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13.53 hr*.

MEDICAL TERM INATION OF PREG­
NANCY BILL

THE M INISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
PLANNING (SHRI D. P. CHATTOPA- 
DHYAYA) : On behalf of Shri Uma Shankar 
Dikihit I beg to move :

“That the Bill to provide for the termi­
nation of certain pregnancies by registered 
medical practitioners and for matters connec­
ted therewith or incidental thereto, as passed 
by Rajya Sabha, he taken into consider­
ation.”

By way of introduction of the Bill, I should 
like to say a few wotds. Historically speaking 
this Bill mean* not much ; it is only to libera­
lise some of the restrictions under scction 312 of 
the IPC where it has been provided that termi­
nation of pregnancy relief would be available 
only to pregnant women in case it is necessary 
to save their life. This condition that this 
would be allowed—the benefit of termination 
of pregnancy—only in order to save their life 
seemed to the people for a long time rather 
restrictive. In  order to relax the restriction wc 
are bringing forward this law which has already 
been passed by the Rajya Sabha. I t  wrs 
throughly processed by Parliamentarians and 
social workers and some jurists, taking into 
consideration the views of other experts, 
medical and non-medical, in and through the 
Shantilal Shah Committee. Incorporating the 
recommendations of the Shantilal Shah Com­
mittee, the Bill was drafted and introduced in 
the Rajya Sabha on 17th November, 1969. 
At that stage it was observed by some Members 
of the other House that the Bill needed further 
study both in depth and detail. So, it was 
referred to a Joint Committee on 24th Decem­
ber, 1969.

The Joint Committee held as many as 19 
sittings, and several modifications were sugges­
ted by it. All those modifications have been, 
in a different way, incorporated in the Bill 
now presented for the consideration ofc this 
hon. House.

The* recommendations, broadly speaking, 
are five. First, it has been suggested that unless 
and until the rules and regulations incidental

to the Clauses of this Bill are framed, this 
legislation should not be brought into force. 
So, even if this Bill is passed, it will not be 
brought into force forthwith.

Secondly, thr definition of the “ guardian” 
whose consent would be necessai y for termina­
ting the pregnancy of the ward under his con­
trol has been further liberalised. Formerly the 
definition was in terms of both care o f person 
and property of the minor. Now, care of 
pioperty has been deleted, and it is only in 
terms of care of person.

Thirdly, to ensure the safety of the life of 
the pregnant women, the definition of the 
medical practitioners authorised to undertake 
this sort of delicate and risky opei ation has 
been icstricted. Any and every medical 
practitioner will not be allowed. It has been 
suggested by the Joint Committee that only 
registered medical practitioners should be 
allowed, and registered medical practitioners 
means more than what meets the eye in the 
first instance; It means medical men who 
have the necessary (raining and experience.

Fourthly, it has been suggested by the Joint 
Committee that if the pregnancy is within the 
twelfth week, the opinion of one doctor would 
be deemed sufficient for undertaking the 
operation, but if it is between the twelfth week 
and the twentieth week, the opinions of two 
doctors would be necessary, although the actual 
operation could be undertaken by one doctor, 
i. e , a surgeon.

In the fifth instance it has been suggested 
that in an emergency case of saving life, the 
condition of having the opinion of two doctors 
could be relaxed as also superior qualification 
and experience, because in some parts of the 
country highly qualified medical practitioners 
necessary for undertaking this type of opera, 
tion may not be readily available. This is the 
history through which this Bill has been pro­
cessed and given the form in which it has been 
presented before this House.

14 ban.

The objects for which this Bill has been 
introduced may be categorised under three 
heads—humanitarian, health and evgenic. 
With the passage of time all over the world, 
there was a cty that unwanted pregnancy
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should be allowed to be terminated. That is, 
women who, under circumstantial pressure, 
are impregnated should be allowed to have 
the benefit of termination of pregnancy. This 
is the cry heard all over. With change of time, 
in India also, we have experienced such a 
demand for a pretty long time.

SHRI K. N. TIWARY (Bettiah) : Who 
demanded it ?

SHRI D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA : Many 
sections of people. I t  is mentioned in the 
Jo in t Committee's report that the opinions of 
different people and different organisations 
have been taken into consideration.

So far as the humanitarian aspect is concer­
ned, during partition, for example, many 
women were victims of forcible sexual acts, 
resulting in unwanted pregnancy. We could 
not do anything legally to those unfortunate 
women at that time. Apart from that, the 
figures available unmistakably show that on 
an average 6.5 million people undergo termi* 
nation of pregnancy. This is an unmistakable 
pointed to the necessity ol having such a law. 
This staggering figure of t . 5 million indicates 
that we should have had a law of this nature 
long ago. Of these 6.5 million rases, only 2.5 
million are natural. The rest are induccd. In 
spite of the absence of such a law, today we 
have this staggering figure of 4 million induced 
abortions. O f toinse, I  cannot claim that the 
figure is based on accurate study, but even 
then it is staggrring and it shows that not only 
we should have, but wo ought to have had 
such a law. The figure is just a pointer to 
the necessity that we are already living with 
the problem, and let us make legal and moral 
what has been done surreptitiously all these 
years.

SHRI ZULFIQJUAR A U  KHAN (Ram- 
pur) ; Ladies who undergo abortions illegally 
would not like other people to know that they 
had an abortion. Then how did the Minister 
got this figure ?

SHRI D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA : I t is 
from the sample survey and extrapolation of 
statistics. 1 do not claim that this is an exact 
figure but it is an approximate pointer to the 
problem.

Apart from the humanitarian ground, there

is also the health ground because sometimes 
due to thr failure of the conventional con­
traceptives some women become pregnant. We 
should be sympathetic to them. As the law 
stands at present, they cannot terminate that 
unwanted pregnancy. So, that objective is also 
kept in view while drafting this law.

Thirdly, there is the eugenic consideration. 
Because, in some cases women run the risk of 
having crippled children. A mother who has 
reasonable grounds to believe that she will 
brar crippled children should have the benefit 
of termination of that pregnancy.

So, on these three grounds, humanitarian, 
health and eugenic, wr thought that some 
legal relief should be made available to the 
women. This Bill may be viewed from two 
points of view, apart from a third point of 
view.

Broadly speaking, it has been welcomed by 
the members. I had the privilege of piloting 
the Bill in the Uppei House and I  have found 
that it received due welcome from all quarters. 
Even in the Joint Committee, I am glad to 
report, out of the 26 members as many as 22 

accorded a hearty welcome to this Bill. I have 
no doubt that this enlightened House with its 
progressive outlook also would extend its whole­
hearted support to the Bill.

Before I formally place the Bill before the 
House, I would like to say that there arc two 
sets of arguments. One set consists of the view 
that this Bill is too conservative and the other 
is, which is the opposite, tliat it is too liberal. 
Those who say that it is too conservative are 
more radical in their outlook. But the success 
of otherwise of this Bill depends upon the 
social attitudes of the people. We have many 
laws which were out of tune with social realities 
which did not work. As early as perhaps 1854 
we had a Widow Remarriage Act. It was a 
dead piece of legislation, not practised because 
Athough it was put on the statute book* people 
did not accept it. So the simple point is that 
if w<% say something radical, if we bring about 
a more radical law not consistent with the 
demands of the people, while it goes on the 
people, while it goes on the book of statutes it 
docs not go home to the people to tbe practised
and followed.
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SHRI B. P. MAURYA (Hapur) : I t  should 
give some protection to unmarried mothers 
also.

SHRI D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA : That 
sort of protoction that these unfortunate ladies 
are demanding for is also provided in this law.

While we are vrrv murh of the opinion that 
we should have a radical law, we must be 
realistic enough to see that the law must be in 
tune with the need of the people. For example 
perhaps in 1955 at the instance of the United 
Nations we had a law passed in this House 
and the other House prohibiting prostitution. 
W hat has happened to that ? It is again a 
dead law. I t  has not gone to the heart. So 
I  say, Sir, the question is not one of my having 
radical views> or of some hon. Members having 
radical views but the point is, if the social 
milieu is not ready to accept the radical law it 
is no use shouting our progressive views on the 
floor of the House. The question is one of 
larger issue affecting the people at large outside 
the House. So, I say, if it is not loo liberal it 
is liberal but, as I said at the beginning, the 
main objective of bringing about this piece of 
legislation is to remove some of the restrictions 
enjoined by Section 312 of Indian Penal Code. 
Its objective is liberal. Just now I heard some 
of the hon. Membets saying it is not radii al 
enough. I  bay that it is not very conservative. 
Many of the apprehensions expressed in the 
form of interventions that it is conservative 
emanate from the fact that those Members 
have not gone through the Bill thoroughly. I 
hope they will go thiough the Bill thoroughly 
and they will find many of the things they 
expect from the Bill are already there in the 
Bill. With these wotds I  commend this measure 
for the consideration of this House.

MR. DLPUTY SPEAKER : Motion
moved :

‘‘That the Bill to provide for the 
termination of certain pregnancies by 
registered medical practitioners and fgr 
matters connected therewith or incidental 
thereto, as passed by Rajya Sabha, be taken 
into consideration.”  *

1  find that one and a half hours have been 
alotted'for this Bill.

SHRI R. V. BADE (Khargonc) : I request 
that the time may be extended by one hour.

M R. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I  cannot 
accept a notion off-hand in that way. The time 
has been fixed by the Business Advisory Com­
mittee. I find the Bill is creating lot of interest. 
But have received many names. I  think we 
should fix 10 minutes for each. Even wc may 
exceed time.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : Sir, do you 
think pregnancy tan  be terminated within 10 
minutes.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER : With modern 
techniques it can be done. Shri Bhattacharyya.

SI IR IS  P. BHATTACHARYYA (Ulube- 
ria) : Sir, I  support this Bill from the point of 
view of humanity. It will save the humanity 
from biologicol and natural barriers. There 
are various soc ial barriers in our society for 
which our unwanted children and mothers 
suffer. This Art will free them and get them 
proper human dignity. For this, I  do support 
this Bill. People in our country a ie d e e p in  
superstitions. So, Government must set* how 
they could be really helped and their dignity 
saved. That is the main difficulty that Govern­
ment must overcome, without harming their 
life or their prestige or anything.

Lastly, we must utilise this for oui research 
and development. O ur Minister must know 
that J . B. S. Haldane, a noted biologist, in his 
book wrote how these things can be of great 
benefit for the devc lopment of our research 
and medical science. This must be taken into 
consideiation. For this oui medical units must 
be properly developed so that we ran really 
help our people and our medical science can 
do the utmost help.

With these words, I support the Bill.

srw srr Twpft s u r e  ( s r jq F rr ) : 

STTSW ^ *r#*TPT f«FT fw pt

qM % s s  *r ^
§  g  I srfsFT *Tf«T ^  t  3*%

P ftf f ^ r  % it* *

tn is  a r r s f e s  v f r  f o r r  w r ,  w f  

s r w r r  % w  3rr?r *pt fosrr f r

^  t 1 

s q T s w  tpi? cTC'f;
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t o ' r r  ^ r  s r ra m  <r?*rr |  v ftx  fp r^ t 

t o f a s t s r  % nmnrr
2r st?rf srrar ?rm ^  ssrcfr 1 1  **
t o  *r?r ^  tfamrr*Tifr ^

t  f t 1 ffJ5fTf < f f to t  sftO T  *T tf t

|  I % t o  #  *TfT?ft i  f a  < l t o R  f o f t -

3PT% q̂fTT ^ r  ***** I  aft*
^ r f ^ r  i #% <fr t o  ^ r  *****

% 'Tf5̂  §  t  t> 3to<rr %,
m^r^tor * , *nrrsr % 3ft* sr* * , % to  

**%  t f t o  *???* t  T O r f t r ^ r r  T r̂ ^ r r  

^T^cft f  I W  *S  ^ I ^ 5 i T f  ^  t —

# q r  ? r^ft tf r  #  sp tT ^ r f ~ s * f t  & r  *

?Tfft, ^  %̂ ff 37t 3PK CT *PT ^  *ft
^  * t o  I  f a  %*** ^  | ,

* t o  2* rrt ?ft ^ T  % 3T^T, ^  

*?*fr f̂t ^ f̂r fa*m st $., % * f r  I ,
$ t o R  ^  ?t#‘, T O  %

JTjft ^?r^5R *t ̂ T^FT ^t 3Wf ’TfsTTT *T
* t o f  m  f f l ^ r  4 *  *T$iT *«TT

3ftT Titoran # 1̂  ?tT?ti ?, *rt ftfp*r 

% m  »r?ffr % ^rr w * * 5 ? t  * * t o r t  *rr 
fsp r rc  m  ^rrffr % I r *  t o  * r t o  ^  

s r t o r m  ^  ^  %  ?rr*TT ®rr ^  JT *s r 
%  ^ r«ff n  ^rr s r*rr* t o r  r o r  2,  

sfr v r $  w  i m t  s r t  ^=ft & 1

* 3 f f  % * r  t o r  * s f f  % , 
^ F t  *ft*r ^ r  * r n n r  ^ ? r r  w r  I -  
*r  ̂ sprer w  t o  ^ t o r  *r*rr |  1 

?w t o  % 3, ^rsr^rsr 2 Jr
w t q w ^ f r w  t o r  « w r  I ,  ^  ^  ^nrsr^rr 
f=F vrr s r r ^ r ^ r  «ft 1

“ Where any pregnancy occurs as a 
result of failure of any device or method 
used by any married woman or her husband 
for the purpose of limiting the number of 
children, the anguish caused by such un* 
wanted pregnancy may be presumed to cons­
titute a  grave injury to the mental health 
of the pregnant woman.”

*  % srrstft i  f o  % s s  ^r?*r

^  sr^r#' f o  q-fo v f t  t o lT * r  3TiT ^  

'RT €r arrir eft t o  

t o  %  J r ^ ' T ,  t o n f l 1 s r r f t f ^  ^ « r  

*f> ^rf 3^ *tr  r̂«rr t  ? ^ r  r̂r<r 
^  I  I S J # r r r  k  m<1> G & ft g  

^rf^riT  ?r I  

^  *frsr r̂r*r; ?Tr̂  ^tstt % *Tmr% srî rr 
^rf^T 1 t o t  vt ?=rr ^  tt^ j^r g>^ % 1 

^Tfr sftm i k  'Tf̂ j ^ r  |  ??rf?rcr 
t o  m m  q-?: 1% f r r ^  ^rr^ ft^ri %

^nr?r ^  *TPT% ĵft
^T%rr ffT T̂FT̂ T t o  t o [  t ,  ^ T

^r^r | ,  qwr ff r̂ sr^
^ r% rr i f  %

*̂T TT^c$f%nT #  # ?Ptf 5T^TrT ?r̂ r 
*r*T3Tfft ? w  ert’: Ty
^ ^ r  ^ rf^ rr  3r^t aft^  ^ itut |  cf^r

^tTTir *rs vfr $  f^r i ? t  stst % e r f ^ T  

f;T?:n"3r»T ^r ^ ? rr  *rr?r% 1 1

'T f^ ir to tsR  r̂r ^ar-̂ r 
t ,  fasR  dVr r̂r̂ fr 9 3 .3  T̂̂ rr 
^  Mr t o r  *fti t  Srf̂ ?r 

w r fsrr ? f r ^ f t  3rtoT ir 
?> f  % t o r  ?jt % to f  »rqriT̂ r J Pr 
9>tor ^Trto srhrnr ir ^

to t  1 1 z m X  ^  % <̂r ^
* f t o  3F^t cTfT w $«r ? ^ f ^ T 5 R  fTT

5fr?rr»T ^ r  % to  ^  f̂t ar̂ TT)̂  fsrr 1
^ 5 ?  ?T ^  ^ t  f7??T ^5T lf i r f ,

fq  ^ t o  v t  ^nr^r srr^ ^  | f  1

t̂, srr^r^r f̂t ^r smrnr | ,
f^ r ^ l P 5  sft»r ^ r  |  % 2^ WTFT

^ r f ^  ift?rrJT ^t ? r̂% r̂t srr^JT- 
^rr I  m  r̂?r

jrf? a rr^ ^ frr | gft t o  t o  ?n  ̂
% srk tft |[t SFT̂TT ^rf^rr zftX 

sr^Rt ^r%ir 1 3ft sft»ff % ,? f t o  
^r ? r ^ r  § sr*m #f?r r̂rr t?: f̂t 
w  t o  ir r  ^  |  % t o  aft
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[ s f t o t  t fr to t ?<rr*r] 
t  srt f c r f a #  t ,  ^  

sn f t  am r ?r#r m  t  aft*  * t f  

w*RTr f*r?r | 1

TT̂F iTPT % dTF̂r ^feift %
* r * s p *  i f  t f t  a F ^ r  « r r r *0  g  t s t o r  

qr siyr § to r  ^  % sfarrwr *rt 
s is * r  t o e r r  ^  < £ t o t  c r r t o  s ft*rw  
%  fanr fqrrPTT Z\m  t o ^ T T  ^ r fo ir  ^  ^

t o  <rr t 1 a m r  3 ; t o >  a r w r a r
*rr wr % <rfpr ^ft |  * r to  t t o r  %
m«JT*T S  *TC *P % T*¥ 3TRT5T ?Tft T f^ lt 
3ri;ft ? fa; 'fc to t ^rf^ir 
STTHr ^ rf? rr, *q r W r ?TT)% d m n r r  

T̂fWTT I srcr 3TRT ^T * ft
|  ? Jt 3rrq% *t t sw  % ^?rr ^rscft g
fap i* t t o  i n  a rrr  r̂ f̂ft ar^rr

q r ^ t  ■sw f o  ^tp t t o  % f^rcr ?r?rt 

fafoeftsr ^r ^ arrtosw  i ^n i^ rs*
fS'TT^'T t  ‘J’Wr 3RT 3TPT *r*t
c n ft a r m r r  s n r o r  t o  *r% »ft i 

.  ( m j u h r )

s<rr«rer ?r?k^, sfeznr q t o  w s  % 
^ r ^ n -  q c  ^ i?* r  1 3 f t r  f a i r  ?nrr

sft 5rrtoT?r |  i $^?rt to t e ^ r r r  ^rffrr i 

ssr t o  *t srr s t h h  « tf s f t t  

fe*rr irsw |?*r <m wrrc îr, ?r«r 
3Tim *Ft arrs s m ,  ft *nr?r<ft f  swift 
ini «ft i s t o  ^ r ^ r  «rr
q t o  *£t ^  ^TrSrsr 

S*r t o  ^r $  SHTSTrft |  sp>f q f jr^ r  to< T ? t 

®rMT5Tft| i . . .  ( a m n )

*Ft» 5n«T5r 3 1 2 % 3 16 cr̂ r 3ft JFrr ŝr 
W | ,  3T5TCTT ^  Jnrrĉ r ^  

cw  ?rfr f f r f ^ T  |  f o  ^  f%r?r i r ^ f  

* r t t  4 r a r  ^  1 1 s s f t  a r r ^

«ft̂ T t̂t tfftrtrre^gR *rx ferr |  f r ^ r  
g^nsft4 % ^  srft ?ft s*r w*n §  ^
3TT f̂SRTT I  3T?zr«IT T O  I eft
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srrfft ^7^- cft^r ^  ^

?W 3fr ^  w rr

$  ^ r r  1

^  ^RT t  ^ f t  g | *%?*?
s m  q-î r f r̂rr jpt ?rrT 
^ R t  ^Ft ^nff ^  fk q  3Tf^ 1 1 f  q fr

^?rr f% ^ i r r ^  ^  ?r^r ^

n^?T TFT %rr fap̂ ft ^ft
g rt rTTf % ^PCfftrr^q- 7̂T% % f?rrr ^ jq 1
^rafrjT ^ j t t t  JT^t f  I ^*T ^ 7 » T  % ^ J ^ f t -

it^srJT % %?sr % ^ c r r f t  ^ t  w
stpit t ,  3 ^ r  f t t r r r s r

^  ^r f p - s f T ^ i r  % fa rr  f e i r  

T*rr *nrr, ?*rr^ ®[o Tt<> ir ^  ^q-r ^rf^T 
^  <f ?rr %»t fsrr i t o r  it t r t
?TT3frr̂  sr ^ft anrfjr ^  |  1 
t o t r -  ?*r 5T5tp ' ¥T ^fftf ^rnt ^rft 
v iw f t  w r w  r z f r z r f f  ir  i f ,

t o %  ^ITW  t t* F t  i t s  rr t o  JTF

r< w * *;n*r % 3r?PTr ^  a r^ r- 'r r^ T  ffr 

arm- 1 ?fr t  sri^rr ^rscft ^ ff. w  ^r?fr 
% faflr 3rr«T% TRT w r  t  ? ^

^  t  f f  s*r f^T % srfVrr Jf ariT^ f  0[
5tq=7*Tr^?r ^ r |  £  3 *  j t p ^ t  

JTf^rr3ft ^ t  f?r ^  ? m  n  ^ r? r  
% ffjt  n ?  3 r ^ p % ?  m  fsr^^rr w*r f t o r  

w * t f  m r ,  sftfo ̂ r f ^ r  ^  art?:
?^frT q r  f ^  |  f ^ f r  ^ rf  q m  ?rr^r
?rft, arr̂ rr t o ^ t  m m  v  ¥ tf  
srr^K ^ ft <ift̂  f̂ r̂ RTt * r^ tf
tt%z  ?r|t 7^5 t  ^ r  = s r ^  f  ftr 
ar«rfi!%? ?rftf ?r^t ft^rr, t o r  »r^f ^ t f  
?rft ^t'Ti ^rk »rr % q-f vrpfifr 
f̂ rfffT ftjft |  ftr gr?r^r w i  fMr aft^ 
w r^r % gr^rt ^  t o  1 ?t%
smT?&? 3tt% arnr ^  arr% srfesp 
f% f̂t 3rr̂ *fV % ^ r r  % 3ti% |  ^gf^rtr 
^ •^ r^ ft *r<r% q ? f^  sffnflr
# T 5 r r ^  f ^ r  srnrr ■srrf̂ T 1 ^frf% arn?
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^  farrztii JT ff  t  I ^  

% -fH tr arrr^r « r t  *r  ^  |  ? 
a m ?r m \  ^ s p t  t  ? a r m  ^  

s r ^ fr  ^ r tf  ? r|f ^  £  srf?^
*w < < r  f w  ^  fsr*rc?tft 3 f t*  *  
s^ar t o r  sfPr i #  ?ft srrsreft «fr f%  q v  

^ r r  ^FTT'sr ft? rr f t :  ^  a R « r r £ s  
ftr? nrt s rn ro n r a r^ rr f e * r  srrar |

% w £  T tr*ft , *p f^ r ? r  it  t f t
f i f a r r  aft* snri^r ^frfnrr^^r 

^ r  i

t  ?rm ^  ^ r^ fr

% ft^ T  t  ^ R f f t  i  f t :  <£V 3 T(f O rro trgo
a n f * p r c  |  s f t  f a  3r?rr«rr?r«r * r *m «rr, 
f t :  irsp s r ^ r r ? ^  w  arn* 

S H S t ^ f t  f f  1 1 . - ( « i w w )  . .  
ip r  5Ttrr w i 5 f  ^ « rn :^  arfa sn rftR frr  wsrqr 

WRjfr |  S t P r  ^  sprftreffar
*rr *r t o r  srrcrr f  ?fr ^  ? t

^«r 3TT?r 1 1  f ? r % q  t  =*n??rt g  ftr  w
f a r  3f?t 3rrT f t r ? f  * r  f p s j : ^ r  *t  s t * t%

f tr  sprr ^ r f ^ r r  |  ? 3tt-

* f t e  w s t  ^ r  3t??t  ^ r  s *t r  
^ > rr i . .  ( « w r ) . .  $  $?r<fft
g  f t :  ^ r%  5Tg?T t r f i s p j ^  I ,

^  t  f t :  3T*r ; r r ^  3 frr# *te  q ^ T  *rr 
^  ftST  ^  fsP T ^ ft jf jp T J  I

<ft far^r %  a r ? ^  g *rs :r  w r  o t t  ?ft*rr, 
«Fk ^ r r  art?: ^ ^ r r . .  ( « m R )  . .

*t% s r f  ? *r fa sr #  f s r ^  f t s t  ^  1 1  
. .  (arar«n»r) . .  t  ^ r r ^  f  f t :  ^ r
^  ^  f t ’sr »mr aft^: q-^ ??r

q r  ^ r  i s rff 3ft  t r f a i ^ R  $  n i
^ T * P t  ^  t  ^  ^ T  |  I *r ff3 T 3 ff 
^  >ft 3f% ^ r r  |  % ft^ r  #  f f W c f t  |  
^ rl^ nrrsr % 3T r̂ tn

m  * m * m  % «  % j t t  ftr^c ^  

f ^ i  w t  sprc«r f t —^rvft %

|  f t :  z r f  ? r|f ^  * r r f ^ r ,  f ^ r v t  
5ft*T5m?3r ^  t o t t  * r r f ^  1 ...

( w p w r ) . . s f f fa r r  #  ^  <rc

^ J T T ^ c f t  f  f t :  ^  f3H  ir  nr f N r j^ j t  11

I have studied this Bill. They have noe 
given the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 
When you are not clear in your mind, what 
will you say before the public ? We have to 
go to the public. We have to make them 
understand the intention of the Bill. This am­
biguity should go. It is not a play ; it is a 
serious matter.. I request the House, and I 
request the hon. Members, to support me 
when I ask for the clarity of the Bill. The 
Bill should be in tunc with the times. I f  you 
want to bccome radical, to radical.

SIIRI S. M. BANERJi:E (Kanpur) : I rise 
to support this Bill, as it was supported by my 
group in Rajya Sabha also.

AN HON. MEMBER : Why should a 
baclialor speak ?

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE: No, I am not a 
bachelor. I have just one child.

The point is that in the given circumstances, 
this Bill has to be passed, and I must congra­
tulate Government on their bold stand in 
regard to this matter, because this Bill was 
objected to only by those who never wanted to 
regularise this step.

I t is a very painful duty on my part to sug­
gest that a mother or a would be mother should 
be deprived of a child. But what is happen­
ing to the young girls in this country ? They 
have to play into the hands of these quacks 
after they are a raped by some people. Either 
they stake their life in the hands of the quacks 
or they take some medicine and die or they 
commit suicide by throwing themselves on the 
railway track. This is exactly what is happen­
ing. We should in all fairness hate the sin but 
not the sinner. That is exactly what was 
taught by Christ and that was exactly what 
our rishis also used to say, though they were 
very conservative in nature.

AN HON. MEM BER: M ahatma Gandhi 
also Ejjkid it.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : I  accept Christ’s 
teaching first and the only Mahatma Gandhi’s.

AN HON. M EM BER: He is a Deputy 
Christ.
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SHRI S. M. BANERJEE - Clause 3 lays 
down when pregnancy can be terminated by a 
register rd medical practitioner ; the conditions 
under whi( h it should be done or should not 
be done have all been laid down. Then, some 
explanations have also b«*n given. Explana- 
tion reads thus :

“Where any pregnancy is alleged by 
the pregnant woman to have been caused by 
rape, the anguish caused by such pregnancy 
shall be presumed to constitute a grave 
injury to the mental health of the pi egnant 
woman."

Then, we have Explanation II  which reads 
thus :

“ Where any  pregnancy occurs as a 
result of failure of any device or method 
used by any married woman or her husband 
for the puposc of limiting the number of 
children . . .  ’’

This is something surprising This is r« flec­
tion on family planning actually. Apart from 
this, aftei all, the wife oi the husband does not 
manufacture loops. I f  ilieie is any loophole in 
the loop, then they are not responsible. I think 
that this explanation is ledundaut. Why 
should it be there ’ Supposing any lady sa>s 
that it was because of het husband’s failure or 
if any husband says that it is because of the 
wife’s failure, then what is theic in it, after 
all f  Piegnancy is pregnancy whether it is due 
to die failure o! something or due to the success ol 
something. Therefore, I feel that this explana­
tion is redundant and it should be deleted from 
this Bill.

Clause 4 specifies the places where pregnan­
cy can be terminated. I t reads thus :

“No termination of pregnancy shall 
be made in accordance with this Act at any 
place other than—

(a) a hospital established or main­
tained by Government or

(b) a place for the time being ap­
proved for the purpose of this 
Act by Government. ”

In  the lural areas, what is going to happen? 
Nearly 75 per cent of our population lives in 
the rural areas. Where are the hospitals there 
and what will be done in those areas ? Again, 
sub-clause (b) of clause 4 says :

“ A place for the time being approved 
for the purposes of this Act by Government” .

Supposing pregnancy has to be terminated, 
then this very place can be converted into a 
hospital under this clause. Certainly, the other 
Members can be asked to go out, and any 
Member who wants to terminate pregnancy 
can do it heie. I submit that it suould not be 
provided foi like that. After all, it should be 
an approved place with some beds or a hospital 
with some beds and so on. Otherwise, it will 
be a mobile hospital and wherever they move 
and wherever they see that there is a chancc 
of terminating pregnancy, they will convert 
that place into a hospital. I think that second 
thought should be given to this by the hon. 
Minister. Shn D. P. Chattopadhyaya has been 
taking a lot of interest in family planning and 
he has done vei y well in this Ministry as a 
new Minister and I offer my congratulations 
to him on his fine performance.

I feel that this Bill has to br explained pro­
perly. There should be some proviso laying 
down thr minimum requite merits tobcsalis- 
licd by any plan which can be approved as a 
hospital for this purpose. Otherwise, I am 
aftaid tin t otdinary doctors will utilise this 
opportunity and there will be further loss o! 
life. So this should not be done.

Shrimati Sax ill i Shyam asked the question : 
what will happen to those children i  Really 
there should be some piovision for the unwan­
ted children.

MR DEPUTY-SPEAK.ER: That is not 
within the scope of the Bill. This is only to 
prevent unwanted children.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : This is a general 
discussion. Government could not prevent it 
for the last 24 years. What will happen to 
these children ?

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER : A separate Bill 
will be necessay.

SHRI S. M, BANERJEE ; My sister* Shri­
mati Savitri Shyam, really shocked the entire 
Housr by raising his very vital question. 
W hat will happen to these children ? Will they 
get a place in society ! I remember during the 
British time when soldiers used to be recruited, 
nobody aaked them ‘what is the name of your
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father ?’ He used to say ‘The King is my 
father’. The King used to be the father o f all 
such people who were born like this. The 
question really is whether they should not get 
a  place in society. W hen we have abolished 
prostitution, what will happen to those children 
who were born out of the womb in that way f 
I f  they are not accepted into society, I  am 
afraid these children will become mast anti­
social elements. I f  this affects motherhood, it 
will be the end of all values. So I hope this 
will not be done. This has been done right 
from the beginning but now wc should correct 
this state of affairs. I hope this will be given 
thought to by the hon. Minister.

. srcmftr?? ( s r r c R ^ ) : *r r ^ fr 7
sfr, 1 3 T T 7  t t  srr^rr^t f .

far 3 ttt % f f a - f a r c s f f a  *r *r r f ^  
1 9 7  1 %  i f  a m  f a W  ' T T  

^  3T3T*R s p jf t  faqT  1 1 1  ^  

W  *?t i  I

*pft srt fa w r  *rt sr^r
5frr?r %  faflr ^«rri  g  i
t  a m  %  ?T3r?r e t̂ r -
^  qft S T R ^ c T r  #  W T  3TRT
^ s m \ i  i *rfa f a #  *n r % *r
*PT?Tcft ®ft srfajr ^frfapr n  q-f srr r̂
arq^rr s r r d f t * '  it# i r F r f e
v t  *p n ftx  % srf?r s ftfc w  ?fr 3f t r
q-fa ^  VT. * F f t  sir
TH ^ftr % ^rrftfTsr ar^^i ^rnrf^r^
*r 3r?5F«T m  w r m  
$®fPc«n*T q fa s rT  q r  q-f
1 1 f a r  ®rr*r aps% %  *  arr#f %

g "  ^ f f  %  ^ fr^ r
erer ^ r ? « ir  ror fa ire r  »t? f s r w  q f  
? Ftf tfr *TH ? frr sfa ra  f f f r  s r e £ w  1

s f a R , trfe ^ r r a r ^ r q ^ r  3ftfaPT?rr 
fa* vfk ^ ^ r r | 3 r r  aft s T rc tfc ^  a fh : 

3ttnrRrrr3ff % f r f ^ r  ^t*rr far 
n w f t r  ^  % f a ^ r f r r  ^  eft 3 ? r « r  
^Tfrr a rt* q fftr a rft ^r*r% s?reT

qfaa-n: arfwrT ?ft fmr ?r*rr
*5 tts? % *tt % r  if =T ^ r r  1

’Rrr^ftq- s r r ^  |  far
(^t) arm *rfc *rr «trw  farr | enr 

% ^q^r f̂vr̂ r *rr stft^ vftx.
wt ^ gft^  vt cr«rr jh tr  % mx far̂ qr 
v t r t  T f-rr |, aftc wft

^r#«rr ^rM r srefterr &rfr % 1

ktttct f*r^r f̂ srrr 3R 
W  T frzfR  rrfT ^  f

sft? TT 3TW ^>fr iTf % arST^'T ?T
5?t ar? f̂t ?r̂ r fjr̂ cft arf? ^*r Tfa^n: 

% arm irw f?ffr«r % ■?7 i*r 5r^> if
■̂f?r «tt: vfr *nt »r̂ r ^  ^ rr f̂ ^

q’f^ n ; % ^  aft?: ^  ^q^r 
% f̂rsnr T»- zftx Tfa^TR TT  ^ Tr * i * Z  
3TRT % ^ t t ' t  ^ ^ t  tfirsr ?rf^rr |  fam-^ft 

*ft *pr tW  t̂ 3r>5c ^  f f  1

M m , %% fa^q r̂ Jr ^pt spt
» r w r  ^  q-f t  far ^  ^trrfcer rr^ft

*rt qrnrift ir^srat T?r t̂. m ? \  
?fft 1 q?r w , « rirr *rf ®fr 3rP^Rf
^  T9Tf î ;ft 1 1

if  5Tf?r wPr vr 
f-T ir f  | fa: frpT T f^ rt rT
f̂ f̂ c?rr-3ir3r»Tnft ^ frr t  r̂V?: *rfa 
^Ttf 3f?3T ŝ %> ^  5T-TrrT spr r̂̂ Tf
m ^  *̂r farq-qr % s:r̂ :r 50? fa^r *n^rr, 
^ rf ^Tf sq-fat sft fafacST^r Tfar?jt- 

SJTfaT |  w  ^  v t  t o

^t arN-fTR srgfir t̂*rr i

t  arrr ir[W*T ^ ^  r̂
^TRT«T,if xr% ^Frr^r ^ rr^ rr g  1 s r^ c r

fa#JT«rr «rn:r (3 ) ^t (2) («p) 
if 12 cr̂ fr % tp t  % ?«rr?r q-̂ : arre

m  ^  f e r r  ^rnr w ffa : 3rr5 ^r<rr^ if 

m r  ̂ t ’TT ^ r ^ r ^ e n r r  fa re^m nr f t  strtt
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[«ff *sf 5RTPT f'Tf]
3Tfa T^PT *TW?T ^  fasffa %

tit % drV nfcpsp ?>rr 
f S W *  f>?TT I  I

^ f a  *F?T  5pt ***  ^Tf r̂TT A  fa#*TF 

T*vn £  a r t e  ? r e  * r f ^ r  
srVT 9FT^ftT q-T vrr^ ?Tfft I  S*T T R W  %

fairr jtr f SFirsr ?r|t 1 1  *r?w  *t 
s r if f  a r ^ r t *  5 f ? ^ f  ^ i f - r r  f? f a  t o f t  
s^^rr ^  m  fa^r ?*rnd ^  ^f^rr 
5^5 3ft ?■ vre*ftr 7?- ?rt s r c ^  ?fa tft?
5t **1J sfk  *TTC»Tte ^  3T^f tft 
%r\ 5 f f ^  - J 5 f  * f a  I s r c g  s f k  = f r r w r
^ r  < J rP ^ n » ! r  * * r  3  t f k  *?r < w
% ^r% *r?r ^rr r̂^Tcrf < r  i r ^ i ^ r  f w s f t  

f a w  *rr frnfr fa7*r ^  ^rfi^ i

t r ?  fgrq-q-T; * V  s r* rfa  %  *t p t

7?- rrqfr * V  f  \ qp «rf=T 4

* r f ? R t a  * t - * f a  n ^ h t ^ p t  
<pr d T ^ ? -  f»T T f I  I *r oTT'T, 

far%cr?7T ifJT?T?r % T ^ r

f  fa ^  ^ jfrr  zfi *rr *ft

t  ^ f a  im ŝrr $  *rr4 k  tfV 
s r o f o  % «?*■ 3 r r n  s r s  ^  ^  i

anfr sft is=r^f?r I ,  TTcTr |  w ,  

s r p t  s r n t  % f M r  $ > n  t  * * r  i 
w r  s r a f t  %  *rr«r $  vr f a w ?  wrr 

^r*m !T  ^ t t  f  i

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAK.ER Now, we 
began this debate at 1.55. We have taken 
practically *>0 minute* and still there are 10 
hon Members who would like to speak. Then 
therf is the clause-by-clause consideration, 
the third reading, and the Minister is to reply. 
We ought to conclude this debate according to 
the time fixed at $ Z5 I would, theiclore, 
earnestly request the hon Members to try to 
confine their speeches to five minutes each. I 
do not se< there is any controversy at *11. Why 
should wr take too much time ’
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Yes, Shri J  M  Gowder.

♦SHRI J  M. GOWDER (Nilgtris) : M r. 
Deputy Speakei, Sir, the Medical JTesmination 
of Pregnancy Bill seeks to give legal protection 
to ct rtain kinds of abortion Though it is a 
belated measure, I would like to commend it 
to the approval of the House. I would like 
also to p iy  my humble compliments to the hon 
Deputy Minister who has shown rare couragc 
in piloting such a social reform Bill. O f all 
the Ministers in thr Council of Ministers, the 
Deputy Minister o f Health and Family Plan­
ning has exhibited admirable courage in seek­
ing the approval of the House of such an 
laudable legislation

Sir, we have b *en spending crores of i upees 
on Tamily Planning programmes becaust of 
our unwarranted hesitancy in legalising 
abortion Wt have so far been highly conser­
vative in adopting such a law Lxceptmg m 
Iicland, in almost all the Western countries, 
the re is a leading support to abortion Lvc n 
in Ireland, when the sale ol contraceptives 
and the practice of tamily planning methods 
are piohibited, the people are so imbued with 
the idea of having i limited family that when- 
tvci they go out they equip themselves with 
contraceptives and such other family planning 
devices If one is asked at the Customs Clear­
ance Centre the wo nan replies that she is 
already having a loop insertion, and she has 
nothing else to declare to the Customs Now­
adays the people themselves lecl the urgency 
and the necessity of having a small family. In  
our country also the Government have now 
filled the vacuum by bringing forward this 
Bill

Sir, ail oi us aie unanimously oi the view 
that the prime aim of the Government is to 
concentrate their energies in economic acti­
vities to raise the standard of our people. The 
people have themselves voluntarily accepted 
family planning programmes enabling the 
Government to invigorate our sagging econo­
my. You know, Sir, that m the abience of 
such a law legalising abortion we come across 
many suicide cases reported In the daily papers 
and instead of showing sympathy such cases 
are also being ridiculed. It is only proper that 
whoever is not willing to continue with pregnancy

♦The original speech was delivered in Tamil
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•hould be allowed to have abortion done and 
it should not be a criminal offence.

Under this Bill, power* have been delegated 
to the Government to frame rules. Section 6
(1) (a) of this Bill states that such rules may 
provide for the experience of training or both 
which a registered medical practitioner shall 
have if he intends to terminate any pregnancy 
under this Act. I would like to sound a note 
of caution here. In  the rules it must be 
ensured that sucb a medical practitioner lias 
a t least ten years of experience in the field ; 
otherwise, any novice from a Medical College 
getting himself engaged in this work may 
create many awkward and dangerous situations.
1 would request the Government to take note 
of this possibility and frame appropriate rules 
with a view to safeguarding the interests of 
people going in for abortion.

As I stated earlier, I  have no doubt in my 
mind about the utility of this measure in our 
population control efforts. I  am proud to 
state here that Tamil Nadu stands in the fore­
front o f successful implementation of family 
p la n n in g  programmes, even at the cost of 
losing two Lok Sabha seats. This Bill is very 
necessary and I  am sure it will lead to fruitful 
results. The Government have to bear in mind 
the widespread illiteracy in our country and 
the predominance of rural population. It 
may happen that the rural people may feel 
shy and even frightened to go in  for abortion. 
The Government must encourage them by 
regular radio broadcasts and by continuous 
and clear advertisements and propaganda 
pamphlets about the efficacy of having abor­
tions wherever they are necessary so that the 
rural people shed their inhibitions.

With these words, I  support this Bill.

* T f t ^  apft 3 ^  5TRT fte ft f a
¥8  ipr s w s r  i t  s ra w a r f  % 

farcer fa *rr » r « r r 1 < f t  
^  f a  3ft * t r t r  fa t ft  §  3T5*r
* t §  ^reeft s ? fa t s r t  arrsrnft
Tfeft f a  % 3TT% spTT I 3TTC

srrsr * t  ^

srpT T  ^ t i  *n5rr ^ r |  f a  ^  m  Sr sptfr 

v t  ^  ?ft ^

^  ^  't'l w  ^TT ft*Tr I ?pT

% ?Tt c r ^  3Tf»r?r| f a ^ f t^ f t* T r a T ? ta f t  

f a ^  * f a ^ r  *R *ff anfSra? *rr

^ rfe f t  |  f a  * 5  ?n f §  i 

IW R T  *f?t TW % ^T^Ft ^ t f  

f Tf r % i s ? fa t  v t f  ?r *tftf 
TOrsrai^ft ^  ^ft &  smar v r  |  * 

jrtft w ?ft ^  ^ tt  fa mu ^ rp rr
*  *TT T O  *U % f a t f t  f?t . f c R

^ t  ’efrrnrr f m ^ f t  f a  

ar3T m x  q ^ r  ^rrwr

%X?t 3TRT q f  % 3fr »TRFft?T ^ T T

«ft*T?ft s r r M t  w w  T^t fa
if  fw r  ^  * r | arm- |  f a  f  *rrcr

|  f a  'KflTffr csrrf?r»T sforre if

1 1  *t*r |  s m ;  fRr
*t ^  d r a f t s f a

f< re q r  ^  |  f a  f i r  % *tft w r 3 f t

<rc |  a fk  snr^ % ^ r r | ?ft 

^r^Rft I  eft ^  3T=5®t *ET ^teft I
$rfa?r % *r?ft ^ > 5 ^ ^  f^^ rerr 

f  i ^Reftq- %  sft^ ? r ^ r r  %
?T5W if, fa w  ^ c f r r  Sfrnr

«ftft ^ ^ f t  f t  g -^ f t  |  i

^rfa^r ^  ^  % frrq

T|»rf 3T<r7: ^ f f t  STf ^  eTTf 

^  ^  Jr ^TT a  TTFTefr

j  •
i t  5frr arref s f k  ?f^qr * r f  #  ^  

^ rr^ n  j  i ^ t s t  ^  eft
^ f ii  i t  |  aft aftfr^R^r f ^ r

% ?Tff «ft i ^  *  f t  ^enrr

f t « r r f a  jp r  ^  ^  «?*¥ f*r r ?t

T^RPSt I 3W fflvRF? ^ f f t  ^

Jr it ^  3 ftt ^ftf f^ r  g  : and who 1x88
such experience or training in gynaecology 
and obstetrics as may be prescribed by rules 
made under this Act xrq0 ^ - 0 sft0

q ? r ^ r  ifax  Jr ^ 5 f t % r  «R?ft

<nrtft |  l trflfo ^ to  5fto t t t̂  ^  ^r%
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[sft SPT5T fasfft fo*l
«Pt re  snj«r f a w f t  ^  c ffr  t f t

qrscftt i
ark 3ri5Fsf^?r tft *rr srf*Erar«r
Star ?ft f  anc T t f  %
T O f t  |  f a  faS re  srf̂ rssT'JT jtp*t sq -%  ^ t  

3ft* f a ^  fa#*t? fa*r% ffopT f  fa*T tft
afte sft criTo 3TITO tfto afto sfto jft,

^?T^t ^*rr ?fr <m smT^t i r̂t 

arrqr ^
*pt%  1 1  ^fsr*% ?H  # f s F -

crft  % 3r4 ajT7 ?r?t s w  t  i ^  

WT*T *T fa* ft ^TRT% tf  ^  T fS T tf

irr fe a re r  ^  g w t  f ,  ?srfa<T f a  arrq- *  

^r *r *r|T sfrs feqrr 11 JT̂ ft ^  
aifte qw  * m  f t  eft ^Efat ?ft ?r$ 
* fte  i

tnp 3 f k  arr'Tfrr 1 1  f o f a s  ^ r £ t  % 

sFTFsr 3, 2 (srt) ( l )  * *3rft 3rrSt
*?!«? *rnr f ^ r  % i $  * t t  

sfTTqSt «n 7 ^  fafsTV^T VTK

$**$**? ^t vngt ^  *rr, * t  arM  #*  
s i« [  a r t r  s r te  f a r r  t ? *rft ^  ^ r f t  

qrrqft S ta r *rrfeq c r s n ^  qrfaR : %

fatT 1 ifa ^  3ft t  5Tf itifavr anfa^RT 
% fair f jy ^ r  *Ft 5TFT t  I

fasft <?r qftfarfa *r ^  ^
^ P c r r t f a  * s  firer wmr afV^ ^ r e r  

^  w t t |  f a ^ ,  ?ar f tra r fT R  ih r  

y s r f t  i f* fr a r ^ r r  % a m  f irr  ^ t ? 

ih r  ?rs? spttSt srv^ ^  ^r

3r^T?r srft «rt i

w%? ?rv  q*wp3fr»M 2 a f k  ^  

^ r - 3 «pt r̂arr̂ r t ^ r  ^ rrw ?
^t * r t  ^  11 ^  ^ ft^ r  w

|  fa  ^ n f a r ^ f ^ m  ^  fa  wrcrr v t  
* m r  i m  w ^ t

*^r ^  i ^  ?ft w r  ^  
^ * P 5 f t  t  f a  ^  J p f ' r r  ^ f r  «rr 
?r§r t̂»ft i ^  ^Ptf r̂rfET ?r̂ t ^  a w r

t  i ^ f t  cTT̂  % fâ ft* f M r
iPHJBItf 2TR ftir^Vfft Iff!r-

^  W iT  STaRT  ̂ I t

?TW crr p- f a  a n r r  ^  9f^ft «Pt 

3t t o  apt ef t̂ smnrr ?ft
*ft ^  ^  %fa?T fa?T rfT^ % ^  ^TR-

?ft3T n̂rrsr % ^r s r ^  ?r^ Jr *rr% 1 1

sfr̂ ff f*?f?r f?r^tft rr 7t pt t  t ’t
aft*  3r t  ^  ^ft * r^?T  ^*?rr f a

r̂?r% ^=r ^t »rf 1 1  ^^ft % t w  
r̂rnr ^T % | sprr ^  MWt qr 

fa^n: f̂r frr^i =srr| ?ft ?nir^ ^r% «tw 
torr % fsrer ^ q - ^  1 1  $rf̂ ?r r̂q-?: 

s ?  |  f a  zrs ^ fa ? r  | ,  ?nf^ft?r

|  aft *srr*re ^  arr»T s r ^ 
^ r  Pr^m i

* t °  ? w w t  ’ f l n w  q f i  *

sn=5cr sri^Rcr 1 1  ^  t t  ^rqfr
w  tt^ t  *nrr afh: ^5^
« W r  % | f  |  3ftr ^ t  3pt?h w i  sftr
f̂ TRrar f̂t s ipr t  fairr w  t  faproT
^ft ^  Tcfr 5ft?tt % f a  &nr 

m  3rnr ir a ^ r e  1 1 fa<^rfr

'TR̂ rcq- %?ft ?̂t Tr arfy ^T *t pt

t  I F*rit ^T % *rfH  ?TFfr%  ̂JTF^rafr 
tr̂ r srr^F % fkn z  1 1 *rrc?for ^r^ft ,̂ 
^ r  t  fa  Tforrc PnftaR * 1% w  
STTSTRT^tsft^^t SR-  ̂ ^t|3rr 11  %*f(t 
3 W T T  §■ f a  ?T7frrT ?SRT 3TT% >TT %

^  % f̂ TTT grfif 3Trf t f a ^ r r t

q rfk w re  P rif lw sT  %  t p t  %  g T T ^ t  ^ ^ r r  
srerqjcfcfj f*r̂ =ft ^*r ^  3f t*

^rr |  fa r  ^  ^ p r ^ * ft  
qr, ^t *r sttx ^  afarfspft
% ^rrar qfr^re f¥Tt»r^ |g; fa% arr̂  

^  fft 1 ^ r  wr % *r^r?: q ft  ^  
snfm ?rqi5r *  p r  r̂ eft^ft ^  r̂ srersrnr 
|  ?̂r^T smt»r >ft fam  r̂r ^r^rr 1 1 

srarrererc % w  sn r  arnr
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qfr^R faiffaR *>t *r?t srt? ^rr ^rfet 
1 1 f  ^  *r*rcrerr g fa  p r  frrsr aft 

|  arf t F w r  ftratsr* % *rpfo*r 
arfir a r?H r |  s r  s j t  w g s  

|  I t  q-f tf t  «TI?f 5ET*T5T?TT f  ft? 

TF$t *Tfte*T *Tf ^ t  f a  5*fa

g p r  'r f e r n :  fan rtsR  ^  *to*tctt m  

ar̂ 'TJ'Tcrr sftft srrqnt i

f a  f^r * rp ^ r t  f*Ti^ ^ar ^  

w z x  p r f a r  % fir t f f t  ^ r * r ^  t o w  *rrs 

s jts t  % f *  *rn?T ft%  t

f3f?| arPrBsjpjfo srcrarr ^mrt |  art?:
f^ R  % f t r  a ^ to  ^ r ^ r f f  wrT 

1 1  a r t *  ^ f r  sr?*  |  5ft 3 T ^  'T f ^ r r  

qT ^FVTFfT Tf’^ rn ' 3>t ft* t % STARTS'

f a t f t  ^ p ĵt % ^ r  t o n :  f t

arqtft a r i c ^ o r r  ^  I s d ^  |  i g>^ 

^ r < * t* r  t f t f f l r  1 3 f t  ***sjr % w t  

« rfw n : ^ t «ft*,- jy ^ t  v n *  % *rr 

3T??T ®Pir’Bff *t ®Pt f^ rr ^

3 r #  1 1  s r f a ^  f*r f ^ r r r  ^ r 
|  f q r  f*rr^  ^  n  w*r s r ^ R  ^  ^ s f f  

% f?rtT <rftft«rfr*T a r ^ ^ r  t  ? f  m *  ^ r  

^fr q - ifo n fa p  v p p t r

^«rr srr^rnc 1 1

arrc eft ^ ^ ̂
sft a r n r ^ R  ft< t |

% f t  farr, aTC'Temrf ST^err 

fa e rft fte ft t  ? * f *  w  $ &  I  t o  *  
f s r ^ f t  ^  ^ t

| ,  ^  *t % ’■ F f t  f a ^ t f  ^  f *  *  ^
^ F ?  zrft: o t t  s n f t  ^ r  c f t ^  

3 ^ 1  ?t^r 1 1  ̂ r*m?rr f  fa  ^«rrrf ^
^ r ? r  5T «Nwr w i f  ^ r

T O f t  t  f a  f ^ r  ^  ^  *r f f t

f t  ^  ^r » f  < r t r f p f f  w

^ t t  q?m t ,  ^  jf i  11

^  rr^r f m  ^  

^ T ^ t s r  | ,  ^  ST^TT % sr^TcfToT f , 

fag- H f^risft % arrasr* #

t ,  f f* rW sr % arn? sft w r  f a m c f t  

i  ?rr^ ^r qf^r arfq* q ^ r  fa??rr 

fft sirrcr arssir «rr i srrcft 

^  |  f a  apre «rNr *rr?r «pt f t  eft 

¥ ? n r t  t f t  f^ru^rr srr ^ c r r  t  * **■? ^  
^cPC fn^ aft?: * m  a r r q ^ R  fterr |  fa? r  

®Ft ?rr»n?q^rr f a t f t  ^  f«rr?r ?rff

faqT  ^rr q - ^ r  |  3ft 3¥ %  ?r f t  i 

% ^ r  % f a  ^epr ^*r 

3r #  srfnqT *nrr |  f a  «Ftf i f t

gr^r*T5r s t ^ t t  s n r  ^  arf«rfjR»T s n f t ^  

% fa rr  aTjiftf^cr f t ,  ?rf s z r ^ r  w  ^r

Tff 1 3 r tT  Jt ?iT5?r »nr 1 1  %f5p?r

a r r r . ^  ^nreft faT?ft ^ rffq -r |  gfr
# # ^ t * f t  vTcft f a ^ f t  13r t e  5f^ t ^ -f t  

Tfft ^ t  # ^ T  ^ f t  fT ^ricft 11
^ T f ^ n T  f*r% ^  t  i f a ? R t  

^ tT  ^ f ^  y s  % . . .

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Tubectomy 
and vasectomy do not come under this ; they 
are part of family planning.

¥ ro  ?T w t ?TRW«r « r r t : t  » f tM t

c f r r r ^ ^ f ts T ^ q - r  11 ^ f r  »wr |  ^ f f

fsRftfasrrff^TFiTr ^rr ^ r %  qr% j r c r  

spt # r r  #tf*?cT w #  % s n f tv r  % ^ imt»r ^r 

f a ^ s r ^ f a r z r r  ^ r ^ ^ ^ t s r ^ n ^ r  

% q^an?<T  ^ t f  *T>T f t  ^ p r  <?%j ^  

BTartf̂ Ĵ T *T̂ T % SFITT f t ^  » T ^ rrT  %

?r ?rf ^ r r T o r r  ^ t  ^rr ?r%ift f a  ^ f  

j n r ^ f t  ^ f t  % *TR-far #  iF ^ f t r

sr%  11 f ^  ^Tft 4f ^ ? r  ^ fs rfa s ta r  ^ t  

^nft | ,  aft?: a rm n s f f  v t  «F»ft |

a f t!  3T^TcT(#r H ^r«nff spt ^ f t  I  I 3T*R 

?r?:^TT spr sq-R  ^  c r w  snzt, eft

s j t r t  a r ^ j i  f m  i ?n«r f t  $  ^rf?:^ 

f^rfw r ^?t f ^ n  % sft s s t r  srrqr^r f k r  

*rrff% ?rf i*t f r f  11
IS hr*.

3 fft Tn f tTRT ^ r  %, <3*

afT f^ P T  %«f5T 5 f f ^  % $*Hn$KTR-
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q r  ^ n r  i anfenc

vft qform  m  f t f t  ? f*r a r f t - f a r  

^  t  f a  T O r f f  q r  a rrtfa  s p r f t  s it#

|  f a  arg*F ^  tffa  q r  ^rnr

faqrr I ,  w  ?t 3tpt f^ r *rrc: s r t

3PR  «rtft tft srreernfr snsft aneft, eft 

^  ?r fteft, arrfe i *rf shtot

qft |  ^5TfT^r % fa*r #  SfrFrr ^Tfcrr 

I  f a  $ q r t* rr$ js  % arrq -^ rc  % s t i R  

a r r t f f t - q J T ^ r ^ r  % * r fc  

T f ’r f  s*rtft *Te3 f t  *r| i are

5W IH  ^f*r if «rcfar srarnTT w ,  eft 

3rnr «Ft *nff % % a q s r  anr

*pft I 5 *  eTtf ^ft SRTT^^ft ^  Tfa«TW 

% f?nr & p m \  t f t  a rR t *nff*s i

t r f  fcnrc: a rr^n r f t a r  | f a

tffr  q r  faient >ft f o r  arnr ^ r  if ftrsrr
ffaT  |  f a  % 3F ^ -^ T W tT  ^ft w te  * r

*rrt mxzr ir *rr$ ff*r i w  srr* if * t
t t i f a q i p T P  * W  | ,  S ? T  f t  « F T * f T

^ r f f ^  i ST* stcfr : s fa s rw

(tfsftsff) ^ e f t  |V t T  ^ ? r ^ t

mfctr F̂T sr̂ TrTT ^ f t  f ,  m  f a r

ap^-^rrsiftT % srr^: % ^  ^rtfa^rftsF  

qrfsfn l f t  % W  *rfa«TR *r

tfSTtSR qrr% *TT*T <T «RT TrXttZ f  I 
3PT ? 5  5f^-^T ^f)T  * t  arc* ^ r  q^r 

3HT T̂T5T% t ,  eft #fa«TPT if a r r ^ T ^

in  fa*ft «Pt arft 

T O T ^ n f ^  I

f^ rrffc r irf^rraft a fk  %<rf?nff 

^tlTReftq- SS fa*TR 3TTT 3 1 2  % 
8Pyrfa W T R  ^  <TfSr

^ t TOT>T 5TFeT |  I %fa*T a r fw f^ T  
irf^TTaft ®f»t »T eft ^  *TRT ^ - a r ^
a ftr ?r f ^ r  ^r ?Ftf f e r r  w  

|  r 3pR ^  f^ r if T O m  F̂t ^
stpTFTT f t  TTeft, eft ^  f iw  STR% ^ T T -

5̂ TT ^T?T sPN̂ T ft T̂RTT aftT 5̂T sfT 
^Tfe^ «Ftrr?T W% T̂RTT I

arr̂ rr |  fa t  ^ 5tfe^?r »sf?r- 
fast^ r sn ft aftT fafac^rr sT^rm* % 

w rt ^  ^  if aft srraf ^ f t  | ,  « p f t
*T ft^  3 ^ F t  e T ^  S?TR t^ t I

^f»rf?r %■ s r f ^ f r  if  ^  »rr?rfW % 
fmz arrq?  i f  ^ rn rr  q r f r  |  f a  
fr«r ^ t  f ^ f ^ r  q f r^ T T -f^ f t^  ^ r  ^  

s r ^  f a ? r r  a n  t f r  1 1
vfk ^ r r  | ,  ? f t  f ^ ^ r  ^ r  q i t f  ^ r # r  
a f k  ? f ^ r  f W t  i ? ri« r 
?rt ^ r  m p r  f a  %*i ^ tferw r^ t $ r  ir 

zrf? f* rnft ^ r f r f^ r^  ^  

w w w r a f t  ^ t  w t  « t p t  T ? r r  w  f t a r r  f f t  
a p s g jr  f t ? r r  i

*Tft?fq- | f a  ar^ft ^ r

f^T  5Tf^ ^  ir 3T3fr f w s r  t ,  

^ftfa^g% ar^r f̂ nr*r arte ^rf^R?r 
s f t t ^  f R  i 4  w m r r  f  f a  w  ? r^ r  if  

WRiffcl HOTf % aft f ^ R  sr̂TcT 
f a ^  | ,  a r jir  ^ ? fa t ® tp t ^  ^  |» r

f w r  a fh  ^ r f w  3 r ^  arrarit, eft ?rf 
fa?r ^ rr^ r  ffe r^ rft f e  f tn r  i 3fcr if 
g f :  &T f^nrfeT f^cqftrnff ^  sft^  Wt 

arrq^T « t h  a n ^ f e r  ^ t t  ^ r p r  fa?rir

m?Rt«r ?R Fft ?r a r r ^ e w  s r ^ e r s R ^  
f t r  ^ r  ^  arq% f ^ R
o ^ tr fa ir  1 1

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER * Wc should 
have pawed this Bill by 3.25 p m. But from 
the list of speakers I  do not think it would be 
possible to do that. In view of that, what 
should we do ?

SHRI VIKRAM GHAND MAHAJAN
(Kangra) : Increase the time by one hour.

MR. DEPUTY-SPEAKER: Since it is 
the pleasure of the House that the tinr^ should 
be extended. I  would extend the debate up to 
4 p. m., when we should complete all the 
stages and pass the Bill.
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SHRIMATI LAKSHMIKANTHAMMA 
(Khammam) : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I 
welcome the Medical Termination o f Preg­
nancy Bill. This Bill was long over-due and 
many countries in the world have already 
passed the Bill legalising abortion. Sir, in our 
epics we read that Vishwamitra and Menaka 
had a love-affair and a child named Shakuntla 
was born. The child Shakuntla was thrown in 
wilderness and Kanva Maharishi saw the child, 
took the baby and tended it with mother’s 
affection. There was another incident. Recently 
we read in papers that a four month old preg­
nant British woman Member of Parliament 
called a press conference and announced that 
she is pregnant but refused to tell who was 
responsible for it and said that my morals are 
my private affair and her Party has agreed to 
give her party ticket and support her in the 
next elections.

15.07 hr*

[S h r i  K. N. T i w a r i  in tfu Chair]

Sir, what I have been saying is neither have 
we Kanva Maharishi to tend to discarded 
children nor is our society so forward—we are 
politically forward but socially we are back­
ward—so as to say like the British woman 
Member of Parliament that my morals are my 
private affair.

Sir, it is not as though only unmarried 
women have been seeking abortion. According 
to the Report either of U. N. or Health Minis­
try 87% to 95% of abortions are among married 
women due to economic, social or other causes. 
Sir, this is what the survey revealed. The 
survey was conducted in a number of institu­
tions here and abroad. As some Members 
have already pointed out either you legalise 
abortion or leave the fate of a  woman in the 
hands of the quacks because the medical prac­
titioners refuse to undertake this because of fear 
of illegality. Then the women go to the quacks 
where they are treated. Somebody said even 
they treat their dogs very carefully but not the 
lives and body of a woman who goes to these 
quacks. So, mostly it is a  play with death. 
Because of these quacks there is so much of 
mishandling of the whole thing and there is lot 
o f bleeding. I  myself know a  number of ins­
tances where a  woman having six to seven 
children because she is so nervous of getting

* another baby goes to these quacks and there

she gets abortion and later when she goes home 
there is no medical help and lot of bleeding 
and the mother dies leaving these six or seven 
children. Leave aside the baby that is to come 
the children that are living are made destitutes.

Our friend here, I  am told, is an advocate 
and he has brought to the notice of the House 
certain lacuna in the Bill. I  hope, the Minis- 
try will take note of this lacuna and see that 
it is amended properly,

When you legalise abortion, you should have 
more facilities, because a number of people 
may be going to hospitals for seeking help. So, 
you should provide more facilities.

Some argue that children are a treasure. 
Nobody questions it. For the mother they are 
more so. But what can she do ? Should she 
bring up a child and make it suffer ?

To the moralists the words o f Edris Rice- 
Wray, Director of the Maternal Health Associa­
tion Clinic, Mexico City, is the answer. He 
says :—

“ I would like to challenge all those of 
good conscience to an act of imagination. 
Go in straight to spend 24 hours in a poor 
house with many children. Sleep on the 
floor with meagre food, cockroaches and rats 
around* lack of sanitary facilities and absence 
of privacy. Share the desperation of the 
mother who cannot provide enough for the 
child and vet carries another in her body. 
Do you think you can deny her the right to 
control her destiny ?”

With these words, I support the Bill.

DR. MELKOTE (Hyderabad) : Mr. Chair­
man, I  stand to register my name as one of the 
supporters of this Bill. As a  person who had 
practised the medical profession for some years 
I  heartily welcome it.

In  the present day world the norms of con­
duct have been tremendously changing. Ideas 
that existed a few generations back do not exist 
today. This Bill has brought before us the 
necessity for a  change according to the changes 
that the social structure is undergoing now.

The Bill envisages two things. One is to 
prevent an unnecessary child from coming into 
existence and the other is to prevent an un­
wanted child. There is a big difference between
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these two. An unneccisary child not coming is 
what family planning is trying to accomplish. 
In  the event of a failure there, what is the 
remedy ? The second is that a number of 
women who become pregnant do not want it. 
There is a social stigma. They go to a medical 
practitioner. The legal remedy is not there. 
The medical practitioner cannot terminate the 
pregnancy. Therefore, this Bill tries to over­
come some of those defects which prevent a 
medical man from undertaking a remedy for the 
patient that comes to him.

I have been the President of a foundling 
home and I have seen the misery of these 
women who come and join there. They cannot 
face their families and the baby. They do not 
want an unwanted child. Society docs not 
care sufficiently about them.

The other aspect of the question is that 
according to the present day idea we arc trying 
to control the population explosion.

Both these aspects of the question are very 
well taken care of in this Bill. I f  some hon. 
Members have pointed out legal flaws in this 
ease, I am quite sure that the Minister will 
look into it. But many of the things that have 
been mentioned, for example, the place where 
pregnancy could be terminated and all those 
things, could be brought under the rules and 
regulations which, I understand, the Govern­
ment is going to formulate. I  personally feel 
that the Bill is most welcome in the way it has 
been brought here because this is a big experi­
ment that we are making, What would be the 
psychological effect on the mother herself in 
later years ? What would be the effects that 
may take place on account of the mental factor 
on the new off springs that may come up later? 
These are things on which the world over the 
biologists have been experimenting. It is too 
early for anybody to speak anything about it. 
As such, it is not merely in India but the world 
over such experiments are going on but many 
these things for which there is no remedy to-day 
and witti which the society has been going on, 
we are likely to overcome them. Therefore, I 
give my whole-hearted support to this Bill. ’

Thank you. Sir.

SH RI BISWANARAYAN SHASTRI 
(Lakhim pur): I  support this Bill. While

supporting the Bill, I would like to make a few 
observations.

This Bill provides for the termination of 
certain pregnancies by registered medical 
practitioners. There is scope for interpretation 
as to who will be these medical practitioners 
and the hon, Minister in his speech mentioned 
about it. I  am sure when rules and regulations 
are framed, under the Act, they will be so 
framed that there will be no scope for inter* 
pretation as they like.

This Bill, I think, should not be viewed as 
some sort of a family planning measure, it has 
much more social significance than that. I t 
reflects the attitude of the Government to the 
society which is changing. Therefore, the Bill 
has to be viewed as to how much it has a 
bearing on our society so far as social, moral 
and other aspects arc concerned. What would 
be the attitude of the Government in such a 
situation to the individual or the socicty at a 
given circumstance ? I am of opinion that the 
Government should help every individual of the 
society to enable him to going about such 
measures which will be beneficial to society and 
to the individual. Therefore, Government can 
do a lot by introducing such social measures 
acceptable to the people to achieve the desired 
goal.

Soinr people have objected to this Bill on 
the traditional grounds that it goes against 
Indian concept of life. I say that those who 
object to it have not fully understood the Indian 
culture. Indian culture has never permitted 
such things which go against the society and 
the welfare of the human being. Therefore, in 
the Mahabharata it is stated :

The administration or the Government can 
change the society and it is the King, meaning 
the administration, who can transform the 
socicty for the welfare of all.

In  clause 3(4) (b) it has been provided:
“Save as otherwise provided in clause 

(a), no pregnancyshall.be terminated except 
with the consent of the pregnant woman.”

This is all right. But so far as woman below 
the age of 18 is concerned, it is provided that 
consent of the guardian is to be obtained. Here,
I  would like to suggest that the consent of the*
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concerned woman is to be taken into considera­
tion. Without her consent abortion should not 
be performed because on the ground of 
doubtful age the woman may be compelled by 
some guardians to undergo operation for 
abortion. Therefore, the consent of the con­
cerned woman and the consent of the 
guardian are both equally necessary in respect 
of a womon below the age of 18.

1 would like to suggest another thing that 
Government should provide some facilities for 
such women who are destitute oi who have 
unfortunately conceived and who will not be 
favourably looked upon by the society. There­
fore, in the Rules and Regulations, when 
framed, such things may be provided that they 
will not find any hardship after the operatiou. 
This Bill declares the right of women over her 
body and therefore I  support this Bill and I 
hope the House will acccpt it.

SHRIM ATI M UKUL BANERJEE' (New 
Delhi) : Mr. Chairman, Sir, I support this 
Bill. I congratudate the State Minister for 
introducing this Bill.

This Bill has three clauses—on humanitarian 
grounds, another on health grounds and the 
third on eugenic grounds.

About humanitarian grounds, I wish to say 
that it should be a  little more liberal. It has 
been said that only in rare cases this pregnancy 
can be terminated. But there may be cases 
where genuine mistakes are also taking place 
We have seen that for economic reasons so many 
young girls are coming for jobs outside and 
they are forced to mix with the menfolk. On 
the one hand, we do not give them any educa­
tion on sex matters and on the other they mix 
with the menfolk. Also, due to the Dowry 
System, many girls are not getting married. 
Every young girl cherishes the hope of having 
a  home of her own and to be a mother. But 
she cannot get her hopes realised. She falls a 
prey of victim and of exploitation. It is due to 
those reasons that she becomes pregnant, not 
due to her fault, but to the fault of the society 
and also of other people. So, in such cases also 
this humanitarian grounds should be expanded 
a  little more. I t  may be that some genuine 
mistakes are made. I t  may be that sometimes 
willingly also they commit some mistakes. 
These mistakes also should be considered and 
included on humanitarian grounds.

On health grounds, I  do not agree with 
some hon. friends who said that this does not 
affect the failure of family planning methods. I 
know a  genuine case. In  one case one wife 
conceived when her first child was only 10 
months old. Immediately after that, they did 
not like to have a baby. The husband went to 
a quack because his wife is not allowed under 
the law to have legal termination of pregnancy. 
So, the husband went to a quack and got 
medicines and ultimately the child was mutila­
ted. Under such circumstances there is no use 
giving birth to a lump of mutilated living flesh. 
O n health grounds it affects every child, every 
mother. Therefore, this termination o f pregnan­
cy must be allowed.

• In  many cases, soon after the Hindu Marriage 
Act was passed, many people thought that all 
the married women will run for divorce. But it 
did not happen. Considering our tradition and 
our society, it is not a fact that as soon as we 
pass this Bill, immrdiately all the women will 
run for termination of pregnancy.

The hon. Minister said that there are about 
6.5 million women coming for termination of 
pregnancy every year. I t  is a conservative
estimate. I  know it because I have heen
dealing with women for 24 years. In  many 
cases they are forced to go to quacks. Some 
families have to sell all their jewellery and 
all their money for getting them relieved from 
pregnancy. Considering such cases also, I 
support this Bill Whole heartedly.

t w  < rti (TT5n fa m T « r ):

?nTr<T% 5frt v z  q r w e r  sfr sre rr*

m *  % s rc fa p r  fs r r  |

^■grr i  i sr*rFsr ^  sr^rrr |

3fr s q r c m  F f f a r R  ^
fcr srfarrc  q rftfcsrfo ft s rn w r  S ft

§sr sTfefT foeprr #  W r  w  

f t ,  fo c R f  w f tF fe r  aft*

f o r f r  a f a r*  f ^ r r  arc q m t  |  

s ra w ra ff  % s F s tf  n  i

W a n *  g s r r *  5T 5JT3j
g srp r  w n  ^ r r  g  i
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s r r  ^ f r ^ r  ^ R R t  ŝ r f f t r
aft* a w  5tppt f to r  ^ r f^ -* n T T R
* f t3 R T  q ^  i q ^ r  <r  « rf< r f a r t f  q r f r e r  

% q ? R f f « R  ^ t

q r e t  |  s R ftf^r  q %  a r r w r ^ g r r  ^ r e f t  
1 1 efr %? rf* n $  t j t  ^ r  q r ?  s t a r  ^ r f ^  i 
s f k M a r r q ^  a n f t  q q r  < e > r  s r e r r t f a  
4 0  ? tt^  w fl^raft % w t r t  q r w  eft 
s r  srrq r q > s  * R r  # * t  s * r %  s r r e
srrr^FT q r w  =*rf?2t f a  ^ft

i p t7 r e r ^ r n r _ ^ f |  ^  fa^Tfgcrr ?ft, f* r r f t  

f t  m  fa«R r ^ - s ^ a r r q ^ f a - ^ f a i * ,  
^ f a t  s t w t r  i tfsnr art?; 3 W  srr^pr

« r $ r ^  e r r f a  ^ * r n r  %  a r e T  a r r c n :
*fa  f a  f r ,  *  * r w f t  f

aft* 3  »PTqR 3>THT ^ r f f t  f? I 3  3TPT%

qrprr g fa  *¥?r aft snrr* % ^  r e r  
t ,  ^  aft * ftft ^ R t  *rfer =rnr jftet 

|  % * r  ap? ^ t  * iw t i * rfa r  q?r 
sp p ttr  tn R ifa  ^ t  3 ^ t  *r* arren- 3nerr 

1 1 arrq f a  f i r r  q rq  ^  % m
m afftn r f ^ t  *r a r r r ^ t
* p p * r ^ r r  |  ert «Ft$ tf t ^rff^T 

^  q fa * R  q?t s fa r  ^  f  m f t  ^ t |  

% w  tf t  $ * s  % a fk  «Ft| f a ^ r . .  
(W IW T )* . a tf f  eft %% 3 T R ^  fa u r  1 1  

eft qf[ ^ T  I  STflTFJr % ^*fa t s ’PT^rr- 
*fte T̂T 3T5T ST*T3T ?ftfaTT 3flT

« r f  gqsftrt % 3 * f a t  <tt*t ^ tfa rr eft anq% 
!QT»r% q*F * w  fa re  a n ^ r r  i arr^r * t s r  

^  arreffrer & fr  i t  i t r * t  % a r re R  q r  

m m  ^er^T 3 ? r  *rqr I  f a  sp ^ rrf 

^  *& . i T t f  * ft  <Fi*r
a f k ^ t l  i f t  w *  q ^ t -  

| t t  ?rfr |~ f ^ r f e « r  2 ^  *t ^ r  ^  

e r t ( w w * r T * r ) . .  ^ft fawi^ ^ t  w  

l ^ ^ f t  t t t  a r g e r ^ r  1 1
m fK f^r ^ r t w t  ft *Ptf ^rar f t  ^  

sft, ^ t fasr^T fa?r% | ,  ^

« tro t |3 rr  fa?ft ^ t  ^ernt «i?t 
3TCTer ^ t  «r^t «ft i ^ r fa ^  ^rsr ^q%  

#?rrq € r ^ t  Trarc*Tr55r fazrr, srnfjTr^sr 
fa m  er? *rrJ£T «ft aft?: enft ^rrtt 

srr^f ^ft | f  i ? z m \  %

^ft a p ^ c  spt ^ r8r |  ^ ^ f t  q-fe arrq 

ffw rnr % t o ,  ? r r ^  grnsr 3ft^ a r r ^ ^

? [fe  ^  ^ r ^ r  |  eft srnr ^=fat
5 ^ ? e r  qftfsnr i t tp t  cfrf^rr fsp^ft *rf|srr 

% ^ r  an%  |  aft^  "tt^t# ^ r  ^  irsrr# ^  

^ R R r ^rseft % eft arrq- ^ r^ f t  3^ ^  
^  1 v t f  f iT R t  |  a ft’- ^  « r^rr 

^  *rrfr<ft eft ^?r^r 3rrqr 5 00 ^q-qr 
^ tfa rr Iff ^fft s t ^ r  % ^ t |  f ^  |  eft 

3*n?t ?5fR  ^Tqr ^ tfa tr  1 

^ r^ r r  fe rsir w  ^ f r ^ r  ^r^rnsr ^  

s f c  i t  x r f ^  f t  3rr%<Tr i . .  ( « w r )  . .  

ar«7 ^ T t  5 ^ 7  a p ^ r  W 3 T  #  

ir ^ q 1?- s ’s r ^ - 1 . .  («n^«fR) . .

?= 3n^  qft srr?r ^ft arreft 1 1 

srrq% eft ^ r  %fa?r 

srfrfsrrr vft 5Wt | ,  t o  ^  ftarr |  eft 

^ f a t  ^*tff T # r r ,  #%  t # t t  aft^  ^ ^ f t  

^ r  ^ > r - ^ T  ^ r  w m  ^ r  m f a ^ n r  arr«r^ 

*rft fa®rr t w ^ t  ? h ^ p t
i f tfa q , ^ r  3r=5^v ^  x f ^ i ^  ^

s rrfa «T R  ^ f a q  1 ^  *rs ^ r r ^ ,  ^  §
WIT ^ftfaq afk ^  SHPR “FT ipr r̂wrnr
sxtfa  ̂ 1 ?=rr it arnr % t o * ^t | ,  f̂ft 
er^f % O T r t o  ^ i t r  ^  % fa%,

f a  ^r?TR *f^r % 3tt T^r 

| f aft?: t  3ft $ 5^  | ,  f^eorrq- I ,  ^ r  

®Ft eftf^ - 1 arrq ^  3ft ^mr faqT «r^ 
| ,  f*ftfa arrq ^  f ^ ^ q  q* 

fa 3ft r̂nr =3ftrt ^ td  fterr |  «r̂
^ t t r ^  a n ^  1

5Tfrfer ?t ? ^ t qrt ^ r  qft*T5T a flr  

aRT^RT 5RRT % 1 8RT|W *RT5R |
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f a  *nr f  3} w ? * f t  t f m r  t t h  |  i

3rrc*fr *;r m  s r  i  f a

sw sT r %k 1 m  ^
^TTrrr j W 3 r  ir at
w r  £ , a r .t^ F  *r v m  r*  w r  £  

s p t r  ^ f f - r  ^  w r  t  

5Ptf f a t f t  ?rlr T ^ r r  i r̂ar *
f s i i f  ^  ^ i w  sfr i t p f  tfr  
5rgt i w W  7  f 5W rftffk I

ITFT ^frf'iT^ ^ 'T f  f * T .'T t  ft, fa ? ^ r 
T f^ fw rfw f *t c t^ ^ t  f=PTrs ^  fsrr, 

c*m  ft»fr ^ iff  |T  srrir, arr 

j f r t j t  ^rfff^r t s m  s ^ p - r r  f t  ^  * r> W , 

3rfc:7r - j w r  3 ’ ^  ^ rf^nr, m  

?pB^rt v t ,  % ?rr£*T <Tr i anflr 

rr f̂j TrFRrir * p t r t  ?r T s r  f a  z i w  a rre  

tf m * r  T?r trsp T r f ^ r  JT^wr, sfr ^ r f r  

& ^ < r  ?n t o t  i ffr ?rt jfr T O t , w r  
^  g t *prr i stTi r  fa fc r r :r  *rt?rpTfr % 
i * m  w r  «Pt * r ^ r t  ^ r

sflfq^JT fsprr TOr i 3r*r * % r r  % ^ r  f a  

?r£ir, *r>Tf % *n?r f a  s rf?^ , z h  

drr? v t  * te  i i t  w ^ w ii  ^?r « rfo rr 

*ifr * € r * r c  f a * n  T O r  i * r  s f r f a *  *f t$  
Y *  T>t %*ti t  m  ^  srt tt^t srsr 

| ,  s j t f s t  w r  nw  I ,  ^  *w  % 

?ft s t  s r f ^ r  ssrr f a  a r r r  ^

* r% rr fft ^ tw h rt:  arrc*r *rrar ^  

%cft» q r  f  it ir  ^5 srnfr i % fa^r ■??? 

f t r f o r  ^ f i n r r  ^  s n w  %  ^ r « r  f a  
*}■ f^ jf t  «pt ?rm  *r?f WcTFrr ^ ? f t  f a  

fa? r %  m v  ? r ^ « r  »r«rr, ? r fa ^
^  (  f a  w  m m r  t o i  I ,  w

* n  ^ q p r  f a q r  3ri^r i ^ r  fa *T
^ r  Jr *TfoTT t̂*fV w  ^  farrr  

s r t ^ r  t  ^  t  3 r ^ r
I : "errTW Rr i «rrc?r
^  | ,  ^  5raw ^ t  f t r f e  ^  ^rr

g^sprnr tfX, ^3rnr ^ r ^ r f a  ^ r w  3 ft«fr*fr

mvn;* X $, 4t tr,?q-Tif ^  %
^  t o r  ^  ^  i

h'T 5T*Xf t  W 4  ^  5*T f^T7 ?rq«T?T 

f  ^ . ? t i  g f a  s r r r  arq-^-q-r^r 

f-31 Tfara i s t ^ t  sriqr ^ |* t  f a
^  ^  Jfjff J

3T?’T f  R  I  I

SHRI I). D. DESAI (Kaira) : I support 
thr Bill. Termination of pregnancy after a 
frw months of conception is vn y  risky. It is 
known that even in the US till very recently 
(his problem existed and risk to life was grave. 
Oncc the Bill if passed, since there is limited 
knowhow within the country, I would suggest 
that cither Government seek the help of ex­
perts from the USA or obtain the assistance of 
the UN experts who have been able to termi­
nate pregnancy within a few months of con­
ception by a new proc ess which has been found 
(o be completely risk-free and tlie woman can 
walk out immediately. The number of preg­
nancies which could be terminated is large 
and the expense involved is considerably less. 
Instead of sending our people abroad, free 
help from the other countuci may be secured 
and some sort of tour programme to train our 
doctors should be arranged.

SHRI VIKRAM CJHAND MAHAJAN 
(Kangta) : There can be no two opinions 
that women in our country had always had a 
bad deal. Not only this ; they have always 
been in shackles and foi the mistakes commit­
ted by men they h,ive been made to suffer. 
They have paid the pricc in this way for ages. 
I must say the present Bill is a half-way house; 
it does not completely deal with the situation. 
It is unimaginative also though 1 am support­
ing it as it is a step on the right direction, but 
only a step. So far as the problem is concern­
ed, it meets it half-way.

I  would put in a few propositions to tkow  
where the Bill has blundeied. Look at some 
of the clauses of the Bill. Explanation I  to clause 
3 says : “ Where any pregnancy is alleged by 
the pregnant woman to have been causcd by 
rape, the anguish caused” etc. On that,*one 
can say there is sense in it. But then look at 
the next explanation which says : Where any 
pregnancy occurs as a result of failure of »ny
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devicc or method used by any married woman” 
etc. One can follow that because a married 
woman is saved by this Bill, but what about 
those who are not married ? If  you are tryine 
to help woni'n, why do you leave out un­
married women are women who are widows > 
The ob|cct of the Bill is to prevent injurv oi 
anguish or unwanted children, or,—let rnc add 
one more thing,—you want to control the 
population. If  this was the object, how dues 
the exclusion of unmarried women or widow' 
justify the object ? Therefore, what I would 
submit is, since the Bill has not yet been -pass­
ed, it should include unmarried woman and 
widows also. Now it includes only married 
woman or their husbands. That is why I call 
it a half-wav house and that it is an unimagi­
native Bill, bccause, actually, the object is to 
prevent mental or physical injury or the object 
is to control the population. But by excluding 
unmarried women or widows how do you 
justify it ?

Actually, Explanations I, II and so on ai r 
meaningless. You should have put in onlv one 
sentence saying that if  a woman Wants to 
terminate pregnancy, it should be allowed 
That should have been the only line and it 
Bhould have been complete. These explanation, 
and so fourth, running to several paragraphs 
would not have been*nccessary. As it is, il is in 
line with the type of hypocrisy of which we 
arc suspect, because, when you actually want 
to do something, you try to hedge it with a 
hypocratic approach. The hypocrisy is that 
you want to justify the Explanations, I, II,
I II  and so on, with words such as grave 
injury, mental anguish, and so forth, and 
giving power to one ofiicer and taking away 
power from another officer ; leaving it to the 
policemcn and giving advantage to some medi­
cal officer who will charge some people more : 
and on the ground that it will cause grave 
injury and so on, they may say, “ Pay Rs. 100 
more and we will do it,” and so on.

’rtie object is to help women, and why don’t 
you say that if a woman wants termination of 
ptegnancy she should have the right i That 
is why I say that the Bill, as il is, is a half­
way house, because you should not have ex- 
eluded unmarried woman and widows.

195 Medical Termination of

right to women to do away with pregnancies. 
Therefore, I submit that it is half-way house 
and it is an unimaginative Bill. But in any 
case I am supporting it because iti any tase 
vou have made an attempt and made a good 
beginning which you will do well to keep up 
In the ciieumstances, I submit that you should 
kindly amend th** Bill now, oi bring in a new 
amendment because you an used to bring in 
amendments after amendments. I hope next 
tune you will brin? a Bill, it will he a com­
plete and proper one

♦SHRI M. M.,JOSEPH (Pcermade) • Mr. 
Chairman, Sir, I  rise to oppose this Bill which 
seeks to legalise abortion with all might at my 
command. I oppose it not only on mv behalf, 
but on behalf of my party—Kerala Congress. 
Keeping in view the fact that this Bill will 
destroy the great human values cherished by 
this country for the last thousands of years and 
also due to the fact that this Bill will mark the 
end of all moral values, I view it as a grave 
challenge posed to the concept of greatness of 
human life Therefore, I strongly oppose this 
measure.

Sir, the reasons stated in this Bill for the 
termination of pregnancy arr mere childish. 
First it i, stated that if the medical practitioner 
is of opinion that there is a substantial risk 
that if the child were born it would suffer from 
such physical or mental abnormalities as to be 
senously handicapped. According to another 
provision pregnancy can be terminated if it 
causes grave injury to the mental health of the 
pregnant woman. I f  pregnancy oi curs as a 
result of the failure of any family planning 
device or method used by the married woman, 
according to ihe bill it can be terminated. 
Sir, I sincerel) bHievc that any of these provi- 
sions can be applied m any of the innumerable 
cases of pregnancy. I t is stated that if the child 
is likely to be handicapped, if born, termina­
tion of pregnancy can be resorted to. In ancient 
Sparta there was a law according to which 
they could kill handicapped children. 
Heie, the Government seeks to out do that 
cruelty committed by Spartans, through this 
Bill. Sir, I am opposing this Bill. I think 1 am 
the only man who opposes the Bill. So to 
oppose the Bill atleast I hope that you may 
give a few more minutes. Sir, I ask whetherSecondly, you have not given complete 

•The original speech was delivered in MaJayalam.
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there were no children in the wot Id who were 
not handicapped. Have not the world benefi­
ted by them ? I remember Helen Kellar and 
Lord Byron in thi.s context. The main aim oi 
this Bill is birth control. What the Government 
is going to do is, to kill the unborn child in the 
womb of its mother itself without letting them 
see the light of the world just as we kill the rats 
in theii holes. This is the most c. ruel and hei­
nous act to kill the ‘Rajeeves' and *Saigayt’ 
without allowing them to see the light of 
the world. It is stated in the Bill that ii the 
pregnancy causes physical or mental abnormal­
ities to the mother it can be terminated.

Does anyone of us < ut of the head in order 
to cure the headache i Our medical science 
has advanced so much that it can cute any 
disease. When the medical science can cure 
any disease why should we resort to this raoht 
cruel act i A survey conducted recently in 
Japan reveals that 47 per cent of women who had 
undergone aboi tion are suffering out of several 
complications, such as hiflamatory complica­
tions, luba! pregnancy, sterilisation, disturbance 
of menstrual cycle, perforation etc. In short 
women who undergo this process deteriorate 
mentally and an inferiority complex forms in 
their minds. Peace and rest disappear from 
their family life.

Sir, abortion is virtually murder. The 
moment the embryo enters the Uterus it get* 
life. I t assumes all the movements and func­
tions oflife. I f  this bill is passed we will be 
giving green signal to plain murder and noth­
ing else. The people who condemn the genocide 
in Bangladesh day in and day out are support 
ing such a measure which will help in killing 
lakhs of children for no fault of theirs, I am 
afraid that the Prime Minister Shrimati Indira 
Gandhi—the model of the great Indian mother 
hood—will have to carry the foul smell of the 
blood of lakhs of innocent children. It is pain­
ful that such a  Bill should have been introdu­
ced to give legal sanction to the killing of lakhs 
of innocent children like Lady Macbeth, when 
the Prime Minister—the model of Indian mo­
therhood—-guides the destiny of this great 
country. Sir, I  am concluding in a  minute. 
This act strikes at the root o f moral value. Re­
cently a survey conducted in USSR revealed 
that 40 per cent of the college girls have under­
gone abortion. I  with all sincerity do hope that 
the doctors will never follow in the footsteps of

the Hypocrats who swear in the name of radi­
calism and social transformation. This measure 
is against our great culture. In our Vedas the 
ab irtion is described as more cruel than Brah­
man hatya. Sir, I do not feel it necessary to re­
peat the words of Gandhiji, the Father of Na­
tion, on the family planning. He may be she­
dding‘tears in the other world for his followers 
who are bringing in such a cruel measure.

In countries where this measure is adopted 
there is a growing demand lhat this should be 
reconsidered. News appeared in the press that 
250 MPs in British Parliament have demanded 
that this measures should be reconsidered. In 
our country where even cow slaughter is consi­
dered to be a crime, where the great Sidhara- 
thaj who advised against the killing of even a 
fly, was bom we introduce a measure to kill 
lakhs of innocent children. Sir, this should not 
be passed. I strongly oppose this Bill. My 
party opposes this Bill. Not only because I am 
a Christian but also being a God fearing citizen 
who has belief in the eternal values, our great 
country has cherished for the lust thousands of 
years, I strongly oppose this Bill. Thank you.

SHRI MU HAMMED SHERIFF (Peria- 
kulam) t The Medical Termination of Pregna­
ncy Bill which provides for the termination of 
certain pregnancies by registered medical prac­
titioners seems to be a simple affair on the 
surface, but if it is passed and acted upon, it 
will have far-reaching cffects on human socicty.

The provisions of the Bill make it clear that 
the sponsors thereof bother themselves in the 
least about moral principles and standards 
which are the defences of the structure of hu­
man society. Neither do they appear to con­
cern themsetves with the question whether any 
body has got the right to do away with human 
lire in any stage of its existence. Terminating 
pregnancy is undoubtedly terminating a human 
life, whether such trrmination is effected in the 
tenth week or twenty-fifth week of pregnancy.

The tell-tale Explanation II to Clause 3 (2) 
runs th u s :

“Where any pregnancy occurs as a 
result of failure of any device or method 
used by any married woman or her husftand 
for the purpose of limiting the number of 
children, the anguish caused by such unwan-
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ted pregnancy may be presumed to constitu­
te a grave injury to the mental health of the
pregnant woman.”

This Explanation makes it plain that the termi­
nation of prrgnancy is sought to be deliberately 
adopted as one of the devices for carrying our 
family planning.

The artificial abortion will in reality defeat 
the object they have for family planning and 
will bring in many rvils and misery in its train. 
The age old principle of abstinence has got 
several good things and advantages to its credit, 
and one of them is that it has a sure and salu­
tary effect of limiting the family. Instead of 
adopting such a princ iple and method, if  the 
means provided in this Bill arc adopted, it will 
create complications, health hazards, misery 
and suffering to the people of the countiy, not 
only to women but to the whole human society 
in the country.

This view has been put forward and stressed 
by eminent medical authorities who were plea­
sed to appear before the Joint Committee on 
the Bill under discussion, and they have tendered 
weighty and valuable evidence. We cannot 
ignore such evidence with impunity. One of 
these eminent witnesses who can speak autho­
ritatively on the subjcct has pointed out, among 
other things, that wc do not even have suilicient 
equipment and ti dined personnel in our coun­
try to carry out the dclicate operations contem­
plated by the Bill. It was insisted by the expert! 
before the Joint Committee that such opera­
tions conducted even by specialists and experts 
would involve a certain amount of risk which 
may well U-acl ultimately to grave detriment to 
the health of the patient.

That being so, to undertake such a task with 
the present lack of appropriate equipment and 
personnel in the country will simply prove 
awfully more dangerous to the health and life 
of the people concerned. Under the circums­
tances, the object of the Bill cannot be attained. 
Success in family planning too cannot be achie­
ved by such means.

Another very important point to be borne in 
mind is that the liberalisation of abortions in* 
tended by the Bill will throw gratuitous temp­
tation and inducement before our innocent and

dear young ones, and thereby the moral fibre 
so necessary for nation-building will be sadly 
undermined. It is highly regrettable that the 
Government have not paid any heed to the 
powerful and cogent plea made in the Minutes 
of Dissent by several medical authorities of 
high ability and experience. I am convinced 
Sir, that this new measure will do immense 
harm to our nation and that it cannot, there­
fore, be supported.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
PLANNING (SHRI D. 1>. CIIATTOPA- 
DHY-VYA) : Sir, I am grateful to the hon. 
members foi offering their constructive sugges­
tions. Even the two of 16 participants in the 
debate who have criticised it have offered then 
arguments in support of their views. If  I am 
not able to refer to the points individually 
raised by them, it does not mean 1 do not 
attach any importance to those views : it is 
only because of shortage of time. I would 
refer to some points raised by more than one 
member and which I think are very important.

The first point is about the availability or 
otherwise of relief to unmarried mothers and 
widows under the Bill. A careful reading of 
the Bill, particularly the implications under­
lying the clauses, will make it abundantly 
clear that relief is available to unmarried 
mothers and widows. Clause' a (4) says :

“No pregnancy of a woman, who has 
not attained the age of eighteen years, or, 
who having attained the age of eighteen 
years, is a lunatic, shall be terminated 
cxcept with the consent in writing of her 
guardian.”

It has to be read with (h) which says :

“Save as otherwise provided in clause 
(a), no pregnancy shall be terminated except 
with the consent of the pregnant woman.”

So, the limitation is imposed only in respect 
of madness and age. A woman who is not a 
lunatic o r a  minor, is supreme in deciding 
upon whether she will or will not terminate 
her unwanted pregnancy. So, the point persis­
tently raised has been answered, if  not in so 
many words, ccrtainly by implication.
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W ith reference to clause 4 (b), Mr. Banerjee 
expressed an apprehension whether any place, 
including Parliament, will be used as a place 
for performing the terminatory operation. I 
assure him it will not be. I think ho will 
appreciate that clause 4 (b) has been inserted 
only having in it view that in remote rural 
areas, hospitals and primary health centres 
may not be available in all cases, although we 
have covered a very large area even in rural 
areas by primary health centres. Even where 
these centjes arc theie, the soil of medical 
practitioner envisaged in terms of clause 3 (1) 
may not be available.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : It says .

‘*a place for the time being approved 
for the purpose of this Act by Government.”

Who is going to approve it and how and in 
what circumstances ?

SHRI D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA : U n­
less Government becomes mad or stupid, it 
will not allow everyplace, including Pailia- 
ment, to be used as an operation theatre. 
Obviously when the rules are framed, the 
apprehension raised by him will be considered. 
Any Government worth its name has its pro­
fessional people to advise which is an appro­
priate place from the medical point of view.

The third point is that this law has not 
been contemplated to be applicable to Jammu 
and Kashmir as well. I t has been already 
pointed out by me that this law makes a sort 
of modification of scction 312 of the IPC. 
When IPC is not extended to Jam m u and 
Kashmir, the question of application of the 
modification of this section does not arise. But 
1 can assure this House, and the hon. Members 
would be rathei glad to know it, that an almost 
identical law analogous in effect is at the 
moment before the Legislative Assembly of 
J ammu and Kashmir. So, all the legal relief 
that will be available to the Indian womenfolk 

•will be available to the womenfolk living in
Jam mu and Kashmir as well. This technicality 
does not make it impossible for the relief being 
made available to the womenfolk in Jammu 
and Kashmir.

I t  has also been asked by several hon. 
Members whether this Bill is designed to be a 
family planning measure. I  do assert that it 
is not. I t is not a circuitous measure to intro­

duce family planning by the backdoor. It is 
true that a Bill of this scope and importance, 
when enacted, might have some marginal effect.
I emphasize that it is only marginal effect. It 
does not mean that it is primarily a measure 
lor family planning. I t is not.

An hon. Mernbei has suggested that wr 
might have a termination of pregnancy fund 
and we may approach the Planning Commis­
sion in thii respect. I very much respect his 
eagerness to see that this law and its provisions 
are put to use and the benefits which acciue 
from the law aie made available to the people. 
But I think the suggestion is rather unrealistic, 
because the acc< ptability or otherwise of the 
piovisions of law does not depend primarily 
upon funds O f course, money is ueressay but 
the success of this legislation depends more on 
propaganda and acceptability. The social 
milieu and that sort of attitude is necessary 
lor the acceptance of this law. Mere availabi­
lity of funds would not go to the root of the 
problem. 1 do not think funds will even touch 
the fringe of the problem. We should encour­
age and make the people aware that there is 
this sort of benefit which was not hitherto 
available to them. So, what we need is massive 
propaganda.

We often forget that many laws which are 
otherwise progressive arc not taken advantage 
of because they are not known to the rural folk. 
This law can be made successful if all of us, 
or the people who are known to us, tell the 
rural people that they can take advantage ol 
the benefits of this Bill.

SHRI S. M. BANERJEE : This is the only 
law which is going to be successful.

SHRI IX P. C H A Tl’OPADHYAYA : I 
doubt, unless we take appropriate measures to 
make the people aware that there is a law like 
that.

There are some other views which have 
also been aired. Some people argued whether 
marriage is an essential institution. I t is a 
very radical question. There arc some people 
who believe that there was a time when society 
was without marriage and perhaps there is 
going to be a time when there will be no 
marriage. It is a very fundamental question. 
It is a theoretical question. I t is said that there 
might be a society without marriage, so why 
insist on consent o f the husband ? Why should
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the benefit of this law not be made available 
to the womenfolk if there is failure of the 
traditional contraceptive ? I say that this is a 
radical attitude which, though appreciable is 
not practicable.

Similarly, a question was raised that in the 
name of morality or in the name of eternal 
value, wr should not allow this law to be used 
as an instrument of fcticide comparable to 
the genocide of Bangladesh. An hon. Member 
said that the introducti >n of this Bill would 
entail feticide and that sort of thing. Now, I 
do not know what eternal value means. While 
wc cannot neglect social values, we cannot also 
overlook the situation created by unwanted preg­
nancy, pregnancy treated by pressure of circum­
stances, wheie women have fallen a victim to it 
circumstancially, when they aie not prepared 
for it otherwise. So, Sir, in the name ol eternal 
values we should not encourage a fossilised 
sort of attitude. Somebody has said this is a 
half-way house. As I have already said, unless 
the social milieu is prepared to accept this 
progressive line it is no use foisting it upon 
people. Wc do not claim it to be a very redical 
piece of legislation but, I think, if it is accepted 
and ac ted upon by the masses it will go a long 
way towards the emancipation of the women 
of India. With these words I  urge that the 
Bill be approved and passed.

16 h » .

MR. CHAIRMAN : The question is :

“ That the Bill to provide for the termi­
nation of cei tain pregnancies by registered 
medical practitioners and for matters connec­
ted therewith or incidental thereto, as passed 
by Rajya Sabha, be taken into considera­
tion."

l'he motion tea? adopted.

MR. CHAIRMAN : We shall take up the 
Clauses. There arc no amendments. So, 1
shall put all the clauses together. The question

i
is :

“That clauses 2 to 8 stand part of the 
Bill"

The motion was adopted.
Clauses 2 to 8 were added to the Bill,

CIm * I, the Enacting Formula and the Title were 
added to the Bill

203 Medical Termination of AUGUST
Pregnancy Bill

2,1971 Gujarat State fogis. (Delegation 204
of Powers) Bill

SHRI D. P. CHATTOPADHYAYA : I 
move :

“That the Bill be passed” .

MR. CHAIRMAN : The question is : 
“ That the Bill be passed”

The motion was adopted.

16 03 h rs .

GUJARAT STATE LEGISLATURE 
(DELEGATION OF POWERS; BILL

THE M INISTER OF STATE IN THE 
MINISTRY OF HOM E AFFAIRS (SHRI 
K. C. PANT) : Sir, I beg to mo\e :

“That the Bill to confei on the Pre­
sident the power of the Legislature of the 
State of Gujarat to make laws, as passed 
by Rajya Sabha, be taken into considera­
tion.”

The House is aware that in the proclamation 
dated 13th May, 1971, in relation to the 
State of Gujarat, the President has declared 
that the powers of the State Legislature shall 
be exercised by or under the authority of 
Parliament. However, in view of the otherwise 
busy schedule of the two Houses, it would be 
difficult for Parliament to deal with the various 
legislative measures that may be necessary in 
respect of the State. There would be particular 
difficulty in situations requiring emergent 
legislation. The Bill, therefore j seeks to confer 
on the President the power of the State Legis­
lature to make laws in respect of the State. I t 
has been the normal practice to undertake 
such legislation in relation to the States under 
the President’s rule and the present Bill is on 
the usual lines. Provisions has been made for 
the constitution of a Consultative Committee, 
consisting of Members of Parliament, which will 
be consulted before enacting laws in rcspect of 
the State of Gujarat. Provision is also being • 
made to empower Parliament to direct modifica­
tions in the laws made by the President, if 
considered necessary.

I request the honourable House to accept 
the legislative proposal before it.

MR. CHAIRMAM s Motion moved :
“That the Bill to confer on the President 

the power of the Legislature of the State of


