
objects with me here and I woulq like
to just mention here that according to
the Statement of Objects and Reasons,
the main task of the Commission which
wil] have a Chairperson and so on
“will be to study and monitor all
matters relating to the constitutional
and legal safeguardg provideg for
women, to review the existing legisla-
tiong ang suggest gmendments, wher-
over necessary. 1t will alsg look into
the complaints and take suo motu
notice of the cases involving depriva-
tion of -the rights of women in order
to provide support, legal or wtherwise,
to helpless women”.

This is where I come to my first
point. One part of what the Commis-
sion is supposed to be doing now has
already been done since 1975 by the
National Committee on Women. How
effective that National Committee
could be or should be is for the Prime
Minister who is the Chairman to deci-
de. Please don’t interrupt me becausc
it affects anybody’s thinking.

SHRI XK. G. MAHESWARAPPA
{Karnataka): You want to equate
that Committee tp thig Commission?

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA:
You can speak in your turn and con-
tradict me; I have no problem. I am
just saying that this Committee and
what has been allotted as its fasks
are almost the repetition of what you
are today mentioning in the aims and
objects of the present’ Commission.
And I am admitting here, there is
something more which has been
addeq to this. And here I come to
my second point. Knowing that the
general aspects were being  looked
after by the National Committee, the
previous Government had announced
in Parliament after a great deal of
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consultation, after a great dea] of
thought. a Commissioner for Women’s
Rights. The announcement was
made in Parliament that Govern-
meni would appoint a Commissioner
for Women’s Rights...Please don’t
interrupt me. I never interrupt any-
body.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): Kindly
let her continue.

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA:
Sir, I have not yielded...Sir, I seek
your protection...I am not going into
that, (Interruptions)

SHRI K. G. MAHESWARAPPA:
There were committees and com-
mittees with laudable objectives, but
dig they give the desired results?
(Interruptions) e

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA:
Sir, I am not yielding, I have got
my time. Let there be no point of
order in my speech. Please let me
have my time.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): Madam,
let her continue. You can speak when
your turn comes.

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA:
Sir, I am not yielding,

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P, THAKUR): She is
not yielding.

SHRIMATI KAMLA SINHA (Bi-
har): The National Commitiee on
women was formed by a Resolution
of Parliament. The Commission of
women is going to be enacted by
Parliament.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): She
understands that.

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: 1
therefore do say that the idea was
that we should have a Commissioner
and we had studied the legislations of
various countries, even of Britain and
the United States. In Britain today
they have, what is known as, the
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FEqual Rights Commission. But my
point is that we wanted to have a
Commissioner for Women's Rights
who would be able to deal with the
legal side when necessary, of enforce-
lfnent, of legal aid, of para-legal train-
ing and/or even legal relief for the
problems faced by women,

Sir, it is easy to talk about imple-
mentation of legislation. You know
the problem of Centre-State relations.
Let me remind you today that Par-
liament has passed, in 1984, the
Family Courts Bill. It was welcomed
by all sections. I have for five years
been trying to get all the State Go-
vernments—Congress or non-Congress
makes no difference when it comes to
implementation—io start the Family
Courts. Every time the reply is:

dgr 78 &, o, F1E ww wh fFar
met fefeen =gl faer <

I won’t mention which Governmenis
did this, but if you want I can give
the names.

SEaNiEns (Slo WRE To SET) ¢
g} soefer g aa g ?

st wiege w1 AT ;7 ZE
9T9T & W ¥ 1 But the polnt is,
there is gn excuse for every
State Government when it
comes to implementing anything con-
cerning women. And, therefore, I
am saying, even today, six years after
that legislation was passed, we have
many States in the country who, in
spite of letters from the Prime Minis-
ter, have not yet set up Family Courts
as they should have been set up. I
am, therefore, saying that it is easy
to say that every State will have 2
State Commission, The first ques-
tion they will ask is, “Where is the
budge!?” Therefore, I am asking the
guestion: Are you funding the State
Commission, are you going to put it
into your budget and say that each
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State will get so much for the pus-
pose of running the Commission in
the Siate? I, therefore, say that the
IC!ea was to leave these general super-
visory monitoring, research and such
other things fo the National Com-
mittee for Women and to have a
Commissioner for Women's Rights
who would follow up, where neces-
sary, through courts of law, enforce.
ment of legislation, enforcement of
legal rights and, may be at times
insist that some public litigation be
started in order that the courts might
take cognizance of matters which it
hag failed to take cognizance of. That
is why I say that having a Commis-
sion, whether it is of five or six or
even 20 poople is not sufficient. In
fact, one of the amendments says
that the Commission should have 20
people; there are various suggestions.
But my point is, how effective con
a Commission like this be? I am not
opposing the Commission but I am
saying that you should have first
come out and made an announcement
that the Nationa] Committee for
Women stands abolished and will not
function, Her2 you have one National
Committec headed by the Prime
Minister and now you have a Com-
mission also.

Sir, 1 now come to an imporiant
point and, that is, what will be the
status of the Chairman of this Com-
mission? We had the Department of
Women at the level of a Minister of
State. The new Government has
downgraded it—I am sorry to use this
term—to that of a Deputy Minister.
We are 50 per cent of the population
of this country, and women are x?ot
even given representation of a Mlm:s—
ter of State for their department in
the Union Cabinet?

(PROF.
You

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR):
want her promoted?

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: We
had a Cabinet Minister, Sir. ...(In-
terruptions) ..,

!
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MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: Vish-
wanath Pratap Singh’s Government is
anti-women, , . (Interruptions) _, ,

SHRI MOTURU HANUMANTHA
RAO (Andhra Pradesh): That cannot
be the criterion,. . (Interruptions)..

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA:
Sir, I am also making the point that
this is the first Government since In-
dependence which does not have a
woman of Cabinet rank in the Go-
vernment. This is the first Govern-
ment since 1947 v'here you do  not
have a woman of Cabinet rank in the
Government. The last Government
had seven women—one of Cabinet
rank, one with independent charge
and five Ministers of State., What
have you brought it down to today?
To one Minister of State and one
Deputy Minister—and the poor Minis-
ter of State today, with her hands
and legs tied, has to sit and functicn.
Is this the way to encourage women
to function in decision-making posi-
tions? And then you talk about en-
forcing women’s rights there!

Sir, the Commission will be set up,
and I am not opposing the Commis-
sion. I am just pointing out what is
going to be the ultimate impact.

Here 1 come to the general clauses
of the Bill which have been gone into

" in détail’ but T do want to make one

or two very important observations
on these. We have 1moved some
amendments which, I hope, the
honpurable Minister will give some
thought to, because there are im-
portant points which have been
brought up. This is clause 5:

“The Central Government shall

provide the Commission with such
officers and employees as may be
necessary for the efficient perfor-
mance of the functions....”

The Central Government is going to
decide what is necessary for the Com-
migsion, Why should the Commission
not have the right to decide what it
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needs for it to function effectively?
You have to go to a Joint Secretary
or to a Deputy Secretary, The file
moves, Then somebody asks, “Why?”
Then it goeg to Finance. And some-
body says, “No”. Even after the
Chairman has stid something, some
Financial Advisor sitting somewhere
says: ! 3

- ~ A -
THAT BT AE B, TSI RIE /I
They say, “you manage with one-and-
a-half people in this Department and
another one in ihat Department.” T
have seen it happen, Therefore, T am
saying that if you are talking of an
autonomous Commission, let it have
the right to decide what staff it needs.
If you do not give it the right +to
decide what staff it needs, how can
that Commission function?

This is where I would answer my
hon. friend, Mgaheshwariji because
yesterday she said that there has been
no consultation in the past and we
are glad that there is so much consul-
tation now. I would like to say that
the Bill was introduced in the I.ok
Sabha with such a hurry.

sig®t aeml wgTIH (T
di®) : AEH S, qF AT AT IGH 7T
T 1 5T o9 w9 7E w7 7 el

RIWT wiaa) g

I am just saying that in this case
this Bill weg introduced on the 20th
of May in the Lok Sabha, and imme-
diately there was such a row from
women’s wings of many of the sup-
porting parties that the Government
had 1o review the whole Bil] and call
every Member for consultation. We
were also called, In fact, T had
raised this question in this House as
a special mentien. Then the Minis-

Won.en’s Bill| 1990 304

ter, Mr, Puswan at that time, called
a meeling of those involved. Even
women MPs, irrespeciive of pulitical
pariies, had not been called for
consultations until I raised it in the
House and asked why we were left
cut. Unfortunately, the notice was
so short that I was not in Delhi whea
the fina] consultation took place. Brt
I am glad that afier that consultation,
a certain number of amendrents had
to be introduced by the Government
itself in the lower House. But, Madam,.
in the name of amendments, I have
been studying the Bill as introduced
and as passed in the Lok Sabha.

THE .VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR); T am’
not “Madam’,

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA: I
am sorry, Sir. I was looking at the
Minister,

I do not see very much of a change
except that which  originally  the
Chairman could be sacked with {hree
months’ notice like an employee of
the Government. Even that you
cannot do with the Government em-
ployces these days. 1 am glad that
it has gone because T had also pointed
out about this three months’ notic
as ¥f she is some kind of a Govern-
ment servant. This hag been remov-
ed.

But, Sir, there iz one more thing
that I am pointing out. Originally
the funds for the Commission were
to come from the Consolidated Fund
of India. In the new, amended drafi
that has gone, and the money is to
be provided as the Government thinks
fit. Sir, a point was raised yesterday.
My colleague, Mrs. Jayanthi Natara-
jan, is not here. She asked, “What
can you do with Rs. 2 crores”. There
was a reply, and I was quoted from
the Introduction to the Perspective
Plan. We are not asking for more
money. I repeat that statement, and
1 quote here for the first time what
the Prime Minister, Mr. Vishwanath
Pratap Singh, said in the Lok Sabha
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I am quoting here what re himself
said:

“Blere allocation of funds
not sufficient to uplift the status
of women. There should be a
powerful instiiutiona) framework to
solve their perticular problems.”

wag

This is exactly what I had said in
my introduction. He probably also
had a look at the Plan where we
said, “We do not ask only for some
money. We are asking thai the due
share of budgets of every Ministry
and every Department should go to
women”. If you are talking about
sports, if you have an event for
women, do you say that the Govern-
ment should give me extra roone,
for organising the event of sports in
the Mmistry of Sporis, for women?
It you are talking of education, do
you take any extra budget because
women have to be educated? We are
simply saying that every Minisiry’s
allocations must be made which will
go into a common fund for women’s
developmental work. We dop not
want to be on charity or on special
allotment. We want that 50 per cent
of the -budget, if necessary, must be
alloeated by each Minisiry to ses that
women are brought into the mamn
stream of the developmental process.
That was the crux of the ‘national
Plan. But nothing has succceded.

We have admitted and ihis is the
first document from the Government
which savs that over 40 ycars in
spite of all that we have done. women
are stil] facing problems,..... because
ihey are not being brought into the
nainstream of the developmeutal pro-
cess. In fact, this is the only answer
to solve the problem. That is why 1
repeat that just giving more moncy
1y the Commission py itself is not
going to guarantee rights for *women
Whst is important is what ave {he
powers and functions you are giving
to the Commission.

1 am surprised to see one of th.
clauses. I come here to Clause §. It

says:

|22 AUG, 999 ]
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“The Commission or a committee
increof shall meet ag and when
necessary and shall meel at such
time and place as the Chairperson
raay think fil”,

That means if the Chairperson de-
cides that they won't meet for one
year, the Commission. -would not
meet. Wpe have moved an amend-
ment to that saying at least once in
<~ monthg the Commission should
recet and that it should not be left
to the Chairperson, Otherwise the
Committee will not function. Why
when she thinkg fit?

Again I may submit in regard to
reports to Parliament, we have moved
an amendment also. In the amend-
ment we have said reports must come
to Parliament within a time framc.
They cannot be at any time they wish
We have moved an amendment that
they must be submitted within 99
days. I think Mr. Ahluwalia  will
move that gmendment where we have
asked that there must be a  iime
frame for submission of reports to th
Parliament,

There are just one or two  mor<
things which I do want to mention.
What is really needed if the Com
mission is to be effcctive is to haw
the powers lo institute legal proceed:
ings and other actions to enforce the
rights of women and to secure ap
propriate relief from courts, if neces
sary. It is only said in this tha
you will recommend, you will report
you will monitor, you wil]  discuss
you Wwill fund research. I request you
you just look at the research stu:h_e
and reports which are available E
each Ministry. Any number of studie
have been made.

s man A (ST EaE)

e MR W L ¢_:

USRI TEEA, AT Fiw 2103 7T
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zedr wat g9 § wra afev )



307 National Commission on [ RAJYA SABHA ]

N Alad} deat sfga: w1 a5 §7IT
SRR &2 WIS, 58 54T FTHIT
U R EAT C I

SATATAA (o A72H dTo FIFT)
AT ST GF QT AT ) w0 & ¥ 4B
WET | GIRIE) 3fe ¥ fide fae
TEH HET WiEWr § 1 sqwy IS w2
BV &

SHRIMATI MARCARET ALVA: I
was saying there are any number of
research studies available. There ig
hardly any need to waste time, money
and energy on this. All of us can
quote statistics. All of us in  the
country, including men, who want to
close their eyes, are aware of the
status of women in the country. One
of the Commissions, Kaka Kalelkar
Commission, has classified women as
the gingle largest group of backward
citizens in the country which needs
to be brought forward, What I am
saying is that recommendations and
reports are submitted to Parliament.
Let us all with all honesty ask our-
selves how many reports which come
to us as Members of Parliament, we
really read from it first page to the
last page and really try to study? I
have been here for the last 17 years
and I know how well we read these
reports. Yes, Action Taken Reports
must come. The State Governments
must do something. I am  asking
what happens if the State Govern-
meni does not follow up your retom-
mendations? Do you have any
powers? Does the Commission have
any powers to ensure that it will be
enforced It will pe anothey report
laid on the Table and passed on 10
each Member to take home and thal
will be the end of it.

We had the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes Commissioner, You
have converted it into a Commission
on Scheduleg Castes and Scheduled
Tribes, The announcement we had
made was of having a Commissioner
for women’s rights. It has been con-
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verted inlo g commission. Why? When
it came to the Commissioner for
Scheduled Castes and  Scheduled
Tribes, which was there all these
years, you said it is not effective. So,
we want a Commission for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. When
it comes to women, we have an-
nounced a Commissioner for women
rights. You said “No, we wanted a
Commission for Women”. Why?

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDESH P. THAKUR); Are you
suggesting both for women?

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA:
No, Sir. I am saying what is the
criteria for deciding because there was
an announcement. After a great deal
of thought there wag g feeling that
this was much better because it would
give much more legal teeth to the
Commissioner for women’s rights but
that has been changed.

I am jusi saying that a lot has
been done, I have to say this even
if T am going to be interrupted be-
cause a number of speakers said

“fof $@ gAT AL AT ZEH W W Alg-
i ¥ faw RS o She g
S508 1§ e Fraar AEd g B g
Ta AW N 40 W & T Ag Bar
ar ?7

Laws were introduced through the
seventies by the Congress Govt.
whether it was amending the Dowry
Prohibition Act, whether it was the
question  of Equal Pay for Equal
Work, Maternity Benefits etc. We had
what was then known ag SITA. 1t
was amended and later converted
into Immoral Traffic Prevention Act.
The loopholes that were there in
the laws were closed the  Criminal
Procedure Code, tthe Criminal Law
(Amendment) Bill, family violence
which was totally behind colsed doors
was brought under the purview of
the courts to protect women who are
tortured behind closed doors in t.He
name of protection within the family.
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In every field women were given
an opporunity lo come and to paorti-
cipate. But I would like to ask the
hon. Memnbers: who defeated the Bill
which gave 30 per cent reservation
of seats in local bodieg in the last
session? We wanted women to come
inio the grass-roots. We appealed to
you to <support us but you defeated
it and what woulg have been the
starting point for women in the local
bodies was denied to them by the
defeat of the Bill on Panchayati Raj
and then you say that we did nothing.
Whenever we came to you had some-
thing also in mind,

SHRI MOTURU HANUMANTHA
RAO: It was first introduced in
Andhra Pradesh.

SHRIMATI MARGARET ALVA:
We are talking not of Andhra Pra-
desh. We are talking of making it
compulsory, in all the States where
it does not exist. Karnataka also has
it. That is not the answer. We
wanted it to come uniformily
throughout the country but you did
not allow it to happen.

We have the Ordinance which was
converted into law for banning Sati.
1 would like to ask the Government,
will the Commission for Women be
able to ensure that Sati prevention
laws will be enforced in Rajasth_ar
and all those who had publicly. 1
cluding Rajmata, supported and de-
" ~nded the practice of Sati as the
right of any Hindu women, will such
people under that Act be brought
before the Commission on a complaint
and what will be your pOwers to d_ea]
with such violation of laws protecting
womens’ rights?

Will you then be able to p}'es:ecut.e
such people? Once the Commission 18
set up and we are happy to support
the - Commission with all its shor't-
comings, there are two cases, 1 will
take up before the Commis.swr.x per-
haps myself concerning discrimina-

tion and political harassment against
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women, Ouc is the case of the Chair-
man of the Centrg Social Wellare
Board. Since the Board was first set
up we have kept the Central Social
Welfare Board Chairmanship out of
the purview of political interference.
In 1977 the Chairman was nominated
by the Janata Government ang when
the new Government came the Chair
man was not changed. She was
allowed tg complete her term. She
was an outstanding woman of this
country and nobody foucheq her.
Then, throughout we have never ever
sackeg the Chairmap of the Central
Social Welfare Board becausc of
change of {he Governmeng pecause we
believed that it must be outside the
purview of poliical interference. The
Government has changed within
months_ files are moved for legal
opinion to sack the Chairman of the
Central Socigl Welfare Board simply
because she was nominated by the
previous Government,

The same thing has happened in
Bal Bhavan. Here I say a lady who
was nominated by the Janata Govern-
ment in 1977 not by us—we never
tampered. She continued throughout
because she was the director and we
did not want any political interfer-
ence in thig institution created by
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, What have
they done the moment the Govern-
ment changed? She is sacked and a
male Joint Secrptary 'becomes the
Chairman of Bal Bhawan, which was
never heard of since that institution
was created, Ig this your respect for
women who are working in different
institutions? In these two cases, I
would be appearing before the
Nationa] Commission for women and
demanding justice for women in
public life as well. What crime have
they committed except that they did
not belong to your political party?
They did not belong to us. Either
way, if we in Government treat
women in this manner do we except
that others are going to treat them
betters Anyway. it was we Who got 2
Judge on the Supreme Court for the
first time, a woman Judge in the
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[Shrimati Margaret Alva] i bring out documents bui which will

Supreme Court. We did everything | Dot be able to move anywhere as far
possible, It was our announcement . ag actual enforcement of  women’s
in this House that the Planning Com- rights and legslation affecting women
mission would have a woOman; *hat is concerned. By thig Commission do
the UGC would have more women; you expect that dowry deaths will
and it wag made two oug of eight; that end, that everything else will stop
the UPSC would have more women, and that women will come out as
that women would come into cvery equal partners? 71 hope at least there
fielg of decision-making and that/ will be more women in the Council
every recruitment board in  this, of Ministers after that. I hope that
. country of the public sector and the, that will be the first step that the
Government, would have a woman on; Commission will recommeng and that
it to ensure that justice was done.| there wil] be more women in posi-
Husband and wife will be posted to-' tions of authority within their own
gether in the Government sectop and Government. With these wovds, Sir,
in the public seclor to ehsure that I suppott the Bill .but ag I said I
women did not have to give up their hope and I pray that something con-
job when they get marricd. These ~erete will emerge with experience,
were measures which were mean:; 1o for the future of this Commission!
bring women into positions of deci- that something more concrete wiil
sion making as we call them. What is emerge in the coming yearg because
happening today? Are you loday ti's, ag we all know, cannot be tihe
gitting back and telling ug that answer to the problems whic) we
nothing was done in the last forly face today. It hag no teeth. It has nc
years? I want to go on record ioday. autonomy and I can iell you very
Sir_ that specially during the last five very honestly that it will only be
years never was more done than by another paper tiger which will not

S . -

the Rajiv Gandhi Govermment for be able to deliver the goods. Thank
women in this country: and I sav, ¥ou | ¥ou,

may call it vote catching, you may

call it anything you want. And I THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PRCF.

CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): T am
are rushing through are not a prepa- sure ycu are wishing her well with

ration for a mid-term poll because you | the Slate Governments. You want
know, you have to go back to the | her cotperation from the State Gov-

veople very soon, You have set the ernmes fg in this particularly apart

country burning just in the name of from her own promotion,
catching votes for a mid-term poll
You will pay the price for that. That
ig a different question. But let us not
bring women’s issues into such poli-
tical differences. We are glad that
vou are setting up the Commission.

But I tell you and I would like 1o fell
the hon. Minister for whom we have CHANDRESH P, THAKUR) You

great affection and respect that with know, your party has 10 minutes.
all her good intentions and all that |  (Interruptions)

may sav and the Prime Minister may N o
! SHRI PASUMPON THA. KIRUT-

fPective. It
say, this. Commission is ineffective. | TINAN: Be benevolent, 8ir. I am~

cannot deliver the goods. It will be very hapoy that I used to speak only. .
{Interruptions)

want to know if all the measures you

SHRI PASUMPON THA. KIRUT-
TIANAN (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-
Chairman while I rise to support..
(Interruptions)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.

another paper document which will
. go on producing reports, which will
tour around the country, which will
form sub-groups, research groups and

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): Com
on the subject,

O
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SHRI PASUMPON THA, KIRU'T-
TINAN: While I support this Bill {o
constitute the National Commission
for Women, I want to quote g Tamil

poem coined by the revolutionary
poet, Bharathidasan.

“PENNUKKU PECHURIMAI
ILLAI ENKINDREERO;
MANNUKKUM KEDA] MATHI-
THEERO PENNINATHATI,

PENNADIMAI THEERUMATHUM

PESUM THIRUNATTU;

NANNADIMAI THEERUDHUUAR-
UTHA], MUYAR KOBHE

Though I cannot give the true iran;-
lation, 1 ecan translate it shortly.
o rond
4P No country can enjoy freedom
. if the slavery of women is
eradicated. ‘

SOME HON. MEMBERS. ‘s not
eradicated’,

SHRI PASUMPON THA. KIRUT-
TINAN: No country can enjoy free.
dom if the slavery of women is not
eradicated.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR): What
is your original position?

SHR; PASUMPON THA. KIRUT-
TINAN: ...is ‘not’ eradicated. It is
correct. I am thankful for the corrvec-
tion,

This ig the poem of our revolution-
ary poet Bharathidasan who was an
srdent follower of Thanthaj Periyvar
and Arigaar Anpna. Sir, the inferior
status of womep is cstablished ;ight
at the birth, The birth of the girl child
is unwelcome as she is considereq to
be an economic burden, Female infan.
ticide was very common in our coun-

try, most particularly in  Rajasthan.
Women have, through the centuries,
.remained ‘cloistereg and confined

within the four walls of the home.
In the western countries, due to fac-
tors like education, urbap status and
changing social norms, women  are
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marginally lbetter off than their coun-
terparts in the under-developed and

developing countries like India, The
famous dictum of “Manu,” the law*
giver, which equates drum-rustics,

shudras, animals gnd women, advoca-
tes occasional physical punishment.
You can see from the age of Vedas
v:omen have been used, abused and
explo’ted snd the scenario has not
changed much as we move into the
21st Century, Since a woman’s tradi-
tional role is considered to be one of
child-bearing and child-rearing. educa.
tion iy not considered essential. Wo-
men thus fail to achieye economic in-
dcnendence. If the nation is to deve-
lop, it is essential that the basic starid-
ard of living of people is elevated.
Thig cannot be achieved unless Wwo-
men who constitute half of the na-
tion’s populatiop get elevated.

Sir, Raja Rammohan Roy, modern
India’s first great social reformer,
propagated the abolition of ‘sali’ and
sdvocated widow marriage in the
carly 18th Century. In the early parts
of this Century, Mahatma Gandhi,
the Father of the Nation, took a step
on g wider scale for emancipaiton of
women, He tried to bring them above
the abyss in which they were lying
for centur‘es. In Tamil Nadu, Sir, our
grezt leader, the mentor of our late
Anna, the revolutionary reformist
Thanthai Periyar, started the  Self-
Respect Movement and propagated the
upliftment of the downtroddep and the
women. e organised the first confer-
ence -of the Self-Respect Movement in
the vear 1927 at Chengalpattu in Tamil
Naduy in which several measures were
taken for the welfare and upliftment
of women, Thereafter, a number of
vrocessions and agitations were taken
out to release the women folk from the
clutcheg of age-old practices and from
“Varnashrame” principles.

Sir, ng doubt, after attaining the
freedom of our country, the Constitu-
tion of India provides equality and
justice to womey under Articles 14, 15
and 16. But what is fhe outcome in
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all these 43 years? It is an indisputa-

ble fact that out 'of the more than
370 million women in the country,
almost 150 million are below the

poverty-line, Seventy-eight pey cent
of our women stay in the villages
where they are denied the basic faci-
litieg of health and education. Their
life followg a vicious circle of unwel-
come birth, neglected childhood, early
marriage, frequent pregnancies and
early death. *(Imterruption),  (Interrup-
tion).

MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE. I am on
a point order,

MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: *

SHRI T. A, MOHAMMED SAQHY
(Tamil Nadu):*

SHRI TINDIVANAM G. VENKAT-
RAMAN (Tami] Nadu):#*
(luterruptionsy .. .

SHRI T.A MOHAMMED SAQHY

(Interruptionsy, . .

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (FROF. CH-
ANDRESH P. THAKUR): Pleage sit
down. All of you, please take your
seats,

SHRI S. 8. AHLUWALIA :*
DR, RATNAKAR PANDEY: *

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P. THAKUR)., No,
these things will not go on record.

SHRI V. GOPALSAMY
Nadu); *

MISS SAROJ KHAPARDE: *

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P, THAKUR):. No,
these things will not go on record.
Bhe is not a Mecmber of this House.
The matter is over. Pleese continue,
Mr. Kiruttinan. Let us forget that
We are discussing the Natonal Com-
mission for Women Bill 1990 and
not any political controversy.

THE  VICE-CHAIRMAN (PRO_F‘.
CHANDRESH P, THAKUR): While

——— e oA e e e = e ey

*Not recorded.

{Tamil
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we are discussing this Bill let the
House recall that neither  chirharan
nor sati is legal. It is an irrelevant
discussion, Now, Mr. Pasumpon, have
you finished?

SHRI PASUMPON THA. KIRUTTI-
NAN: No, Sir, My time was taken
away by them.

For all these 43 years the Congress
Party ruled this country for 40 years.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF.
CHANDRESH P, THAKUR): That is
your last point,

SHRI PASUMPON THA. KIRUTTI-
NAN: No, Sir. My time was consumed
by their interruptions,

In ali these 43 years in the field of
education the picture is bleak. Seven-
tyfive per cent of the women are
illiterate. Female literacy is 18% in
the rural areag and 47.8% in the urban
areas, The drop-out rate for girls is
estimated at 55.5% at the nursery
stage, Enrolment of girls in higher
education has been almost static for
the years 1975-85. The Committee on
the Status of Wemen in India (1971)
expressed its concern about “the
absence of adequate enforcement me-
chanisms that have made many of the
laws ineffective” as also the inadequate
efforts  of Social  organisations
to educate women about
their legal rights. Today, more than
18 yvears after the publication of this
report, the situation has not improved,
Perhaps, it has deteriorated further as
evidenced by the increasing incidence
of sexual harassment of women, pride
burning, dowry deaths, disparities in
male-female wages and remuneration,
etc. The reality regarding the enforce-
ment of law relating to women in
India is very complex.

The National Committee for imple-
mentation of legal aid schemes recog-
nised women as ‘“a ¢lags who have
been subjecled to deprivation, bruta-
lity and extortion” and initiated pro-
grammeg for training women social
workerg in the use of law in various
subjects,
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Enforcement of various enactments
by the Governmental sgencies parti-
cularly in the sphere of crime against
women, has been ineffective due to
multifarious reasons; more particular-
1y, the failure of the police to attach
due importance to checking crimina-
Lity aga'nst women,

Crim, agains{ women can broadly
be classified into three categories,
namely:

(1) Sexual offences such as rape,
immoral trafficking, molestation,
eveteasing and  treating them as
sexual objects;

(ii) Offences of gars; ang

(iii) Dowry caseg and atrocities
perpetuateq in the namg of customs.

Statistics, whatever litfle are available,
indicate that the major offences against
womep are molestation ang immoral
trafficking. There seemg to be an
urbzn bias with such instances bheing
recorded more in citieg than in  the
rural areas. Th's could pe because
the people in the cities are gencrally
more aware and they tend to reporl
such cases.

Awareness of rights, however, ig not
always accompained by faith, Women
do not wish to approach the police for
help for fear of harassment. The
social stigma that is attached to rape
compounds their problems, Public trial
where very intimate and personal
questions arc askeg deters women
from reporting the various offences,

ITHE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI
MATI JAYANTHy NATARAJAN) in
the Chair].

The enforcement of law depends on
e lack ol complexity and smooth-
ness of the legal machinery. Whatever
lows are fromed in regard to dowry
deaths, their enforcement suffers from
serious handicaps.
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The scene of crime 1s most impor-
tanl in the investigation of an
offence. Herg it ig entirely in the
hands of the accuseq and as the police
arc called iz at his will; witnesseg are
generally related to the husbang and
do not depose against him. The post-
moriem report is never clear. They
write that the cause of death could
be suicide: homicide just cannot be
clearly agcertained. The FIR is dis-
torted or the case i$ first not reported.
It is also very difficult to prove that
the casc pertains to dowry unless in-
criminating papers and letters can be
produced,

Ag a welfare State it becomes im-
perative for the Government to safe-
puard the fundamental rights ot its
women and make provisiols in law
for upgrading their status jn order to
cstablish equality in all respects and
in the distribution of work and wages.
Making necessary changes means re-
cognising women not only as Wives
and motheres, but also as vital and
valuable moembers of society. It means
that women  themselves must take
power in their own hands to shape the
direction of their life and for the
development of their community. Tt
means a rethinking on the develop-
ment plang for them so that womens
abilities, rights and needs are taken
into account at every stage so that
women'’s status and security are deriv-
ed from their entiro contribution to
society rather than only through child:
Learing and child-rearing. Unless we
introduce certain measureg to uplift
women socially, educationally and
cconomically. these Acts and Boards
and Commissions will do nothing for
them. The Government of India
should sead a team to Tamil Nadu..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRIMATI
JAYANTHT NATARAJAN): Pleasc
conclude now. (Interruptionsy,

SHR1 PASUMPON THA. KIRUTTI-
NAN: .. .10 see {he drastic measures
taken by our Chief Minister, Dr. Ka-
laignar Karunanidhi, ... (Interrup.
tionsy. .. ,
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THE VICE_.CHAIRMAN (SHRIMATI
JAYANTH] NATARAJAN): Please
conclude now.,

£HRI PASUMPON THA. KIRUTTI-
NAN: I am ccncluding, Madam, with
my last point, ... (Interrupticns) ...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRIMATI
JAYANTHI NATARAJAN). But there
iy not time,

SHRI PASUMPON THA. KIRUTTI.
NAN: Madam I am a male Member
advocating the cause of women, ..,
(Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN SHRIMATI
JAYANTHI NATARAJAN): Yes, Bul
there is no time now, Please conclude
now. Otherwise I wil] have to call the
next speaker. You have already ex-
hausteq your time,

SHR] PASUMPON THA, KIRUTTI-
NAN. I am concluding now, Madam,

The DMK Government ig committed
o the uplift of the poor and the down-
trodden and also women. The Tamil
Nedu Government hag drawn a scha-
me called the Muvalur Ramamirtham-
mayar Benefit Schem, for the marri-
.age of poor women through which a
sum of five thousand rupces is given
to women who have studied up to the
o'ghth standard.

' SOME, HON. MEMBERS: Free,

SHRI PASUMPON TH.:, KIRUTTi-
NAN: Yes, free,

Then there is the Dr. Muthulekshmi
fieddy Welfare Scheme uader which
every pregnant woman is getting R,
200).

Another welfare schem, ig there
called the Dr. Dharmambal Memorial
Assistance Schemg for widow remairi-
age under which g sum of fiye thou-
sand rupeeg ig given to such a weddad
couple. We have pre-education for nil
sirl students up to the graduate level
«nd there is 5 provision that on!v
women teachers wil] be appointed «p
to the third class, we have equal

Women’s Bill, 1990 320
right for women in property. We
have 30 per cent reservation in jobs
a1d we have 30 per cent reservation
for women in municipal and panchayat
Dodies. These are all the measures
taken by the Tamil Nadu Government,
fuch drasiic measureg should be taken
by the other State (Governments also
through which only the statug of
women can be improved, Thank you,
Madam,

THE VICE.CHAIRMAYN (SHRIMAT]
JAYANTHI NATARAJAN), Now,
Shri Kulabidhu S'ngh.

SHRI W. KULABIDHU SINGH (Ma.
nipur): Madam, I take this opportunity
of wholeheartedly supporting this very
important Bill which the Lok Sabha
has already passed last week, The
enactment of such a  measure for
women is long overdue,

Madam, if we have a glance at the
status of women in ancient India, since
the days of the epics of the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata, we would be
delighleg to find that women in ancient
India enjoyed a very high status in
society. We hear the names of out-
standing ladies like Gargi, Khona, etc.,
not to speak of Sita or Draupati.

Madan:, I should not be misunder-
stood when I say that during the
medieval period, Wwhat ig commonly
known as the Muslim Period in the
Tndian pistory, a change was effected
in the status of women, a change not
for the hetter. but for the worse. The
purdah system crept in Central, North,
East ang South India. After centw
arics of such indigenation of women
Nationalist leaders and social refor
merg like Raja Rammohan Roy and
others raised revolutionary slogans
fyr abolition of  socially very evil
customs like ‘Sati’ ete. Madam, may I
xnentiop here a significant enactment
of 1939 wviz., The Hindu Women's
Right to Property Act. 1939? Prior to
this enactment Hindu Widows had
only a life interest in their husband's
estates or immovable properties, This
singular enactment enlarged the rights
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of inheritence of Hindu widows 1o a
great extent, ‘and along with it enlar-
geq the rights of women in general.
But the evils of the dowry system, and
attrocities on women- eontinue,

Madam, with the enforcement of the
Constitution of India since 26.1.50,
certain safe’ guardg are provided for
women under it, -viz.

Art, 14 speaks of Equality before
the “Iaw (men or women).

Art. 15(1) speaks of no discrimi-
nation against any citizen (men or
women),

Art. 15(3) speaks qf making special
provision for Women and children.

Madam, may I refer to Art. 30(d) of
the Constitutlon? Tt provides for
“equal pay for equal work for bhoth
mepn ang women”. But this provision
iIs more breached thay applieq practi-
cally, So the “Equal Remuneratina
Act”? 76 hag to be enacted. But the
question is whether these benign pro
visiong of the law are applieq rcally,
iy a matter for strict scrutiny by the
National Commission For Women.

Madam, for more than 4 decades we
have-been talking for a uniform Civil
Code for all citizens, as also enjoined
under Art, 44 of . our Constitution.
More or less the women of the majority
community are en¥oying certain rights
and freedom. which the women folk
of some -mincrity c¢ommunity ‘are not
enjoying. A divorceq Muslim women
is depriveg of her right of mainterance
from her husband after 3 months of
the divorce. The  Muslim Women’s
Protection of Rights on Divorce Act
provides for payment of maintenance
to a divoreed Muslim wife by the
State Wakf Board. Bt there  are
several Stateq where npo State Wak!
Poards are constituted. Tt is for the
Wational Commission For Women to
look into these contingencies.

T do not cast anv reaction o1 the
Personal Law.or religion of any com-
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munity. But in advanceg countries
like Turkey or Egypt Muslim Personal
law has been modified and modernised.
Monogamy has.been adobteq in those
countries. The Hindu Marriage Act,
1955 has alsp adopteq monogamy in
the Hindu Society also. Madam, I
swould, therefore, like the National
Commission For Women to take up
measures top renounce practices dero-
gatory 1 the gignity of women. Be it
sati or  dowry system or causing
Foctus-deaths  of would be female
chilg by pre-birth sex determination,

It may not be vut of place ‘to
mention here that in my part of the
eountry, viz. Manipur, the women are
free. They move freely free even to
choose their life's partner. and their
own avocations of life. Re-marriage
of widows ang divorced ladiés ® has
heen a long - standing and age-oid
custom. No syste mof.purdah 1n  its
orthodox sense is in vogue. Women’s
market (‘Ema  keithel in the local
language’y is a ‘sine qua non’ of every
main markets in Manipur. “Mira-
Paibi” and ‘Nisha-Bandi’ are women’s
organisations doing-yeoman's work.

Similarly, in the North-East region
of Meshalaya the women folk enjoy
firllest freedom ang liberty. Sp also in
Mizoram. Madam, the present enact-
men+ will go a lone way 'to achieve
the objective of equality ang-develep-
ment, 1o undertake promotional and
educational research so as to.suggest
wavs of ensuring que representation
of women in all spheres of life. Thank
vou.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRIMATI
JAYANTHI NATARAJAN):  Mrs.
Satva Bahin. You can speak for five
minutes and then continue hecause the
“tatement is coming after that.’

SO5NTERE

s gl - fgw
wErgny, ¥ wma & wevond
gTr  FE®AT 1 oo

gEEnT, sy goag 39
7T qre gy wedr afgw earet v
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oY T weoATE Fi § | URE
qrat GIETT FT AL, FIC AT FTHIRT
@ gmarg Y g f5 wrag 3RS e
TO FIHATT T |

wgiear, 4% argwk & 9w F
it ¥ g A=A F IT A8 QEYIA
Rary 7 fforer # v g fw afzamt &
;T agr oErs fwar v w@r & o
wgwar, ¥ aarar argdr § fr o
afgarsi § o ¥9 griwe Prar =T
St @@ Friaw FIA BT AT FHIA AT
IR AT g gs, NAfy g, gasnt
Sq FHE AT F I AR ST
syafen Aifeal &1 8 | AEwRHT aigl
¥ oir ¥ & Ta ¥ fergemr 4
I FY TS AN &1 oAA F
afgarsl w1 U ¥ wfawre @ @
fow Segly ¥ S{laF 7 agy waATe
fgar | 197 WIGF A FTAT ATTHFL
st afqrif s sua® 3 @7 waw
fgar #tx Iw¥ fqu dfggw #
Agegr &7 | e &Y, Agw S W7
Udta ) F ATAETiT aww s v
A TN LR F sT1RIF saafewar
@

agerr, afewEl w1 Sw @z
I & fU AT AT H oagw ¥
FET INC M@ 1 FgT F aqrEviem
FEK T3[C TT, I 9T uHe fear a5v
& graifs o1 @@L IIAT IfRm 4,
a1 feafy, A arfer M sEE @@
W g, F ozF @ A AT g

afgr wer wwt "G A
Joafeeat @ § 7 sl maf

HLHEIT & O1ET ¥ AW F AN AN
F gT O 8T USH &, g wE ;L
¥, g med H gowraw dEr 3w €
Afgarat 9T [A@WERTT FH I,
afgarsdi w1 FATSHITFE T aONaAA |
90 faaiyr ¥ F7 @ g M7
qT FE G § | FAF AW F
afr fadias FIT oarg fear gdr
duw ¥ maT § A% U ra Ha|
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¥ garar A § f5 oo s few
FY A TE &, T & H wwrar et
# fawar & f5 20 sred 1990 &Y
TE T FTHT F AT TN JA T
aragrsta faar sy #@iT SEE wroRo
q0 & JaE T FWEIR F QU
qAFAW TET | UFATT FTHIT FT U
agam @ 1 7g feedy wd A g
2, Pradt gom &7 arg &, PradT freer
F T & 1 AET TEE foaey fasar
T AT gFr & Iaar faear T FEy
arfe wife @ wew § gar fAdgs
FIAT NG FAT 9T |

324

qEIEAT, SRATAIT T T AT ATE
ar 1% & 5 91T 2T O 37 avfesr
4 ¥ W7 f5 an 32 frdaw @ @
g, afgermal 9T faay smrerz go g,
forar acarare gu €, Say agy av
g ge |

gt arq a7 & frew o oy
e agh 9T #frert § gegrard
F X H I3 ¥ mAr o F o
o Ssry E, el o & Sw oWy
Isra 2, afwT @ & o dro
gAraryt ¥ 9w fyaeor A femr
SRr & | Faw T FE fear Sar §
fo &1 wwt @=afm ¥ uw wEer
JIAT AT AAFE ®R F Fhesra
g7 N FIT HARC FT TSI Y
HrAFTE F1 EFTAT Ay § AR W
TEIE ATT § O #@ ¥ morerfun)
F wearfea foar strar & 1 wge,
S TA SIW F UF W ATE  qEAr
g2 gt a7 afgargt F Far qanar
AT | A HIHAT T HEA N OEW
g9 3 IIMAT 97. ..

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRIMATI1
JAYANTHI NATARAJAN): Please
Now, let the statement

' be made.

|

|

sty aeat afgd @ goay ot
¥ & 95 a0t § | q3T-7IF AL
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRIMATI
JAYANTHI NATARAJAN): Yes, Mr.
Minister,

SHRI SUBRAMANIAN SWAMY: Is
it in response to my statement yester-
day about the petroleum stocks?

STATEMENT BY MINISTER

Restriction o0;; use of Government
Vehicles ang Certain Other Measure

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE
(PROF. MADHU DANDAVATE):
Madam. As the Hon’ble Members are
aware, the gituation in the Middle East
ig likely to affect availability of petro-
leum products, International prices
are alsp likely to be adversely affected.
This will put pressure on our Balance
of Payments. Fortunately, even before
the Middle East crisis, the Government
had already initiateg action to reduce
the rate of growth of oil consumption
anq create awareness in the country
regarding the nceg to conserve petro-
leum. Thus. certain measures were
announced in the Budget, ang 2lsolat
er by the Ministry of Petroleum. After
unbridled growth in oil consumptirn
and imports in the past 3/4 years, i
was expected that actual success in
reducing the consumption would take
some time,

2 The situation in the Middle East,
however, makes it imperative that we
now re-inforce our determination to
reduce consumption of oil products,
and do so immediately.

3. We cap cope with the present
fituation if all of us together agree
to make a small sacrifice. As part of
a programme for curbing the demand
for oil, it hag beep decided that Central
Govirnment staff cars/vehicles will
not be used on Sundays. Public Sector
units will follow the same rule on

!

|
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Sundays. State Governmentg are glso
being requesteq to adopt this rule. The
quota of petrol for cars of Ministers
in the Central Government is also
being reduceg by 20 per cent.

4. Greater emphasis has tg be given
to the development of the public trans.
port as against use of personal cars. I
propose tg increase the excise duty on
motor cars by 10 per cent ad valorem
(from the existing level of 40 per cent
to 50 per cent). Notification to give
offect to this proposal with effect from
today will be laig on the Table of the
House in due course. The rate of
depreciation ig alsp being reduced from
the present rate of 33.33 per cent to 20
per cent in respect of motor cars, pur-
rhneed on or after 1-4-1990, other than
taxis.

5. At the same time, I would like to
ask the general public, business, indus-
trial ang all other establishments to
voluntarily give up the use of their
cars for one day of the week. They
can choose any fixed day of the week,
Government will urge families, schools,
colleges and communitieg to make a
public  resolve that the country is
willing o make his small sacrifice.
Public efforts in  this direction are
much better than a directive from the
top. Our people have coped with
saeveral severe droughts, such zs, in
1965-66, 1979 and 1987. We have also
met warg and other challenges volun-
tarilv. We can manage the present
gituation alsg ang turn it around with
small effort by every one individually
and collectively.

SHRI JAGESH DESAI (Maharash:
tra): Madam. before you call upon hon,
Members to seek  clarifications, 1
would like to point out just one thing.
We were informed at 2.30 p.m., that
the Finance Minister was going to
make n statement We got the infor
mation at 2.30 p.m, 1 wag the flrst
person to give my name. But 1 was
surprised to finq that some namesg wWere
already given at 1 pm, itself when
we were informed only at 2.30 p.m.
that the Minister wag going to make.



